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Are we there yet? This 
lockdown has at times felt like 
taking young children on a long car 
journey, and the final stages seem 
to be taking longer than they ought 
to. 

Surely Easter will mark a 
new beginning, as it ought to. Life is 
stirring, and we are grateful as ever 
to everyone who has contributed 
articles and photos, to our 
advertisers and teams of 
distributors. 
We wish you all a Very Happy 
Easter.
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Letter from the Rector 

As I write this, there is no doubt that we are turning the 
corner; the sun is burning away the damp mist, the daffodils 
are in full bloom and birds are busy preparing to mate and nest 
- no wonder Easter is associated with new life! And that is why 
our theme for April will be Joy, as we rejoice in God’s offer of 
new life which the Resurrection of Jesus, celebrated on Easter 
Sunday, made real.

But we miss the whole point of Easter if we treat it as a “nature” 
festival such as the celebration of the midsummer solstice celebrated by 
Druids at Stonehenge;  it is a supernatural festival with far closer connection 
to the Jewish festival of Passover, celebrating Moses leading the Hebrew 

about to begin.) Christians see Jesus’ resurrection as triumphing not just over 
our spiritual slavery to bad thoughts, habits and actions, but also slavery to 
death itself. Because Jesus rose from the dead, we can be confident that 
death is not the end. “Death, where is thy sting? Grave, where is thy Victory?” 
(1 Cor. 15 v.55 KJV)

This takes us a long way from Easter 
Bunnies,but takes us right to the empty center 
of the Easter Egg.  The whole point of an
 Easter Egg is that it is hollow, just  like Jesus’ 
tomb was empty on Easter Sunday morning. 
(Forget the modern craze for filled eggs - that’s 
just an excuse to put the price up!) Which is 
why, even though we still have to wait out the
final frustrating months of Covid-safe restrictions, we can still begin to rejoice 
on  Easter Sunday - and never stop. Because Jesus’ victory is for ever, not 
just for one period of history: ”The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; 
but the life he lives, he lives to God.” (Rom. 6 v 10) And the new life he offers 
to us is similarly not just for this life, but for ever.

So do take this month’s opportunity to join in the real, everlasting joy 
of Easter. From Good Friday (2nd April) for at least a week, you have a 
chance to “Walk the Easter Story” (see p.16) in St Andrew’s church and 
churchyard - there’s no better time or place to start your rejoicing and never 
stop! Wishing you the peace and joy of Easter,

Martin Walker (Rector)

slaves out of their slavery in Egypt to a new life of 
freedom to live as God’s people in the Promised Land. 
(Jesus’ trial and crucifixion had been rushed through
because the celebration of the Passover festival was 
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Wivey Food Project goes from strength to strength  

We had an arrangement with 
Fareshare for a weekly delivery of 
65-75 kg food. Having absolutely no 
idea what that looked like or how many 
meals it could possibly produce, we 
just started cooking! And that’s what 
we have been doing every Thursday 
ever since.

Each week is an adventure: What do 
you do with 2 massive crates of spring 

It was extraordinary seeing the whole WIVEY FOOD 
PROJECT story encapsulated in a 3-minute piece 
for BBC Points West recently. Three of us started 
chatting about the looming crisis in our community 
as a result of COVID in October. Two meetings and 
the odd zoom later, we had up to 50 volunteer cooks 
and drivers, a Fareshare membership, the loan of 
the Rugby Club kitchen and a start date for the 5th 
November.  This speed of development was greatly 
helped by Wivey Cares which welcomed the project 
to be part of their charitable organisation.

onions and a case of firm tofu? To say nothing of dozens of celeriac, plantains and 
pomegranates! It’s all good fun!

Finding clients initially was as much of a challenge as cooking the weirdest 
ingredients week in week out.  We ran a table in the square on 3 consecutive 
Saturdays to raise awareness and let people taste our food. People were very 
encouraging and generous and our client list slowly started to grow. The word went 
out through Wivey Cares, village agents, schools and the Health Centre.

Almost 4 months on and we have cooked an amazing 6,300 meals using good 
quality, in date food that would otherwise have gone into landfill from Fareshare, 
Coop, other supermarkets and local growers.

I love getting emails offering food for the project. Someone recently donated a 
whole side of back bacon - he’d over ordered! Another - two haunches of 
beautifully marinated venison from Exmoor Venison - a bit of a jack pot that week! 
A lady arrived at the Rugby Club just before Christmas with a large organic turkey. 
Their Christmas had been cancelled because of lockdown. Whelan’s café gives us 
30 portions of soup regularly as does another kind person. Every Thursday 
morning there are bags of good quality surprises waiting for us at the kitchen door. 
It’s exciting stuff.



Wivey Food Project - From the Registers 

Points West told the stories of some of the 
people that receive our food. They spoke 
of their loneliness and isolation, 
overcoming the difficulty of admitting they 
needed help and the difference the project 
made to their week. The volunteer cooks 
cook but rarely do we see the impact this 
is making on people’s lives in the 
community.

We had the food inspectors in recently. A 
rigorous grilling, fridge seals checked, 
underneath the dishwasher wiped, food 
diaries read and cleaning and training 
schedules poured over. We passed with 
the highest marks you can get - a 5*. 
Thanks go to Rosie & the teams of 

volunteers who made the kitchen like an operating theatre and thank goodness my 
kitchen folders were in order.

The Wivey Food Project seems to go 
from strength to strength. Sad that the 
service is needed but what an incredible 
illustration of a community rising up 
together to meet the extraordinary 
challenges we face through this 
pandemic.

Kate Benson

From the Registers

Funeral Service at Taunton Deane Crematorium 
23rd February Sonia Greenslade (80)
24th February Dennis Reginald VICKERS (84)

Funeral in St Andrew’s Church followed by Taunton Deane Crematorium
15th March Anthony ‘Tony’ Oswald George SANDERCOCK (84)
24th March Ian Francis McNICHOL (64)

Funeral in St Richards followed by Burial and St Andrew’s Churchyard
25th March Anne Isabella HURD (98)

5
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Spring is in full swing and so is the COVID-19 vaccine roll out! Hopefully mid-April 
will see the 40-50 year old’s invited to have vaccinations. If you’re an unpaid Carer 
you may eligible to be vaccinated now: 
https://somersetcarers.org/news/unpaid-carers-vaccine-group-6/ . Please do 
ensure you register with your surgery to let them know you’re an unpaid Carer. 
For those still shielding and extremely isolated until restrictions are further eased, 
have you thought about joining a Befriending Service? CCS has a NEW project 
called CHAT TO CONNECT for Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) people.  
Complete the short online registration form and we'll match you with someone with 
similar interests and hobbies.  We’re also offering 1-2-1 virtual support with 
phones, tablets, laptops, downloading apps, Zoom and Whatsapp. 
Other options include: Age UK Somerset's Friendly Phone Calls: 01823 345613, 
Mind in Somerset Somerset Wellbeing Friends: 01935 474875, The Silver 
Line: 0800 470 8090  
Many organisations have also moved online: 
Book Clubs: 
The Reader: https://www.thereader.org.uk/ 0151 729 2200 
Somerset Libraries Reading Groups: 
http://somersetlibraries.co.uk/events/categories/reading-groups/  
Art & Creative Clubs 
Seed https://seedsedgemoor.com/  
The Arts Bank http://www.artbank.org.uk/  
Somerset Film at The Engine Rooms https://www.somersetfilm.com/  
Mindful Art Club https://mindfulartclub.co.uk/tag/online-art-groups/  
Men’s Sheds https://menssheds.org.uk/  
Keeping Active 
Somerset Activity & Sports Partnerships https://www.sasp.co.uk/be-active-at-home  
Sport England https://www.sportengland.org/jointhemovement 
AGE UK Somerset 
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/somerset/activities-and-events/exercise-sessions/  
Courses: Thinking of starting a new career or just learning something new? Try 
Somerset Skills & Learning https://www.sslcourses.co.uk/  or Step Up Somerset 
www.stepupsomerset.org.uk  
 
2021 feels much more optimistic as things slowly return to normal – why not use 
these last few weeks of lockdown to explore some hobbies or interests? You never 
know what new friendships you may find or a new interest that puts a spring in 
your step! 

Viney Court,
Viney Street,
Taunton,
TA1 3FB
Tel: 01823 331222
Email:info@somersetrcc.org.uk
Website: www.ccslovesomerset.org.uk

From the Village Agent 

https://somersetcarers.org/news/unpaid-carers-vaccine-group-6/
https://www.thereader.org.uk/
http://somersetlibraries.co.uk/events/categories/reading-groups/
https://seedsedgemoor.com/
http://www.artbank.org.uk/
https://www.somersetfilm.com/
https://mindfulartclub.co.uk/tag/online-art-groups/
https://menssheds.org.uk/
https://www.sasp.co.uk/be-active-at-home
https://www.sportengland.org/jointhemovement
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/somerset/activities-and-events/exercise-sessions/
https://www.sslcourses.co.uk/
http://www.stepupsomerset.org.uk/
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Wivey Foodbank - Community Office and Wivey Link 

Wivey Foodbank 
 

 Wiveliscombe Foodbank is a satellite distribution 
point for Taunton Foodbank based at the Silver 

Street Centre and currently operating via a delivery service.
 

In the past year like most Foodbanks, we have seen an increase in demand, but this 
has been met by an increase in donations from the Wivey Community. From 1st April 
2020 to March 2021 you have donated a total of 1,833Kg and the Wivey Foodbank 
have given out 1,132Kg feeding in total 107 people in the local area.  We want to thank 
you for your continued generosity in supporting the Foodbank and the need of local 
people.
 

The foodbank operates a voucher referral system and several local agencies can 
make referrals including Citizens Advice Bureau, The Job Centre, SWAT Council, 
MIND, social workers, school SENCO/PFSWs, GP, Health Visitors and some pastors.   
We do not want anyone to be left without food so if you live in the Wiveliscombe area 
and are finding it difficult to obtain a referral you can contact us on
01984 623991 or email info@taunton.foodbank.org.uk
 

Donation boxes are still open in the Co-Op, Day Lewis Pharmacy and at The Manse in 
Silver Street.  

Felicity Parry
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Cuttings from the Garden, April

Last month, I hinted about pruning roses, so this month I thought I should show you 
some of the things I did in March.
All of our roses are the old, tough varieties which can survive our hungry, freely 
drained and shillety soils; modern roses need moisture-retentive soils which also retain 
more nutrients. Older roses are often not repeat-flowering, so one values the first four 
weeks of flowering, and, by dead-heading, hopes for a second flush in September.

 

All three of these roses need to have their leading growth spread horizontally if they 
are to flower at their best.  The rose then “breaks” (flowers) all along the stem.  If left to 
their own devices, these roses would climb or ramble through other growth so 
achieving horizontal stems naturally.  Growing them up through these pillars ,the stems 
can be spread and curved around the pillar, or, in the case of Ispahan and Mme Alfred 
Carriere, allowed to fountain out of the top, creating a waterfall of scented flowers. For 
the first time, this year I have spread Mme Alfred’s branches along wires to either side.
 

“American pillar” is allowed to 
scramble through spring-flowering 
shrubs, covering them with 
intense lipstick-pink flowers in July 
and August. This is such a tough 
rose, no wonder it is popular!

“Ispahan” (on the left) and “William Lobb” 
rise above pruned hydrangeas. The 
former is highly scented and pink, the 
latter a very dark velvety red.

“Mme Alfred Carriere has “white with 
a hint of pink” flowers for much of the 
summer. Her leaves, when crushed, 
smell of apples.
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Cuttings from the Garden, April

At the front of the house are two more old 
faithfuls, “Alberic Barbier” and “New Dawn”, 
together with a Wisteria.  All of these are 
pruned in October to keep them tidy, so by 
March they are sprouting new shoots, and 
the flower buds on the Wisteria are swelling. 
Both roses flower almost continuously 
throughout the summer, once the Wisteria is 
finished.
 
I could not be without these wonderful plants.  
They are faithful, reliable bringers of great joy 
– both sight and scent – and  continue to 
flower even when abandoned 
to their own ways, although careful pruning 
and support (no, I do not feed them) ensures 
that they do their best for you! In summer I’ll 
take some more photos to show them in 
flower. Sue Welch

These are the true wild daffodil, very 
happy to grow in grass under trees.

The Wisteria in flower last year in May.

“Alberic Barbier” has cream buds opening 
to a frilly, rather untidy white flower from 
June until late Autumn. “New Dawn” has a 
beautifully formed pale pink flower for the 
whole Summer.

This popular and wonderful rambler is left to make its way (rather invasively!) 
through shrubs, over which it cascades exuberantly in late summer. We are also 
encouraging it to climb up into a Laburnum, thereby producing a tree of crimson 
when the earlier yellow Laburnum flowers have died back. Several other roses 
are perfect for covering trees with later flowers; “Kiftsgate” is probably the best 
known of these, although the very similar “Rambling Rector” (Martin in lockdown 
perhaps) and “Seagull” (all are white) are widely grown.
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Swallows 

Close relations are House Martins who catch the same flight; Sand Martins came 
on an earlier flight and nest on low sandy cliffs. 

Swifts are like Eurofighters -  fast and noisy. They screech in in June, scream 
around the chimneys of Wivey and scream off early in August.

But now it is March/April and swallows have only just come through the arrivals 
gate. No time for Customs and Excise ‘ Nothing to declare, Sir. Carry on.’. There 
are nests to build (both parents are skilled brickies), eggs to lay 
(only one does that), and clutches to sit on (fathers would be too 
clumsy and break them).   Mum and Dad feed the chicks and 
then…… whoosh - off the babies go.  The parents have a short 
break and start again.  Occasionally they manage a third brood.  
Here is a group of young’uns under the eaves.
 

Soon it is late summer and time for pre-flight checks and time to line up on the 
runway of telegraph wires. What will they do when everyone has a mobile phone 
and underground fibre optical internet?  There’ll be no wires to sit on.

They get under way and catch airline meals low over France and Spain.  Some go 
via Cairo for spiced insects; others skirt the Sahara and do Morocco down the west 
coast, through the tropics, past Angola and, undercarriage down, they land in 
Botswana.

The same species in the USA winters in Mexico.  The American site ‘Nature Works’ 
says Swallows do up to 600 miles/day. The RSPB says up to 200 miles/day. I 
suppose it’s another example of everything American being bigger.

So, twice a year they do 5,000 miles on an uncomfortable flight for a bit of 
sun...Sounds familiar. Anyway, Jill and I were close to the Kalahari  in December.  
We saw elephants and giraffes and lions and crocs and birds to die for.  The  Kori 
Bustard  is Botswana’s national bird.  This is the Lesser Masked Weaver.  They 
were entrancing.

 

 

But swallows, our very own swallows, swooped and dipped.  They saw us and 
cried ‘Hi!’; they wheeled round again and shouted, ‘See you over Wivey in April!’.                                                                                                 

Christopher Asbury

Swallows: those charming little travellers with red faces, black 
chins and dinner jackets with a long back-vent. They fly here in 
Spring from the south, from as far as the Kalahari Desert.



St Andrew’s  Wiveliscombe               

Good Friday 2nd April 10:45 for 11am
Good Friday reflection in the churchyard 
(inside the church if wet) to Walk the Way of the 
Cross in partnership with the Evangelical Church congregation. 

Easter Sunday 4th April - 10:45 a.m. - Holy Communion by extension

Sunday 18th April - 10:45 a.m. - Holy Communion (bring your own bread and wine)
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Benefice Churches - Wivey and the Hills

Our Benefice Churches are open for private prayer in accordance with government and 
diocesan guidelines. Clatworthy, Tolland, Brompton Ralph, Raddington, Chipstable, Huish 
Champflower and Langley Marsh are open all day everyday with self-sanitizing and self-tracking 
procedures in place and on trust. Wiveliscombe is open on Sundays and Wednesdays and at 
other times by appointment with the Rector on 01984 248601. 

On the next few pages are the services planned for Easter. All services will follow government 
and diosean guidelines, have social distancing in place, some services will be outdoors, those 
that are indoors, face coverings must be worn. 

For further services in the churches of the benefice in April, please see the Benefice website 
(www.wiveychurches.org.uk)  
Every Sunday in April, an online service (“The Seven Towers Service”) will be published at 8 a.m. 
every Sunday morning, and will remain available for following on the “Online church” web page, 
(https://wiveychurches.org.uk/online-church) see page 13

 Evening Prayer will be streamed live on the St Andrew’s Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/standrewswiveliscombe)  at 6:30 p.m. every Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday evening.

 St Luke’s, Langley Marsh
No Service in April 

2nd Sun  8.30am Holy Communion 
4th Sun  8.30am Holy Communion

  St Peter’s Huish Champflower.
Easter Sunday Family Service @ 11.15 am with Holy Communion
Held in the churchyard Socially distanced & please wear masks
Due to covid restrictions at the time

 

1st Sun, 10.45am Holy Communion Service

2nd Sun, 10.45am Morning Worship 

3rd Sun, 10.45am Holy Communion Service 

4th Sun, 10.45am Celebration Service 

5th Sun, 10.45am Benefice Communion Service

https://wiveychurches.org.uk/online-church
https://www.facebook.com/standrewswiveliscombe
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Wivey Benefice Churches in the Hills 

BRENDON HILL  (Beulah) METHODIST CHURCH 

(jct B3224 and B3190)  Due to the current situation, there will be no 
services held at our chapel until further notice.

 

St John the Baptist, Tolland
 Good Friday 2nd April 
11 am Preparation of church for Good Friday
12 noon - 3pm - church open for the silent Vigil 

at the Foot of the Cross.
Sunday 25 April  at 10.30am: Rogation Service and blessing of the gates

 Monday 26 April Annual Parochial Church Meeting (AGM) by Zoom at 7pm.
Please email Linda Lloyd for zoom details 

 
 

St. Mary Magdalene, Clatworthy
No Service in April 

2nd Sun 10.00am - Holy Communion Service
 4th Sun   10.00am- Morning Prayer (winter months)

6.00pm Evensong (summer months)   

 

 

St Michael's, Raddington

Sunday 18th April 9.15am Holy Communion

St Mary’s, Brompton Ralph
  

Easter Sunday 4th April  
11 a.m. - Morning Prayer Service 

All Saints’, Chipstable
 

Easter Service - Sunday 4th April at 10am
& Easter Egg Hunt

Bulland Fete on Sunday 27th June 
(please note change of date)
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Another way of doing church
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Another way of doing church - Zoom Church Cafe

What3Words competition

John Osborne is still hoping to 
receive some of your photos and 
locations: here’s a new one to get 
you out and about and puzzling! 
Please send entries or queries to 
john@wiveycares.net

Community Cafe Coffee Break 

A special invitation from Thursday Café for All:
Join the cafe team on zoom with your coffee/tea 
with cake/biscuit (sorry - you have to provide 
your own) on Thursdays from 10.30am. We can't 

provide the full Community Cafe experience but you're very welcome to sit down 
with us to meet old friends and make new ones online.
For details of how to join please email 
Adam, cafehelp@summit.me.uk or Martin. rector@wiveychurches.org.uk 

mailto:john@wiveliscombe.net
mailto:cafehelp@summit.me.uk
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Walk the Easter Story…. 



Messy Church.
  
I am hoping to start meeting once again, at the play area in 
the Recreation Ground, on Wednesday afternoons. I plan 
to be there from 3.30. p.m. weather permitting!
There will be kites, stomp rockets and giant bubbles etc. for 
everyone to enjoy.
 
ACTIVITY BAGS. 
I will bring these to the Rec. with me, but also distribute those that have not been 
collected.
 
STORY and CRAFT VIDEOS.
These will be uploaded weekly to the internet. You can find them here:
 

Wivey St.Andrew’s Facebook page.
 

Lizkilbride youtube.
 

Please feel free to contact me at any time.
I would especially value your thoughts on the way forward.
 

Contact details: Tel 01984 623431
 

liz@kilbride.org.uk   and Facebook messenger.
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Looking Ahead - Wivey

Bods & Tods
 

Restarting Tuesday 20th April
 

10am to 12pm
in the Silver Street Centre

 
Come along and meet other parents and 
carers and chat over a hot drink whilst your 
little one plays.
 
Current Government Social distancing 
regulations will apply.
 

 
Suggested donation of £1.50 per session.
 
For further information please contact Felicity Parry on 01984 623991
 or email felicity@wiveyevangelical.org
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Looking Ahead - Wivey

Wiveliscombe Craft Group
Good news. Now that the vaccine against the covid virus is well under way we shall 
shortly be able to resume our craft afternoons. We plan to recommence our 
meetings on Thursday 10 June between 2.30 and 4.30pm. We hope as many 
members of the group as possible will join us and we look forward to meeting up 
with you all after a break of more than a year.
 

If you need any more information please let me know. 
Audrey (01984 623736)

Rock 
Christian youth club for 11-14 year olds 

Activities twice a month, For further information please contact Rachel Adams at St 
Andrews on 07800 755630

Wiveypool Is Open!

After months of enforced lockdown 
inactivity, we’re delighted that 
Wiveypool opened for business on 
29th March. This is the earliest the 
pool has ever opened and hopefully 
will be the longest season, 6 months 
in total.

Following Government guidelines, we’ll operate under the same Covid-safe 
procedures as last summer - so please be sure to book in advance and come to the 
pool ready to swim.  This will be reviewed as the Government restrictions are lifted.  
 

For more information and access to the online application form, please go to our 
website wiveypool.org.  

High Park Music Group  
We at High Park Music are hoping to have a gathering of all the children 
we have managed to keep going on Zoom, With this in mind we hope to 
do an outside playing session on the 22nd May 10.30  for an hour in the 
Silver Street church grass area.  There is a great need to put Music back on the 
agenda.  The weather might be kind  as also any further restrictions.

http://wiveypool.org/


Wivey Walkers Update

We hope you have all been managing to get outside and 
enjoy the first signs of Spring on your daily walks.

Rules are set to change and we are soon going to be able to walk with more than 
one other.

As from March 29th groups of 6 can meet outdoors. I am sure we are all looking 
forward to getting together for informal walks.

However, the Wivey Walkers Steering Group have decided that there will be 
no organised walking programme until AFTER May 17th so that we all keep in line 

with covid19 restrictions.

A programme of organised walks for May - August is currently being prepared  and 
details will be available later.

As before, all walks will need to be booked in advance. 

Happy walking!

Wivey Walkers Steering Group

See www.wiveliscombe.com/wiveywalkers  for up-to-date details
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Growing in Faith Letter to the Community Looking Ahead - Wivey 

Wiveliscombe Garden Club Meets Again
On Thursday February 4th we finally managed to meet again after nearly a year, 
thanks to the wonders of technology i.e. Zoom.

It all went surprisingly smoothly and about 25 of us listened to Victoria Logue from 
Cheltenham give an illustrated talk on Extending The Season In The Garden.

A further speaker is planned. On April 1st Christine Skelmersdale speaks about 
year-round bulbs. Both talks will commence at 7.30 pm.

One of the benefits of Zoom is that we can now listen to speakers from anywhere 
in the country, or anywhere in the world even!

However, like most clubs and societies we are longing for the day when we can 
meet properly again, and we are now booking speakers starting in October this 
year for when we can (hopefully) resume our meetings in the Community Centre.

If you are interested in listening to one of the Zoom talks then please contact me 
and I can send you a link.

lyn.barfield@btinternet.com  Tel. 01984 629331

http://www.wiveliscombe.com/wiveywalkers
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Looking Ahead - Open Gardens 

NGS GARDEN OPENING
“The garden at Elworthy Cottage is open in aid 
of the National Garden Scheme on  
Easter Monday 5th April, Tuesdays 6th, 
13th & 20th April from 11am to 4pm, 

Open Garden
Burges Meadow, Maundown, Wiveliscombe 
TA4 2HL

Bank Holiday Monday 31st May 2 - 6pm

Two acre hillside garden with shrubs, trees, 
borders, streams and ponds.
Large greenhouse
Two miles from Wiveliscombe thro' Langley 
Marsh

Bob and Pauline Homeshaw look forward to 
welcoming you to their garden,
observing government advice. 
There will be "Covid Safe" Cream Teas!        
Plant Stall  from White Post
Nursery         Books and Bric a brac

£5 entry   Ample parking  Children free   Partial wheelchair access   

In aid of SSAFA - The Armed Forces Charity

Admission £4.00  Entry is by 
timed tickets booked in 
advance via the National 
Garden Scheme website 
www.ngs.org.uk Also open on 
other days during April by 
appointment, please phone 
01984656427 or email 
mike@elworthy-cottage.co.uk  

http://www.ngs.org.uk/


Greetings. The Easter story is rich in powerful contrasts. The birth of Jesus, a 
seemingly illegitimate child, born in squalor, lived a life under threat from the very 
beginning. The prophet, teacher and Son of God was challenged, hunted, and 
crucified. Such a dark and unfavoured beginning and short and harsh life and 
ministry.

Amazing love! Amazing grace! Truth alive and death defeated forever!

Love Overcame
Emerging from a cold tomb

All the truth, majesty and creativity of a living God
Transforming a broken heart

Making a quiet return, in a still and sorrowful garden
The grave stone rolled away, to release redemptive love

Jesus resurrected and restored
Comforts a weeping woman

Speaks with travelers on a journey
Meets with his faithful friends

And they bow down before Christ alive
And acknowledged that the Saviour has arrived

That the Word of God has come alive
And that the extraordinary transformation of heaven and earth

Is complete
May the celebration of Resurrected life bring new Hope to your being.

May the victory over earthly death turn your eyes to the promises of heaven.

May the empty tomb help you to leave your sorrows at the foot of the Cross.
So that God's Hope, Promises and Forgiveness reign in your life forever.

Amen.

Happy Easter and have a great month.

Pastor Martyn

pastor@wiveyevangelical.org
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Growing in Faith - The Pastor’s Pen - Martyn Parry 

So, when Easter day arrives, the tombstone rolls away 
for a Risen Lord. On Easter day the stone rolls away for 
us all!  The victims and downtrodden of this world are no 
longer trapped.  The darkness of the tomb of fear, sin, 
torture, death, pain, and despair is filled with light.

The contrast is truly astounding! The nature of life itself 
is changed and the rhythms of the universe transformed 
forever. A new heartbeat of grace flows in and around 
every aspect of a fallen world. Redemption is all 
encompassing and the justice of heaven reigns.
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A Message from Bishop of Taunton - Ruth Worsley

Many of us will hopefully celebrate something of the Easter feast this weekend 
although restrictions continue for a while longer. We may not yet be able to gather 
in larger groups of family and friends but perhaps we can glimpse what is to 
come?

This has always been the story of the Church, to point to what ‘is’ but which may 
not yet be fully realised. During this pandemic there has been a need for hope 
amongst such bleakness and now as the vaccine is shared and the signs of life 
appear in the world around us, we begin to see what might again be possible. To 
hope for a better future.

And yet in the bleakness of this first weekend of April, which takes us into the 
darkness of the tomb on Holy Saturday, we remember that hope is not cheaply 
bought. It is not mere optimism, but rather something, though fragile, that is 
stronger than death.

As some of us break our fast this Easter and share the bread and wine of the 
Eucharistic feast, may we know both the cost of such love and the hope that it 
offers.

Easter blessings!

+Ruth

Hope for a better future

This month of April begins on Maundy Thursday, 
the day when we remember the last meal Jesus 
shared together with his friends before he was 
arrested and crucified. It was the meal that has 
become so significant in the life of the Church, 
where bread was broken and a cup of wine 
passed round, coming to symbolise for us the 
brokenness of the body of Christ. The sacrifice 
he made for love of us.
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News Growing in faith - Homegroups and Lent

If you would like to be part of a home group please contact Martin or a 
home group leader. Needless to say each group has had to be flexible in adapting 

to the ever changing governmental guidelines, what is described below reflects 
what was happening before the November shut down. 

The Thursday evening group meets every week in member's homes, 
limiting numbers to 6 people on any one week, and we are currently studying 1 

Peter.  For details contact Tony at tonyandjennyblackmore@gmail.com
 

The ‘Tuesday evening group’ has been meeting on Tuesday evenings via 
‘Teams’.  We are looking forward to meeting in person again. 
pncpearson@yahoo.co.uk 

Liz Kilbride runs a half hour zoom group every Monday morning at 10 am, 
with a core of the Lent group and a few extra families joining in: contact Liz on 

liz@kilbride.org.uk  if you’re interested in joining. 

The Julian Meeting, for prayer in silent meditation or contemplation, invites 
anyone interested to join us on Tuesdays at 10:30 - or whenever you have time 

available. Please email julian@summit.me.uk or phone Adam on 623012 for details.

Friday morning prayers are continuing on Zoom – contact Rector Martin for 
password details.

PRAYER CHAIN

Our group is aimed at the whole readership of this magazine and 
beyond, for prayer each day at home, for yourself or somebody you

 are concerned about.   We contact each other usually by email, but for those 
without a computer please be in touch by phone and we will make contact with you.   
Also, please let me know if you are interested in joining us or would like a prayer - 
you are very welcome.

Rectory phone number 01984 248601 - and the message will be passed on.
Email address - prayer-chain@wiveychurches.org.uk
Co-ordinator - Ann Perry.

mailto:pncpeartson@yahoo.co.uk
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Anna Chaplain - Hazel Ramsay

3rd Meditation  
Meek and mild?

'Blessed are the meek for they will inherit the earth.' (Matthew 5:3 NIV)

Would I ever become one of the meek, those to whom God has promised will 
inherit the earth? I mean, really meek? Submissive to God? Gentle in my 
thoughts and ways? I realised that a Christian life would mean my worldly values 
and behaviour would be challenged and turned upside down. Was I ready for 
that? And what did this promise of inheritance really mean? 

I realise that even eminent theologians are divided concerning what 'inheriting the 
earth' really means. Such matters were too great for me then, but I did 
understand that God's promised future of an eternal life with Jesus was assured. 
It seemed that all I needed to do was to humbly allow Him to teach and guide me 
in His ways of love towards Himself and others.

However, I must admit that over the many decades, thwarted plans and 
unwelcome life-changing events sometimes gave rise to hidden resentment, but 
His grace always met me with forgiveness. And just so you know, I am still 
learning what it is to be meek!

 

Thank you, merciful Father, for your loving patience.  Help me to serve humbly 
and be equally loving and patient with others. 
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Good Friday
 

They bound him.
It says that, so it must have been so.
That means that God had his hands tied.
 
My God, imagine that!
 
Were they glad?
Did they gloat?
 
They were in charge of the faithful.
They led them, taught them,
And collected their money.
These elders, priests and scribes
Tied God’s hands together,
And berated His people.
 
Then Pilate faced the silence.
God had no answer.
Pilate was amazed.
 
Somewhere I am in this brutal tale:
On the edge, fearful for my safety,
Or outspoken in the confines of friends,
Or watching and waiting
Shrugging my shoulders.
 
Then coming home with a story to 
narrate.

Easter
The gaunt agony of Friday
Has been banished.
The pain of desertion,
The hope of the people
Now dashed firmly by authority,
Perverse and greedy.
 
After the silence of the Sabbath,
With grief borne nobly,
And the deep sorrow of betrayal,
The hopeless nightmare,
There came a new dawn.
 
The women faced the pitiful trudge
To Golgotha, to the sealed tomb,
With fragrant spices.
Complete astonishment met them there.
 
Already the cross had to be broken up
For holy relics to be sold for souvenirs,
In memory of the Rabbi
Who failed, who faced torture,
Who permitted his limbs
To be nailed
Firmly in place;
And who utterly despaired.
 
But the tomb?
Where was the stone this new day?
And the occupant,
Where was he who had raised the hopes
Of the downtrodden,
Healed their sickness,
And released their tortured souls?
 
To these women
Then came the moment of  Life
Beyond any dream of longing.
An outrageous revelation of emptiness
Through the black hole;
And the explosion of new being bursting 
inwards,
Radiating through creation.
 
This for me, in my heart,
Is how I see Him before me.

Growing in faith -Good Friday and Easter Poems by Hugh Allen



Jewellery making day courses and half days.
Casting and forging
New and recycled sterling silver.
Ethically conscious jewellery
www.exmoorsilversmith.com
Cat: 01398 331068
Exmoorsilversmith@gmail.com
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BROMPTON RALPH SHOP & POST OFFICE
Contact: 01984 623267  bromptonralph@gmail.com                                                                                 
Shop Opening Times:

Monday to Friday 9.30 – 1.00 p.m.
5.00 – 6.00 p.m. (exc. Wednesday)
Saturday   10.00 – 12.00
Sunday      Closed

Post Office Opening Times:
        Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30 – 1.00 p.m.    
 A well-stocked shop:

-          Organic produce to order
-      Seasonal fruit & vegetables (when available)         
-      Frozen produce
-          Fresh milk (Mondays & Thursdays)
-          Regular orders taken & delivered on Tuesdays
-          Fresh bread, cakes, savouries from Glenmores (Tues/Sat)
-          Thornes meat orders taken on Tuesdays for Thursday
-          Queenswood Natural Foods stocked with special orders monthly-          

Our readership is growing!

Why not advertise in this 
space to let the community 

know about your local 
business?

From £3.00 per issue for Black 
and White 

or 
£4.00 in Colour.  

Please email 
wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com to 

find out more. 

mailto:wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com


26

SHINE by Sammy Fry
Beauty & Complementary Therapist

 

Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing Treatments, Facials, Brows and Lashes
Reflexology and Aromatherapy

 

 01984 629333  07582084815
 

Shine.sammy@hotmail.com
 

BEAUTY ROOM IN WIVELISCOMBE
 

PAIN ? DO YOU SUFFER FROM..................
Backache Neck Pain Arthritis pain    Leg pain 
Sports Injury Joint Pain     Muscular Pain     Headaches 

and much more…… CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT IS SO OFTEN THE ANSWER 

 

  FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
CHIROPRACTOR CATHERINE FRANCE BSc. (CHIROPRACTIC) DC

BISHOPS LYDEARD CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC,
QUANTOCK VALE SURGERY, BISHOPS LYDEARD

01823 432361  www.francechiropractic.co.uk 
 

Want to Advertise in this space?
From £3.00 per issue for 

Black and White
Or

£4.00 in Colour.  
Please email 

wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com 
to find out more.
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07305 234170
somersetmolecontrol.co.uk

  

  MOLES ABOUT? CALL GRAHAM TOUT
  Email graham@somersetmolecontrol.co.uk
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Want to Advertise in this 
space?

From £3.00 per issue for 
Black and White 

or 
£4.00 in Colour.  

Please email 
wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com to 

find out more. 

SELF STORAGE
Wiveliscombe

24 sq.ft up to 160 sq.ft units 
available

 
  

 07866 732209  or  07973 381278
www.wiveliscombeselfstorage.co.uk

 

mailto:wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com
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G. J. BRANFIELD
Fencing and Hedging Contractor

Posts & Rail. Panel & Stock Fencing
Gates Erected, Hedge Laying
Banking & Dry Stone Walling

Dry Logs for sale - by the load
 5, Langley Cross  Wiveliscombe

Tel: 01984 623435
 

HANDYMAN - GARDENER

 Garden Maintenance
Repairs in the home and garden

Carpentry, fencing walls
 

Phone Mike
on 01984 623474

michael.watters55@btinternet.com
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 Simon Bailey
Painter & Decorator

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

8 Bishops Green, Wiveliscombe
Tel:  01984 623981

Mobile:  07967 149025
email simonbailey31@yahoo.com
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Susan Steward
 

Specialising in Cane 
Seating

3 Langley Cross
Wiveliscombe TA4 2UG

01984 623105
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WILLIS & GRABHAM
Chainsaw & Garden Machinery Specialists

 

Lawnmowers - Chainsaws - Strimmers
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

 

 West Ritherdons, Langford Budville, Wellington, TA21 0RL
Telephone 01823 400936

Husqvarna 
 



39



40

From £3.00 per issue for Black 
and White 

or 
£4.00 in Colour.  

Please email 
wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com to find 

out more. 

mailto:wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com
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THORNE’S BUTCHERS
ESTABLISHED 1979 

5 WEST STREET, WIVELISCOMBE. 01984 623270 thornesbutchers@btopenworld.com
SHOP AT THORNES, FOR AFFORDABLE MEAT THAT YOU CAN TRUST

 

 
SELLING OUR OWN 

BEEF AND LAMB. 
LOCAL FREE-RANGE PORK.
FREE RANGE POULTRY AND 
EGGS, BACON AND CHEESE 

WHERE WE ALSO MAKE 
OUR OWN SAUSAGES, 

BURGERS, MEATBALLS, 
FAGGOTS, PIES, QUICHES,

SAUSAGE ROLLS AND PASTIES. 
COOKED HAM, PORK, 

TURKEY AND BEEF 
ALL COOKED ON OUR PREMISES.

 

MAIL ORDERS AVAILABLE 

WIVELISCOMBE HARDWARE LTD
10 West Street   01984624268

Mon- Fri 9.15-5.00
Sat 9.15-1.00

Ironmongery    Decorating
DIY    Household   Gardening

Kitchenware  Gift Ideas
& much more!!

 

The Fitzhead Tithe Barn
Venue for Hire

Wedding receptions, Parties, Funeral teas, 
Events, Exhibitions, Meetings etc. 

Reasonable rates.
Please see www.fitzhead.com/tithe-barn for 

info & hire costs
 

To make booking or discuss Covid 19 
arrangements, please ring Wendy Jonas on 

01823 400254 or 07950 556221
or email fitzheadtithebarn@gmail.com
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Useful Contacts

The Benefice of Wiveliscombe and the Hills

Rector:    Martin Walker rector@wiveychurches.org.uk 01984 629423
(Late evenings and early mornings and during lockdown): 01984 248601
Benefice Secretary:  Lorna Thorne:          admin@wiveychurches.org.uk              01984 629423
Benefice Admin Consultant: Sherry Rayson sherryrayson84@gmail.com 01984 568096
Readers:                    Martin Valuks:                                                                    01984 623302
                                   Vigdis Adams:                                                                    01984 623869
                                   Adam Green:                                                                     01984 623012
Safeguarding  Sarah Heard  colinsarahheard@gmail.com 01398 361202

Anna Chaplain Hazel Ramsay annachaplain@wiveychurches.org.uk 01984 248726

St Andrew’s Wiveliscombe
 Churchwarden: Rachel Adams rmadams56@icloud.com 07800 755630

NB Vacancies for Churchwarden and Assistant Churchwarden
PCC Secretary:        Lorna Thorne      pcc.secretary@wiveychurches.org.uk    
Treasurer:    Gloria Filbee  gloria.filbee@btinternet.com 01984 624653
Family ministry: Judith Swan swanaj@btinternet.com   01984 629030
Visiting Team:            Julie Newby 01984 623301
Bellringers Andrew Howard      deepleighfrc@yahoo.co.uk 01984 624366
Choir  Julie Newby       juliernewby@yahoo.co.uk 01984 623301
Flower Guild  Avril Gadd avrilgadd@gmail.com  01984 624470 

St Mary’s Brompton Ralph
Churchwarden:  Sue Welch:         sew69@btinternet.com                           01984 624716
Secretary:        
Treasurer           Mrs Helen Lock helenlock2@aol.co.uk 

All Saints, Chipstable
Churchwarden                      Thomasin Nares tgnares@btinternet.com 01984 624347                        
Dep. Churchwarden Joan Lee fradlees@yahoo.co.uk 01984 624821
Secretary:  Lisa Morrow lisa.morrow@talktalk.net
Treasurer: Sue Webber sue@abbeyestatesdevco.com 01984 624808 
 

St Mary Magdalene, Clatworthy
Churchwarden: Michael Biggs:  mandsbiggs@eclipse.co.uk                  01398 371317
Secretary:        Angela Oakins:                                                                       01398 371317
Treasurer: Jennifer Maunder:                                                                   01984 623410

St Peter’s Huish Champflower
Churchwarden + Secretary: Denise Broom   dbroom555@btinternet.com              01984 624395 
Churchwarden:    Julie Powles                                                                             01984 623701
Treasurer:        Caroline Colvin  washbattle@btinternet.com                     01984 629049

St Michael’s, Raddington
Churchwarden: Simon Coates                                    01398 361271 

Dep. Churchwarden:  Rebecca Mills  rebecca.mills673@gmail.com                 01398 361537
Secretary:        Elaine Welch                                                                          01398 361269
Treasurer: Colin Snow        01984 624663
 

                                                                 

                                                                      

 
                                                     

mailto:rector@wiveychurches.org.uk
mailto:rmadams56@icloud.com
mailto:gloria.filbee@btinternet.com
mailto:juliernewby@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:avrilgadd@gmail.com
mailto:tgnares@btinternet.com
mailto:fradlees@yahoo.co.uk
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Useful Contacts

St John the Baptist, Tolland
Churchwardens: Maureen Canney   maureencanney1@gmail.com 01984 656236

Linda Lloyd linda@goulds-farm.co.uk 01984 623155
Secretary:        Emma Wrayford emmawrayford@gmail.com 07717 314766 
Treasurer:        Heather Keane     heatherkeane12@gmail.com    01984 631462

St Luke’s Langley Marsh
Chair (when Rector not present):       Sir Christopher Airy
Secretary:       Alison Brigden: brigdenalis@aol.com                         01984 623338

Waterrow Village and  Chipstable & Raddington Church Hall
Contact :         Liz Kilbride         liz@kilbride.org.uk                             01984 623431

Other Churches found within The Benefice Boundaries
   

Evangelical Congregational Church, Silver Street, Wiveliscombe  

Pastor:  Rev Martyn Parry    pastor@wiveyevangelical.org 01984 623991
Secretary:  Felicity Parry     felicity@wiveyevangelical.org 01984 623991 
Website:     www.wiveyevangelical.org
(Sunday Services: 10.15am Prayer Meeting  11am with Communion on 1st Sunday of Month)
 

St Richard of Chichester’s Roman Catholic Church, Church Street, Wiveliscombe
Priest: Fr Ikeokwu Nduh  wellington.stjohnfisher@parish.cliftondiocese.com 01823 662283

(Services:  Mass: 9am Sunday 10am Thursdays)
 

 Brendon Hill (Beulah) Methodist Church
Minister:  Rev Nick Lakin
Church Steward Gill Tapp 01643  841280
Services: Every Sunday at 6.30pm At other times on Special Occasions.)
 

Other Useful Contacts

Magazine Contacts: see page 2

Community Office: 3 The Square, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2JT 01984 624777
Wivey Link c/o communityoffice@wiveliscombe.com 01984 624666
Surgery: Lister House, Croft Way, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2BF 01984 623471
Day Lewis Pharmacy 1 The Square, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2JT 01984 623284
Musgrove Park Hospital 01823 333444
Samaritans Free calls 116 123
Local CPSO Louise Fyne louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk 07889 659476 
Village Agent Cat Sweatman  cat@somersetrcc.org.uk 01823 331222

Wiveliscombe Library
Tuesday, Thursday, Fridays 10.00 -12.30 & 2.30 - 4.30pm
Saturday 10.00 –12.30 

To renew your loans: 0300 123 2224 or visit www.librarieswest.org.uk

Deadline for next magazine - 11 April 2021  wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
To advertise please contact wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com

mailto:linda@goulds-farm.co.uk
mailto:emmawrayford@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@wiveyevangelical.org
mailto:felicity@wiveyevangelical.org
mailto:communityoffice@wiveliscombe.com
mailto:louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk
mailto:gaby@somersetrcc.org.uk
mailto:wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
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New Subscribers: Would you like to receive regular copies of the magazine? 
If so please email wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com with your name, address, contact 

number and email, along with your BACs payment  
A year’s subscription is just £5 and runs from January to December.  

BACS details are ‘WHOF’  09-01-29,  20101213 
or write a cheque payable to ‘WHOF’ 

Or ring 01984 629423 for more details.’

Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________ Payment Method
___________________________________________ Cash
Contact Number or email_______________________ BACs
___________________________________________ Cheque

It’s Time to renew your Subscription for 2020! 
Existing subscribers: please hand payment of £5  to your distributor or pay by 

BACs and let them know

New Subscribers: 
To guarantee your copy every month 

please subscribe! It also helps us know 
how many copies to print and avoid 

waste. 
 To subscribe:

Email  wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com

with your name, address, contact number 
and email. If you have the technology 

please pay by BACs !

A year’s subscription is £5 (50p / copy) and 
runs from January to December.  

BACS details are
‘WHOF’     09-01-29       20101213

Cheques can be posted to ‘WHOF’
St Andrew’s Church, Benefice Office

   Church Street, Wiveliscombe,TA4 2LR

Want to Advertise in this 
space?

From £3.00 per issue for Black 
and White 

or 
£4.00 in Colour.  

Please email 
wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com to 

find out more. 

mailto:wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
mailto:wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com

