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Contents and About the Magazine

What strange times we live in! The lockdown is being eased very very slowly, 
making it hard to plan any public events: all we can do is wait and see what the next few 
months will bring. We can be thankful there have been so few cases of the virus locally 
and, with travel so restricted, for the beautiful area in which we live. It is striking, but not 
surprising, that the Community Office have had more offers of help than have been 
needed (p7). 

So what has been going on? The Wivey Recreation ground has turned 100 - 
what a wonderful gift to the town this has been (pp4-6). Just after this is sent to press 
the Brendon Towers Way will be inaugurated in a ‘restriction-compliant’ way (p26). 
Church buildings are beginning to be re-opened for private prayer. While some have had 
enforced inactivity others have been busier than ever - see inside for a few personal 
stories. 

When the lockdown ends what would we like to see changed in the way we live, 
work and worship? Do keep sending us your thoughts, reports and photos.

Lorna Thorne, Peter Pearson, Acting editorial team of Wivey and the Hills magazine

Articles and events, comments and feedback: wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com                          
Advertising: Lorna Thorne     wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com 01984 629423  
Magazine Distribution: Janet Hughes, 12 Lion d’Angers, 01984 624213

Expected Deadline for September 2020 edition: 9 August 2020
 Cover photo: fields near Winters cross, Huish Champflower, taken by Lorna Thorne 

Wivey and the Hills magazine is published 10 times a year by the Benefice of 
the seven parishes of Wiveliscombe, Brompton Ralph, Clatworthy, Chipstable, 
Huish Champflower, Raddington and Tolland. Its purpose is to promote the 
Christian faith in this area and all that is positive in our communities. 
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Letter from the Rector 

Safety note. Coronavirus is contagious. We have followed guidance in the 
distribution of this magazine and asked our distributors not to help if unwell, to wash 

their hands carefully, stay 2m away from other people and minimise contact with 
doors etc as far as possible

Welcome to our second lockdown magazine - hopefully our last...but 
who knows? The last two-month edition was all about how we were 
surviving the lockdown. With the gradual easing now underway, we’re 
starting to ask ourselves “What have we learned? Can we take these 
lessons and use them to make a better future?”

Some of us have found the last three months really tough, and Wivey has pulled out 
all the stops to help them: we owe a huge debt of gratitude to the Community Office, 
which moved into overdrive to make sure that the isolated and lonely were helped. 
Our Councillors Mark Blaker and Dave Mansell recruited and organised teams of 
volunteers who publicised and delivered a wide range of voluntary initiatives to make 
sure that no-one was forgotten or left high-and-dry, and the shopkeepers of Wivey 
pulled out all the stops to deliver supplies to all who were vulnerable, isolating and 
shielding, and we owe them a massive vote of thanks. Significantly, a team of 
volunteers set up to help people cope with emotional and spiritual stress dealt with 
just two referrals over its eight-week life - a tribute to the friendly support that 
neighbours instinctively offered each other - the lessons learned in the 
foot-and-mouth crisis about supporting each other have clearly been 
remembered.Well done, everyone!
Which all points to our first key lesson - we need each other more than we need the 
obsessive self-interest which takes rather than gives, hoards rather than 
shares.”Freely you have received: freely give.”( your time, your concern, your 
compassion - as our NHS- , Care-, and Key- Workers all showed us so wonderfully.)
And what might we have learned about what is really important? All the 
“non-essential” shops shut for three months - and suddenly our money stayed in our 
pockets (just as well, seeing how many of us were furloughed), and we had spare 
time on our hands. Deprived of our “retail therapy” - to what did we turn? Something 
less important ? - or something more valuable? Our garden? Our children? Our DIY 
projects, put off for so long? And now that the lockdown is easing, will we abandon 
them again, or have we started to re-evaluate our previous assumptions about what 
is a “must-have,” and what is a “must-do”?
And as we slowed down, and our skies emptied of aircraft, and our roads of traffic, 
did we take the opportunity to listen to the birdsong, to marvel at the pin-sharp 
brightness of the stars, and to gaze at the clarity of our sea- and river-water?
Whatever lessons the lockdown has taught us, will we now forget them, or re-build 
our lives around them?      Happy unlocking - or whatever awaits us next.    Martin



Wivey Rec is 100

On the 3rd June 1920 the War Memorial Recreation Ground was opened, in Memory 
of the Men of Wiveliscombe who fell in World War 1 1914 - 1918.
With this being 100 years since the opening of the Recreation ground and planned 
celebrations unable to happen due to the current pandemic, Wiveliscombe crafters, 
knitters and youth groups have been busy decorating the railings and Pavillion to 
mark the special occasion. The Pavilion is adorned with flags, the names and ages of 
the 55 Wivey Boys embroidered on them. 2 soldier silhouettes and 2 poppies.
The railings, yarn bombed with various items, flowers - due to the fields original name 
of Broad Meadow, the Pool - some interesting swimmers and spectators, some Rugby 
Players, a cricketer, scones and tea, picnic, a tribute to our NHS, a bonfire and other 
items. Some bunting made by Wivey Brownies and Guides and a Banner indicating 
the Rec is 100

The names and ages of each of the 55 Wivey Boys 
are embroidered on a flag. Reading from left to right 
- the first to the last casualty. The youngest known 
casualty was Frank Vallance aged 19 and 3 months. 
The oldest known casualty was William Gamlin aged 
44. The average age of Wivey casualties was 27 
although only 17 were aged 30+.Therefore 38 
casualties were aged between 19 and 29
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Huish Dates for Diary 

Thanks to all who contributed 
the crochet and knitting. The 
team who made up and 
attached the nets. The 2 
committee members, 1 who 
made the silhouettes and 
poppies and the other who 
made the 100 banner and flags.

Wivey Rec is 100
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Huish Dates for Diary 

Looking Ahead - the Hills and BeyondRainbows 

Congratulations to the Winner 
Gerry Simpson with 83 correct 
answers. 
The Organisers would like to thank 
everyone who bought a quiz. 
£300 has been donated to the 
upkeep of our recreation ground. 

ANSWERS 

Wivey Rec is 100- Quiz Answers
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The Community Support

Wiveliscombe and 10 Parishes – Coronavirus Community Support helpline is being 
coordinated through the Community Office in Wiveliscombe. The call for volunteers 
which started four weeks ago has resulted in a huge response from residents in 
Wiveliscombe and the surrounding areas and we currently have over 150 volunteers 
on the register. As much as possible we are matching volunteers to requests for help 
based on location and type of request. We have fulfilled every one of the 120 requests 
received to date mostly for shopping and prescription deliveries but also a few more 
unusual ones such as a toilet seat!  A big thank you to all those who have come 
forward.
 
Wivey Link is still running taking people to essential hospital appointments and 
delivering prescriptions on the Lister Link on Thursdays
 
If you are self isolating or in need please call the helpline  - 01984 
624777 is open 9am to 5pm Monday to Saturday  and after hours 
you can leave  a message or email coronahelp@wiveliscombe.com

Please don’t be embarrassed to ask for help! 

Since the beginning of the lockdown Wiveliscombe Area Partnership 
(WAP) has been at the centre of a group which is administering the Support Line for 
people in Wiveliscombe and across the 10 Parishes who are self isolating or 
shielding because of Covid 19.  This group is made up of WAP, Wivey Cares, The 
Town Council, St Andrew’s and Silver Street Churches and the Village Agent.

Our usual Community Office telephone line 01984 624777 is electronically      
re-directed to our staff and a number of volunteers so that we can offer a service for 
people who need shopping delivered or medication and prescriptions collected. This 
is now operating Monday to Friday between 9am and 3pm with an answer phone 
for out of hours calls. There is also a separate email address to support the helpline 
– coronahelp@wiveliscombe.com.
 
Since 23rd March we have received over 320 requests for help nearly all of which 
have been shopping and prescription deliveries together with numerous calls for 
general advice and information. We now have over 150 volunteers across 
Wiveliscombe and the 10 parishes together with a number of local support groups 
in many villages. We have not needed to call on every volunteer yet as the number 
of requests for help has not been as great as we expected. As much as possible we 
have been matching volunteers to requests for help from residents near to the 
volunteer and grouping requests for shopping deliveries to limit driving distances.
 
Wivey Link continues to operate to deliver prescriptions to Milverton and also to 
take passengers to essential medical, dental and opticians appointments. 
 
There is no way of knowing at this stage when we may be allowed to operate again 
in the way we have been used to.  Whilst some easing of restrictions has started 
the Community Office remains closed at the moment but staff are working from 
home supported by our wonderful volunteers and we are working hard on behalf of 
the community to make sure that no-one is disadvantaged or lonely
 
Caroline Adams, Office Manager, Wiveliscombe Area Partnership
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The Community Support 

The Community Office remains closed at the moment but 
Wivey Link is continuing to provide a service for urgent 

medical appointments

We are acting as a hub for community support groups 
across Wiveliscombe and the 10 Parishes

If you need any support at all during this difficult time please 
call us on

01984 624777
or e mail coronahelp@wiveliscombe.com

and we can find someone who can help you.

Please note new times from 1st June
Lines open: Mon—Fri 9.00a.m. till 3.00p.m.

Answer phone out of hours

BROMPTON RALPH SHOP & POST OFFICE
Contact: 01984 623267  bromptonralph@gmail.com                                                                                 
Shop Opening Times:

Monday to Friday 9.30 – 1.00 p.m.
5.00 – 6.00 p.m. (exc. Wednesday)
Saturday   10.00 – 12.00
Sunday      Closed

Post Office Opening Times:
        Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30 – 1.00 p.m.    
 A well-stocked shop:

-          Organic produce to order
-      Seasonal fruit & vegetables (when available)         
-      Frozen produce
-          Fresh milk (Mondays & Thursdays)
-          Regular orders taken & delivered on Tuesdays
-          Fresh bread, cakes, savouries from Glenmores (Tues/Sat)
-          Thornes meat orders taken on Tuesdays for Thursday
-          Queenswood Natural Foods stocked with special orders monthly-          
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 Tolland News Tolland News From the Registers 

From the Registers
Funeral service at Taunton Deane Crematorium 
1st May Joyce Mary Alice RINES (93)
11th May Sonia ROWE

Funeral service at Taunton Deane Crematorium followed 
by Interment of Ashes at St Andrew’s Wiveliscombe
15th May Flavia Mary MAGWOOD (85)
22nd June Gary Alan CLARK (65)

Funeral service at Taunton Deane Crematorium followed by 
Interment of Ashes at St Peter’s Huish Champflower
6th May Lucy Gwendoline Mary JORDAN (91)

Graveside Funeral at St Andrew’s, 
18th May         Judith (Judy) Ann MILLET (68)
5th June          Carl Dean GREGORY (42) 
6th June          Mary Brenda MCMULLIN (91)



The Taunton Foodbank of which Wiveliscombe is a satellite hub saw a 
93% increase in the provision of emergency food during April compared 
to the same period last year.
 
We believe that this local increase is unfortunately due to the impact of 
the coronavirus on people who were already struggling on a low income 
either as a result of being dependent on the benefit system or being in 
low paid insecure work. 
 
However, due to the incredible generosity shown by our local community 
in donating food, time and funds we have been able to meet this 
demand.  By making changes to the way we work we have been able to 
continue to offer people who cannot afford essentials the emergency 
help that is needed as safely as possible.
 
To everyone that has donated – THANK YOU.  In the past year in 
Wivey you have helped 162 people/families and donated 1,589 Kg of 
products.
 
Donation boxes are still open in the Co-Op, Day Lewis Pharmacy and at 
The Manse in Silver Street.  We would also like to thank Day Lewis 
Pharmacy for making us their local fundraiser during June.
 
If people need assistance and are having difficulty, they should contact 
in the first instance a local helping agency such as the Job Centre, 
Somerset West and Taunton Council, Citizens Advice, Village Agents, 
School Family and Support Worker.  Otherwise they can  email 
info@taunton.foodbank.org or phone 07761 624216 for further advice.
Felicity Parry

10

Wivey Foodbank Update 
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CCS Agents have handled an incredible 42,000+ requests for support during 
lockdown.  It's been wonderful to be part of brilliant community support being carried 
out by local parishes, churches and volunteers keeping the vulnerable fed and in 
receipt of prescriptions.  I'm clapping for them too on Thursday! 
Keep up to date with our news on Twitter and Facebook - @RuralSomerset , and 
Talking Cafes are on Facebook daily at 11am, 
www.facebook.com/TalkingCafeSomerset/Live  - you can ask live questions via the 
comments section 
Sadly, new scams are appearing. Thankfully, Avon and Somerset force so far have 
not received any reports of victims being duped by fraudsters. They are keen to 
maintain this and to help safeguard local communities. Their main advice is  
⦁    Scam texts and emails – avoid links/attachments in suspicious messages, 
NEVER respond to unsolicited messages/calls asking for personal/financial details. 
E.g. free school meal payments come as vouchers, no bank details required.  
⦁ Reporting Fraud to Action Fraud: www.actionfraud.org.uk or Citizens Advice 
Consumer Service on 0808 223 1133. 
⦁ Shopping online – be wary of deals/links to external sites from social media. 
Use a credit card as most providers insure online purchases. Look for the padlock 
mark on the web address bar to the left of the www. to show details are safe.   
⦁ Don’t give money to people you don’t know to do shopping. Deliveries – 
they'll knock and step back, no signatures required. We can check who your village 
volunteers are, so you know who to expect/contact. 
⦁   Install the latest anti-malware software and app updates to protect your devices 
from the latest threats 
⦁ A full list of identified scams can be viewed on the National Trading 
Standards website  www.nationaltradingstandards.uk/ 
⦁ Age UK Somerset have a clear list potential scams here: 
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/somerset/our-services/scams-advice/ 

The 10 Parishes Street Market and Carnival, which was to 
have been held on Sunday 13th September, has been 
cancelled.  The organisers feel that even by then, a large 
gathering would not be welcomed.  Let's plan for an even 
bigger and better event in 2021!
Pauline Homeshaw

From the Village Agent

http://www.facebook.com/TalkingCafeSomerset/Live
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/somerset/our-services/scams-advice/
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Our Gardens  

We continue to see 
different wildlife in our 
garden, recently we 
have been visited by 
two Partridge, although
 meant to be shy birds 
they have been as 
brave as the pheasant 
and very vocal, I hadn’t realised they 
were so noisy!!! Lorna 

The Great Spotted Woodpecker is a regular and most welcome visitor to our 
garden.This colourful bird provides an amazing example of God’s design in creation. 
Its strong beak and shock absorbing skull are perfect for finding food and making its 
home among the trees. Andy Kilbride

Sancti Garden
This church garden was created approx. 
15 years ago, and consecrated by The Rev 
Graham Owen. It was created from a rubbish 
dump in the modern churchyard. (the 
entrance from Rotten Row) with plastic pots, 
flowers, carrier bags, glass and rubbish 
removed.  6– 10 people were involved in 
clearing and planting, and took 3-4 months.  
Plants were given from generous church 
members, and 2 memorial seats were moved
into the garden.  

Any offers of help in the maintenance of the garden would be welcome.Janet Hughes 

A plaque dedicated for Joan Batiscombe, a long-standing member 
of the church and choir is installed on the wall near the door.

 The name ‘Sancti’ was given recognition of the book Sancti Stones 
written by Susan Farrington a documentation of the headstones in 
the old graveyard.
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Huish Dates for Diary 

Looking Ahead - the Hills and BeyondCoping During Lockdown - Keeping connected 

Langley Cross Book Swap continues to 
be popular and well-used. There is a 
surprising range of books; novels for all 
tastes, children’s books and non-fiction 
including biographies, travel, gardening 
and food.
All we ask is that books are  in good 
condition not ripped, stained or grubby.
Hilary Miller

Richard and I would like to thank everyone very much for their concern for his health 
over recent months, and for all your prayers. We are pleased to say that , for the 
moment, Richard has finished his last chemo and a biopsy showed that the 
leukaemia has gone, he is gaining weight rapidly and gradually getting his usual 
energy back. Musgrove, The Beacon Centre, have given him excellent care over the 
past months;  they will be keeping an eye on him with weekly blood tests. We really 
appreciate the support of all our friends in Wiveliscombe.
Very many thanks, Richard and Julie Newby

"Wiveliscombe Public Toilets re-opened at the 
beginning of June, much to the delight of many 
local residents, delivery drivers and waste 
disposal teams. Town Councillor Roger Wilson 
was there to make sure they looked their best.  
The toilets have been re-decorated and made 
ready for the opening and the railings outside are 
now enhanced by planters filled with summer 
bedding plants.  Thanks to the Wiveliscombe 
Garden Club, the planters have been in situ since 
the winter.  After recent lockdown easing, it 
became easier for Club members to locate 
compost and plants, so the planters are back, to 
bring a smile to the faces of many people who 
appreciate the public service by the Town Council 
managed toilets"

Just to say that we have been glad the chip shop has opened again and on last 
Friday‘s visit I was blessed to see a beautiful bright double rainbow over the 
churchyard with the cross in the middle of it. So sorry that I didn’t have my camera to 
take a picture but it was a real sign for our times! Martin Valuks  
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A Prayerful Walk 

Cricket pass the 
ball challenge 

Thank you God
On Sunday , 24th May at 11am, having listened to the 10 Radio Service and put 
our lunch in the oven, Richard and I set out for an hour’s “Prayerful Walk” . The 
sun was shining and it was comfortably warm as we walked along the road to 
Langley . We were feeling so thankful that Richard is now very much better, after 
starting a second course of chemo in January, now finished, and able to do an 
hour’s walk, if more slowly than he might have done nearly 18 months ago when 
the first cancer was diagnosed.

We turned right into Grants Lane from Langley Cross and followed the road 
round, stopping to watch the lambs playing in the fields. I have been watching 
them grow during lockdown as I have done this walk many times. How lucky we 
are to live in this beautiful part of Somerset where we can walk quite safely and 
people we meet have been so considerate and friendly, social distancing. It 
makes me feel sad for those in busy cities, living in crowded accommodation and 
high rise flats with no gardens, some with young children, who must find it difficult 
to safely distance and keep themselves and their families occupied and happy. At 
the end of Grants lane, where it meets Ford Road, we turned right and followed 
the main road back into Wiveliscombe, stopping at each gate for a breather, to 
admire the views and realise what a wonderful world God has created. It has 
been good, during lockdown, to see families cycling along this usually busy road, 
and we think again, how thankful we are to live in Wiveliscombe. Down the hill, 
turn right into Burges Lane and we are confronted again by the most spectacular 
views all around. We thanked God for Richard’s improving health, our scattered 
families, our friends and neighbours who have been so helpful and supportive, 
and for all our local shops, kindly delivering food and medication, all so quickly 
and efficiently during lockdown. We have been able to listen and see members of 
St. Andrews during the online Church Services on Sundays, the Church Choir 
have been able to record their voices which have been emailed to Tom who has 
magically made their singing sound very professional! People everywhere have 
learnt all about zoom to keep in touch, etc. We have joined our neighbours on 
Thursday evenings on our doorsteps, to clap for 
the NHS . We have been able to spend hours in 
our garden, enjoying nature, watching the birds, 
and our plants gradually coming to life again 
after the winter. What a lot we have to be 
thankful for. I wonder how we would have coped 
without the good weather which seemed to start 
at the beginning of lockdown and has only just 
become unsettled, we needed the rain; and I 
think that God had a hand in this to help us along. 
We returned home to finish cooking our lunch, feeling full of thanks to God for 
helping us through this terrible and ongoing pandemic.
Stay safe everyone       Julie Newby
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The Spirit of Jazz - Crafting

THE SPIRIT OF JAZZ
For some years Wivey jazz lovers have been 
entertained by 'live' jazz once a month at Cotleigh 
Brewery, this under the guise of WIVEY HAS JAZZ a 
club created and run by Ivor and Ruth Topp.
Ivor strives to find the best bands mainly playing in 
the New Orleans 'trad' style of jazz.
Back in the 1800's and to this day jazz bands 'play' the deceased to funerals in a 
grand and sensitive style of music and over the years bands have created a 
formidable repertoire of Spirituals and Hymns which offer the listener a range of 
emotions and moving experiences.
A well known New Orleans musician describes a 'traditional' New Orleans funeral 
march as follows :-
On the way to the graveyard they all walk slowly, following the cornet player. the 
cornet player is boss. Sometimes it takes them four hours to get to the cemetery. All 
the way they just chant music and 'moan' and at the graveyard questions about the 
deceased are chanted.." Wasn't he a good man " " Oh! didn't he ramble " and so on.
After the burial they go back to homesteads playing Spirituals and Hymns in keeping 
with memories of the deceased.....they don't just play they pull their instruments apart!
These wonderful Spirituals and Hymns can now be accessed via YouTube with bands 
like Chris Barber with Ottilie Paterson, Phil Mason, Bessie Smith, George Lewis, and 
Sammy Rimmington to mention just a few.
Most of the bands we get at Cotleigh will play your requests so when we get back to 
normal come along to the Club enjoy the live music and maybe put in your favourite 
Spiritual  request!
Wivey has Jazz performs on the third Friday of the month.  Dudley Edgar
The Jazz evenings for 2020 have been cancelled. 

WIVELISCOMBE CRAFT GROUP
 I do hope everybody is keeping well and busy in these difficult times.   We have now 
missed three group meetings and I am hopeful that we shall be able to recommence 
our gatherings in September.   As the Carnival has been cancelled, I have also 
cancelled the Craft Group booking for the Community Centre on what would have been 
Carnival Day.
 
If the September meeting takes place it will be on Thursday 10 September in the 
Community Centre between 2.30pm and 4.30pm.   Please bring some of your 
‘lockdown projects’ to share with the group.   I, myself have been busy quilting but have 
not been able to complete my projects as I have run out of a particular colour thread!
 
If you need any further information please contact either Audrey on 01984 623736 or
Lorna on 01984 623193.   Happy crafting.
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Cuttings from the Garden: May and June Lockdown

The garden has been at the centre of 
our lives during past weeks, and we 
feel very fortunate to have so much 
space and beauty, and to be 
surrounded by the magnificence of the 
natural world.  I heard someone say on 
the radio how the landscape was her 
church, which made me think of the 
parallel between creating a lovely 
garden and building the beautiful 
churches of our benefice. With 
churches closed, there is much to be 
said for reflection in the glory of 
landscape, where nature continues in 
spite of the lockdown. It is sometimes 
quite overwhelmingly beautiful in the 
bright sun of April and May with young 
growth appearing so faithfully and 
gloriously.

In the garden, May, rather than June, 
was the flaming month, with plant 

growth and development so rapid initially, then far too fast in the excessive heat and 
drought. Rhododendrons faded and burned in the relentless sun, and roses bloomed
 frantically in the heat and dropped their 
petals too soon. There have been so 
many bumble bees and solitary bees 
taking advantage of this cornucopia of 
nectar and pollen, their loud buzzing 
competing with the songs of chiffchaffs 
and black caps in the sun.

In the wildflower meadow, development 
was also rapid and accompanied by large 
numbers of butterflies and day-flying 
moths, the latter of which the red-winged 
burnett and cinnabar moths have been 
most noticeable. Damsel flies and 
dragonflies have graced the ponds as 
usual, but sadly there have been fewer 
swallows and housemartins dipping for 
flies this year. Strangely, there seem to 
have been far fewer flies trying to invade 
the house.
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The beginning of June brought the much-longed-for rain; it was by no means enough 
but at least herbaceous growth perked up, and rows of carrots and beetroot looked 
much more cheerful at last.  The approach of the cold front, which brought lower 
temperatures and rain, was very dramatic.  The photo below shows its approach from 
the northwest, the upturned cirrus cloud indicative of high altitude winds and marking 
the boundary between tropical and polar air masses. As I write, I hope we have more 
fine weather, but we could all do with much more rain to make the grass grow again 
after the early cuttings of silage and hay. June last year was rather cool and damp 
following a warm Spring, so perhaps ........ As usual, thank goodness, we shall have 
to wait and see what sort of weather arrives!

Meanwhile, there 
is a huge glut of 
soft fruit to pick, 
and the lazier 
tones of the 
herbaceous border 
to admire in July. I 
love this quiet and 
solitary existence 
– I really have 
retired at last!

Sue Welch

Cuttings from the Garden: May and June Lockdown
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May Pickings from the garden in June – Fruits of the Spirit?

The garden is a huge source of inspiration; I find it so uplifting and I would like to 
share my thoughts on this June morning.

Having watched a flamboyant bullfinch and his mate pecking seeds from a geranium 
(the herbaceous sort, not a pelargonium), I went into the garden to wallow in the 
delights of the vegetable patch. Recent rain has brought everything on so 
amazingly; daily watering does not have the same effect at all, and it is so exciting to 
see so much potential developing – beans, courgettes, beetroot, carrots and Swiss 
chard all suddenly growing visibly. Potatoes, planted late, now in full flower, so they 
can begin to be harvested in the next few days.

Anyway, while picking them this morning, I thought of fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5 
vs 22-25) and drew some parallels.  Here, briefly, is what I thought about:

·        Gooseberries are not universally enjoyed; rather like Marmite, one either likes or 
dislikes them, but increasingly, it seems, people have not even tasted them, so how 
can they know their glory?

·        Picking them can be hazardous – the stems have ferocious spines – but that 
makes them all the more attractive when you enjoy them – they come at a price.

·        They are so generously given – the amount on each stem can be overwhelming, 
but that makes them a delight to share with others.

·        Gooseberries are a versatile food; raw (a real shock 
to your mouth!), made into jam, cooked in pies, 
crumbles, and with frangipane (the best!), or whizzed 
into cream or yoghourt to make gooseberry fool.  
They make wonderful chutney, or a sauce to cut 
through the oil of mackerel.

·        Their flavour is unique – almost musky, always zingy 
and totally recognisable.  No need for me to enlarge on the links with Paul’s words, 
but I suspect he might have liked gooseberries too!

Sue Welch

June is special for soft fruit. We have gooseberries and 
blackcurrants, redcurrant, a good row of strawberries and a 
row of Autumn raspberries.  I have been picking 
gooseberries for a week, and giving away far more than we 
can consume.  They freeze beautifully; no attention needed 
other than to top, tail and wash them. At the start of 
lockdown, making an inventory of food in the freezer, I came 
across several pounds labelled 2017 and made some 
delicious gooseberry and ginger jam.
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 On the Allotment

June & July are my favourite 
months of the year; it’s when all 
the planting has been done and 
everything is growing well and 
looking fresh, and I look forward 
to harvesting some fresh veg. I 
managed to dig some potatoes 
that I grew in the poly tunnel at 
the end of May they were 
delicious, and I have started to 
pick broad beans, and harvest 
some lettuce. I keep sowing 
Lettuce seed, just a small amount 
in a pot and then transfer them to the poly tunnel. It means that I can keep us 
supplied with lettuce right through to the autumn. My runner beans are looking well 
and are climbing up the sticks; I have to help them sometimes as some will climb 
up the wrong stick, so I manually wind them around the correct stick always 
remembering that they only go anticlockwise around the stick. Some of the plot 
holders were caught out this year with the frost we had in early May and they lost 
their plants. That’s why I never sow runner beans before the first of May. They can 
also succumb to the cold winds we can get at that time of the year. I have got to 
plant out some late sown runner beans and the climbing French beans. French 
beans can be sown as late as the first week in July, I like to do this as it extends the 
harvesting period into October if the weather stays kind.

I am disappointed with my sweet peas, some have not grown, the ones that have 
survived are producing flowers, I have been busy giving them water during May 
and early June as it’s been very dry and they do need a lot of water. I have also 
been watering my celeriac; it’s a bog plant so they will take all the water that I can 
give them.

The beetroot is now growing well, but my carrots have failed again, it is the one 
crop that I have most trouble with, I haven’t had a decent crop of carrots for the 
past three years. I wish I knew what I am doing wrong.

The sweet corn is looking good as well as the squashes and the courgettes.

At home my tomatoes are growing really well and I have some green fruit on them, 
they need some sunshine to ripen them.

During this lock down the plot has kept me sane and something to look forward to 
every day.    

Adrian Somerfield        
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Ways to still enjoy local outdoor openspaces

Burges Meadow, Maundown 
If anyone would like to come to our 
garden and have a wander, keeping away 
of course from any one else, they would 
be very welcome.  People can bring 
along their own flasks of tea and cake.  
There are plenty of sitting places while 
you have your tea! We have an outside 
loo which will have soap, water and anti 
bac wipes available, and there is 
reasonable parking in our drive.  If you 
would like a change from the four walls 
and would like to banish the Corona Blues, you would be very welcome.  As 
the garden wakes up from the wettest winter anyone can recall, it might cheer 
you up! Just phone us any time (we aren’t going anywhere!) on 01984 624564 
and book your wander and if you come and felt generous, there will be a 
collecting box for Wivey Link for your kind donation
Bob and Pauline Homeshaw

NGS GARDEN OPENINGS

Elworthy Cottage will be 
open for the National 
Garden Scheme on 
Thursdays 9th and 30th 
July and Sunday 26th July 
but you must book in advance on the NGS website 
(https://ngs.org.uk/product-category/garden-tickets/ ). 
Entry is currently by timed ticket in order to manage numbers safely and 
there will be no refreshments and no toilet facilities available."

Open Gardens 

https://ngs.org.uk/product-category/garden-tickets/
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Another way of doing church
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Your Community Needs You!

10Radio will be broadcasting a Community Update show 
9-10am each day during COVID19

It brings together information and the support available in the 
10 Parish area. We hope it will be of particular use to those 
with limited internet access.

Please let people know and if you are involved with a support network we want to 
hear from you and what you are doing for our community.

#CommunityRadio, Tel 01984 624137 studio@10radio.org

105.3fm - www.10radio.org - apps

Another way of doing church

mailto:studio@10radio.org
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This has been achieved through the creativity of a number of our presenters who 
have been busy producing programmes at home.
This means that each weekday we are able to broadcast our Community Update
programme at 9.00 am (repeated at 1.00 pm) which has been bringing all the latest 
information about the help, support and services as well as interviews with local 
shop owners and food providers in the local area. There are also short exercise and 
stretch sessions called 10today each Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10.00 am 
to keep those confined at home agile.  For those who enjoy a good sing, there is a 
Community Sing-a-along programme led by Fodo Higginson every Tuesday at 
11.00 am and repeated on Thursdays at 3.00 pm.  And the Home Service, 
established just before the lockdown, designed to bring Christian worship and 
inspiration to people’s front rooms where going to church has been impossible, has 
had a tremendous response, not only in terms of the wide range of people tuning in 
from across the area each week, but also with the involvement of a variety of church 
leaders and lay worship assistants around the 10 parishes and beyond.  This is 
broadcast on Sunday mornings at 10.00 am and repeated Wednesdays at 11.00 am 
but, like many of our regular programmes, is available through our “Listen Again” 
facility through our website www.10Radio.org .
And don’t miss the perfect way to start your day with The Barry & Dr.Colin Show 
‘Lite’ – each weekday 8 - 9am who provide a musical think-link challenge each day 
and are happy to play request and dedications they receive.
 
We are unable to man our telephone at the moment, but for any of the above shows 
or if you have information you want to share with people in our local area, please 
contact 10Radio by email at studio@10radio.org or text the word STUDIO followed 
by your message to 07786 20 22 40   or you  through 10Radio on facebook & 
Twitter. And if you want to find out about the many others shows which are being put 
on air do look at the 10Radio schedule at www.10Radio.org . 

We’ve already discovered that radio is not only an easily accessible means of 
communication for people over a wide local area but it is also a way of 
disseminating information quickly and easily as well as providing the huge comfort 
of hearing local, friendly voices providing you with information and entertainment 
throughout the day and hight.  Tune in at 105.3 FM or pick us up via our the internet 
at www.10Radio.org or we can be  picked up through various Radio apps on your 
smartphone.

Andrew Norris
Chair of 10Radio

Even though we have had to close our studio 
during the lockdown, 10radio, your local 
community radio station, has continued to 
broadcast, 24 hours a day throughout the 
Covid pandemic.

News from 10 Radio

http://www.10radio.org/
http://www.10radio.org/
http://www.10radio.org/
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     St Andrew’s  Wiveliscombe            
1st Sun 10.45am Morning Worship Service 

Followed by Soup Lunch, this service includes 
youth groups, Allsorts and Xstream

2nd Sun 10.45am Holy Communion Service
this service includes youth groups, 
Allsorts and Xstream

3rd Sun 10.45am All Age Family Service
 Proceeded by breakfast 9.45am-10.30am in aid of the Semillki Trust

4th Sun  10.45am Holy Communion Service 
this service includes youth groups, Allsorts and Xstream

6.00pm FreeStyle Service 
5th Sun 10.45am Benefice Communion Service within one of the 

Benefice Churches
Thursday mornings in term time from 10.00am -12.30pm Community Cafe for All 

Benefice Churches - Wivey and the Hills

 The next couple of pages shows the usual pattern of Services within our Benefice for 
those who may not be familiar with them. All currently suspended.

Opening of churches for personal prayer
At the time of writing, churches can now be opened for personal prayer, provided that 
health and safety conditions are being met in a supervised manner.
Check with your local church for when they are opening. 
Each benefice church is displaying a notice on its front door or in its porch.
In normal times, churches are simply left open. However, the need for supervision to 
ensure that infection spread is minimised, creates huge personnel problems, especially 
in the villages. For this reason, some churches have elected to open only on Sunday 
mornings.
In Wivey, Martin is opening and supervising St Andrew’s every weekday morning from 
11 a.m. to 12 noon, on Sunday’s from 10.45-11.45am and at other times by personal 
arrangement - please contact him rector@wiveychurches.org.uk  or 248601, 

 St Luke’s, Langley Marsh
1st Sun  8.30am Holy Communion 

3rd Sun 8.30am Holy Communion

St Michael's, Raddington
1st Sunday  9.45am Matins (Winter months) 

 6.00pm Evensong (summer months)

3rd Sunday 9.15am Holy Communion

mailto:rector@wiveychurches.org.uk
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Benefice Churches in the Hills 

St Peter’s Huish Champflower.
1st Sunday: 11.15am 
- Family service with Holy Communion

3rd Sunday:  10.00am - Matins 
followed by tea, coffee & biscuits.

 

St Peter’s Church, Huish Champflower - Dates for your Diary 2020

Sat 9th May 75th Anniversary VE Day Tea -  3-5pm
War time music, display of WWII memorabilia in the church

Sun 10th May Church Service 10.00am with Collection for The Royal British Legion
Mon 25th May* Coombe Park Gardens Open -10.30am-1pm

Refreshments, Raffle & Cake Stall, 
Entry £3.50, 12yrs & under no charge. Dogs Welcome

Sun 28th June* St Peter’s Sit-in Sunday - 10.30am-4.00pm
in the Church Porch Denise and Julie will be receiving your donations 
for the Churchyard Grass Cutting

Sat 11th July* Summer Salad Saturday  - 12noon -2pm
£5 per person, salad lunch, raffle, bring & buy in the Church

Sat 8th Aug* Coffee and Cake Bring & Buy, Raffle, 10.30am -12noon in the Church
Sat 5th Sept Fete, Produce Show & Dog Show @ Village Hall
Mon 5th Oct* Harvest Supper 7pm in the Village Hall, £7 per Adult.

Auction of produce & raffle.  Please bring own drinks & cutlery
Sat 7th Nov* Christmas Fair-10.30am -1pm in the church, stalls, raffle, Bring & Buy 

& refreshments. To hire a table @ a cost of £7 contact Julie Powles
Sun 20th Dec Carols around the Tree- 10.00am in the church Collection for V Hall

* proceeds from these events for church funds

St Mary’s, Brompton Ralph
  

2nd Sun 10.30am Holy Communion Service 

4th Sun 1 0.00am Matins (winter months)
6pm Evensong (summer months)

5th Friday Coffee Morning  10.30am to 12 noon 
in the Village Hall 

St John the Baptist, Tolland
 
Seasonal Services held  

throughout the year, 

All Saints’, Chipstable
 

2nd Sunday - 10.00am  Holy Communion

.

                              

 

 

 
 

                                                                   

BRENDON HILL  (Beulah) METHODIST CHURCH
Watchet, Somerset TA23 0LL (jct B3224 and B3190)  
Services at 6.30pm every Sunday.       
 A warm welcome to our unique hill country chapel

 

St. Mary Magdalene, Clatworthy
2nd  Sunday 10.00am - Holy Communion

 4th Sunday 6.00pm-  Evening Service (summer months)

  10.00am - Matins (winter months) 
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The Brendon Tower Way Walk

The Wivey Way
In the meantime, how about tackling the 
Wivey Way or one of the shorter, circular 
walks as detailed in the excellent 
‘Wiveliscombe Circular Walks book, still 
available from the Post Office and Community 
Office? 
Overleaf we print the outline map of the Wivey 
Way from the book, with the kind permission 
of its creator Peter Sharman and authors 
Brenda Boyland and Ann Scotter.
Details in OS 128, Taunton and the 
Blackdown Hills

(details in April’s magazine) 
Leaflets are now available from Post Office and  Churches if open
Eighteen months ago, Ann Scotter and Brenda Boyland suggested a walk linking the 
8 Churches in The Benefice of the Hills and Wiveliscombe. The inspiration arose from 
John Osborne’s Lenten Walks of the previous two years. The Rector, Churchwardens, 
Walkers and other interested parties met for several months.
They deliberated on the route, name of route, costings, consulted with Somerset 
County Council, Rights of Way department and landowners as necessary.

The end result is The Brendon Towers Way, a circular walk of 20.7 miles, linking the 
eight churches, way marked with distinctive red markers. Illustrated leaflets with brief 
information about the churches and the route will be available in the Post Office, 
Community Office and all the Churches for a small charge.

Donations towards the cost were received from The Jim Laker Fund, Lydeard St. 
Lawrence and Tolland, Chipstable, Wiveliscombe Councils and from the Walks Book 
Fund held by Wiveliscombe Council, for which we are truly grateful. Special thanks to 
Lorna Thorne, Julie Mitchell, Gerry Simpson, David O, Adam Green and the Wivey 
Walkers without their help this project would be still on going.

The route has been carefully walked and re walked, signage updated where 
necessary by ROW. The route is on definitive footpaths as per SCC., for the most part 
well maintained, but nature sometimes wins!
 

Walking is something that can be enjoyed this summer despite limitations imposed by 
the virus. It is possible to maintain social distance if the group is very small. You do 
not have to go far, The Brendon Towers Way is right on your doorstep!  Already it has 
been appreciated for the scenery and walk, although the churches remain closed for 
the present. There are no facilities on the route, minimal in some churches when 
open, therefore advisable to take fluids and sustenance. We look forward to 
specialised walks, for example archeology, geology, photography and such like in the 
future.
 

We are so fortunate to live in such a beautiful part of the world so do get out this 
summer, appreciate it and get fit (ter). We have heard the record time for running the 
route is 5 hours. Maybe someone could beat this??

Do let us know, also any comments about the walk.

Remember to follow the countryside code. Ann Scotter and Brenda Boyland 

The Launch of the Brendon 
Towers Way has been postponed 
but you can still enjoy the route 
follow the red markers as shown 
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Growing in Faith ‘Count Your Blessings’ Word Searches 

Here is are two great word searches created by Levi Jackson, Sarah, and Hope.
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Scouts Volunteers request  - Can you help?

VOLUNTEERS -
Be a part of it!

The 1st Wiveliscombe Scout Group has healthy numbers of young people enjoying 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts and although the groups have not been able to meet 
recently, we are actively planning for their return in the Autumn, conditions allowing.
 
We have a number of vacancies available for volunteers to help in Scouting. You do 
not have to be a parent of a young member! There are some uniformed and 
non-uniformed positions available as follows:
 
Roles with young people:
 
•    Group Scout Leader. A uniformed role supporting and co-ordinating existing 

leaders, and providing a link between the leadership and the Executive 
Committee (trustees.) This role would suit someone who either currently has 
management experience, or who is seeking to gain it. Full training is provided.

•    Leaders. Vacancies are available for assistant leaders and leaders of Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts. You would be joining an existing successful team and would be 
supported and trained in your new role.

 
The Executive Group. This group are the trustees of the Scout Group and their role 
is to oversee the group, supporting the leadership team and managing issues such 
as finance, etc. We are seeking:
 
•    Chair of the Executive Group.  Leading and chairing Group Executive 

meetings (4 - 6 per annum). Supporting the Group Scout Leader.
• Treasurer. Managing the finances of the Group, keeping accurate records 

and reports.
• Members. Whilst we have a healthy sized group, we are always willing to 

welcome new members who would like to support our successful group of young 
people, in a non-uniformed role.

 For more information and an informal discussion, please contact Daimon Tilley 
(Chair) at daimontilley@hotmail.com or 01984 623509
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Toby Swan and Levi Jackson have been working with Rachel Adams on the eco 
church programm.  Follow them on the Instagram page climate_made_simple. 
They are planning to make a regular appearance in the magazine.  
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The Brendon Towers Way News Growing in faith - Homegroups and Silent Prayer

The Thursday evening Homegroup now meets online at 8.15pm every week on 
Zoom. On alternate weeks we are studying Paul's letter to the Ephesians,and on 
the weeks in between we meet just to chat and pray together. At other times we 
keep in touch on WhatsApp. Following our completion of the Blessings course, and 
as lockdown eases, we have begun to do some prayer walks around Wivey and in 
the Hills on Monday evenings. If anyone wishes to join us for the group sessions or 
the prayer walks please talk to myself (01984 629261) or any member of the group. 
Tony Blackmore 

The Tuesday evening group now meets on ‘Teams’. The advantage is that 
people who are not so computer savvy can phone in. We finished the wonderful 
Blessings course and are now exploring Frank Viola’s From Eternity to Here (see 
book review). Peter pncpearson@yahoo.co.uk 

Liz Kilbride runs a half hour zoom group every Monday morning at 11 am, 
with a core of the Lent group and a few extra families joining in: contact Liz on 
liz@kilbride.org.uk  if you’re interested in joining. Ann Perry writes:

We are a small friendly group, and have on separate sessions been 
looking at various emotions such as Patience, Anger, Fear, and Anxiety. 
These have of course been very appropriate and important subjects 
particularly at these strange times that we are living through at present.   We 
each contribute our own feelings and experiences, and look at bible readings 
plus positive and encouraging passages from christian writers.   Liz provides 
us with challenges to think about, and prayers to sustain us and people in 
need.  When we talked about Guardian Angels, I said that I always tell my 
older grandchildren “Don’t  drive faster than your guardian angel can fly”!   
We also share any particular anxieties, pray for all our church family, our own 
family and friends, and for the wider world.  Ideas for our next meetings will 
include positive themes such as Thankfulness, Counting our Blessings, and 
Looking forward with Hope.

Finally, we sometimes share a few Amish proverbs from one of my 
favourite books, and these are about faith, which seem appropriate for us all 
at this time of worry. (see opposite)

The silent meditation group, including the Julian Meeting, 'meets' for a 
session of silent prayer together on Tuesdays at 1030 for half an hour. We keep in 
touch  by email and telephone, but some of us also us Zoom to share a virtual cup 
of coffee after our formal session ends.. We find encouragement in knowing we are 
working together apart, and would welcome others to join us. Just email 
meditate@summit.me.uk or talk to Adam on 01984 623012

Friday morning prayers are continuing on Zoom – contact Rector Martin for 
password details.

mailto:pncpeartson@yahoo.co.uk


New Subscribers: Would you like to 
receive regular copies of the magazine? 

If so please email 
wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com

with your name, address, contact number 
and email, along with your BACs payment  
A year’s subscription is £5 (50p / copy) and 

runs from January to December.  
BACS details are

‘WHOF’     09-01-29       20101213
Or ring 01984 629423 for more details.
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Letter from Bishop of Bath and Wells, Peter Hancock

Building a sustainable and hopeful future
 
One impact of the Coronavirus pandemic is there is now 
a lot of talk about the need to change and to re-imagine 
society, in order to build a sustainable and hopeful future.  
This is to be welcomed.  However, change is something 
that we always have to live with.  The Greek philosopher, 
Heraclitus, writing some 500 years before Christ, was a great proponent of this.  
He is known for saying: ‘There is nothing permanent except change’ and that you 
cannot step into the same river twice.  By this he meant that just as the river flows 
so that you cannot touch the same water twice, so no two situations are exactly the 
same and that the world is constantly changing.
 
We live in a time of extraordinary change.  Self-driving transport is now practical, 
not just for cars, but also perhaps more alarmingly for ships and aircraft.   Artificial 
Intelligence is opening amazing new possibilities and medicine is advancing 
rapidly as the decoding of the human genome increases our understanding of 
many diseases.  At the same time our world groans under the weight of lifestyles 
and exploitation of resources which are not sustainable.  I am writing this on World 
Environment Day and it is becoming increasingly clear that we need to change the 
way we live before we wreck even more havoc on the world which God has given 
us to steward and care for.
 
But in looking for change we need perhaps to look in rather than out.  I remember 
once reading someone saying: ‘You can’t change what is going on around you, 
until you start changing what’s going on within you’. Or as Tolstoy put it: ‘Everyone 
thinks of changing the world. But no one thinks of changing themself.’ It is 
sometimes said that if ‘we change the way we look at things, the things we look at 
change.’ There may be so truth in that and perhaps we need to use this time of 
lockdown to continue to reflect on what it means to look at the world through God’s 
eyes and to live faithfully in God’s world so that we all play our part in building a 
sustainable and hopeful future.
 
Every blessing
Bishop Peter

Faith is like an umbrella; it protects us through the storms of life.
Faith is the bridge over which we cross all the unknown waters of tomorrow.   
When fear knocks at the door, send faith to answer!
F-A-I-T-H - Forsaking all, I trust him.
If God brings you to it, he will bring you through it.
Faith is like stepping out at God’s command onto what appears to be a 
cloud and finding it to be a solid rock.
Courage is faith singing in the rain.
When you find time on your hands, put them together in prayer.
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Growing in Faith - The Pastor’s Pen - Martyn Parry 

authors of the day such Arthur C. Clarke, Jules Verne, Ray Bradbury, J. R. R. 
Tolkien to name just a few. 

In this “imagination world” the human race is often threatened by some alien being 
intent on destroying both the human race and plundering the world’s natural 
resources.
And amazingly in this make-believe world the human race joins together, is united, 
combines its abilities in defeating this pesky alien and its woeful intent. Suddenly 
there are no national boundaries, no politics, no language difficulties (all speak 
English) And surprise, surprise the good guys (us) win and the world is 
saved...pheew.!
 
Personally, when we knew about this Virus, I was sort of hoping that we perhaps 
would do the same.  In many ways this virus is an alien to us, seeks to destroy us, 
kills us, wreaks our way of life and is beginning to inflict havoc with our personal 
and world economy. It may not have two heads, and a large spaceship, but this is 
no Syfy but a reality.  And I was naively hoping that the world would somehow pull 
together, be united and fight the common cause...but alas my hope has been 
dashed.  National and domestic politics has raised its head, the third world remains 
in third place, and somehow, regrettably our common humanity is vanishing.
 
For many this Virus has brought us to a reality that despite all our rhetoric, all our 
technological advances, we are simple human beings, laid low by something we 
cannot even see.  However, this Covid Virus can take away much, but it cannot 
take away our faith and assurance.
 
Humanity was designed for a relationship with God. As the body craves 
oxygen so the spirit craves God. We all have a passionate desire to know God and 
to communicate with him. Our main error is that we put our misguided faith and 
trust in frail, finite and limited things that cannot satisfy that trust.
 
But for some, things do not change. The Biblical truths of faith still remain real 
today.
My vision for the future is that perhaps we will finally put our faith and trust in a 
person that will not fail us. I believe that God desires a relationship with each one 
of us, a bond that cannot be broken...The truth is, all people need the Gospel, and 
He seeks people who will have an authentic, trusting walk with Him, human folk 
who have a hunger for Him. ‘When you search for Me, with all your heart you will 
find Me’ ...That is no Syfy but a living reality. (Jeremiah 29:13).
 
 

Greetings.  Are you a Syfy fan? The 
stories and ‘tall tales’ that are Science 
Fiction? Things like Star Wars /Trek, War of 
the Worlds, Dr Who, Independence Day and 
so on.  I grew up on some of the Syfy 
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Looking Ahead - the Hills and Beyond

 

Growing in Faith - Continuing on from the Blessings Course

We read this in our Bible notes this morning.
Liz Kilbride

The Lord bless you
And keep you

Make His face shine upon you
And be gracious to you

The Lord turn His
Face toward you

And give you peace

May His favour be upon you
And a thousand generations

And your family and your children
And their children, and their 

children

May His presence go before you
And behind you, and beside you
All around you, and within you
He is with you, He is with you

In the morning, in the evening
In your coming, and your going
In your weeping, and rejoicing

He is for you, He is for you

Based on Numbers 6:24-26
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj

5U

This is our vision, that the people in Wivey and the Hills would know God loves them 
and wants to bless them and be an intimate part of their lives. During Lent we started 
the Blessings course (from the Ffald y Brenin retreat centre in West Wales). The 
message is that God wants us as Christians to pray for our communities, our local 
businesses, our environment, so that all people will experience God’s blessings of 
health and prosperity, as it is in His nature to will.
 
As we concluded our study after Easter, we felt God saying that we needed go out 
into our local area and start doing this, so a number of people have been out each 
week and walked around our community and prayed. We have prayed God’s blessing 
on the shops and the schools, the doctors’ surgery, the fire station, the care homes 
and the businesses; we have prayed for the homes and for the land. We have prayed 
for the people who live here and the people who work here. We have prayed for 
protection and provision for the elderly; we have prayed for relationships, for finances 
and for home schooling in families, we have prayed for people’s mental health and 
well-being. We have prayed in the Hills, for the churches and the homes, for the land 
and all those who work on it, as well as the ecosystems and all the life that depends 
on them.
 
As lockdown eases, we trust that our prayers will come to fruition in the blessings 
which God pours out abundantly upon our community. We pray that people will come 
to a fresh realisation of God’s love for them and desire to bless them. We pray that in 
response to these prayers and blessings, the path will be opened for the reality of 
God’s Kingdom to be more clearly perceived in this place.

 Rachel Adams (Acting Church Warden)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U
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Do you have 
a couple of 

hours a week 
to spare?

Would you 
like to help 
someone in 
your local 

Community?

Then why not 
consider 

Volunteering 
for Somerset 

Sight?

We are a long 
established 
local charity 
covering the 

whole of 
Somerset 
and have 
visually 
impaired 
Service 

users all over 
the County 
just waiting 

to meet 
someone like 

you.

Our 
Volunteer 
Visiting 
Service 

provides an 
invaluable 
lifeline to 

many lonely 
and isolated 
people who 

may 
otherwise not 
see anyone 

from one 
weeks end  
to another 

and a 
friendly face 
once a week 

or once a 
fortnight can 

make an 
enormous 

difference to 
someone’s 

life

If this is 
something 
you would 
like to do 

then please 
contact

Avril on 
01823 336143

Or email 
avril@somer
setsight.org.

uk
Company No: 

8432686   
: 

Charit
y No:1154472

Growing faith

Where on earth does God dwell, exactly? (Acts 7: 47-49)
The closure of churches has brought all Christians up short - and 

hopefully made us re-evaluate the importance of church buildings in relation to our 
faith in God.

When the closure was announced, many Christian were up in arms -
wasn’t this an attack on Christianity by a secularised government which is far
more interested in economic prosperity than in spiritual and personal
Well-being?

But this was a move that was supported by all the religious leaders, not 
just Christians, as an expression of every faith’s respect for the sanctity of human 
life, and was undertaken to demonstrate our common calling to respect and 
protect all our neighbours, regardless of their faith. (And perhaps the Christian 
Bishops were also more aware than most of us of the S Korean “megachurch” in 
which one person is thought to have been responsible for causing nearly 100 
infections.)

Whatever our attitude to the closures, the far more important issue is how 
we have coped spiritually with the church doors being closed. We’ve all missed 
worshipping together and have been bereft of fellowship: hopefully, the efforts to 
worship online have helped us cope, but we’ll all need a great big party when this 
is all over and we can break bread together and have a big communal hug!
 Necessity has proved herself once more to be the mother of invention 
where house groups and church groups are concerned - we’ve all had to become 
Zoomers and live-streamers overnight, just to keep up with family and friends, and 
also to pray together and share fellowship. A special shout-out for Kate Benson’s 
Bread Church on this score!

But, at a deeper level, how many of us have compensated for the lack of 
corporate fellowship by focusing more closely on worshipping, praying and 
sharing fellowship at home? It is most certainly Biblical, because Jesus learned 
his Jewish faith at home, until his Bar Mitzvah, after his extended stay in the 
Temple when he was 12 years old. The reason why Judaism has survived 3,000 
years of persecution is its insistence on the home as a sacred place of worship. 
The first Christians continued the tradition (Acts 2:46) - so why have most of us 
outsourced religious formation to a church building? And it’s not just faith that has 
been outsourced - when was the last time someone in your family died at home, 
rather than in hospital? And when was the last time a member of your family was 
born at home? (We had to fight the NHS to have our second child born at home - 
nearly 40 years ago!)

So isn’t it time to re-claim our homes as the prime locus of human life? 
True, it shouldn’t become a fortress, castle or prison, but could we not do more to 
build deeper faith, love and peace by turning a house into a home as a place of 
welcome, open-heartedness and sharing, as a gift to wider society? Perhaps we 
children of the 60s, 70s and 80s, who were told we’d “never had it so good”and 
indiscriminately welcomed consumerist, materialistic, “I’m alright Jack” 
individualism, had actually never had it so spiritually perilous? Is now the time to 
re-establish faith in its rightful place?   Martin W. 
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The Brendon Towers Way News Book Review - From Eternity to Here

Its unheard of for me to finish reading a book and 
then start reading it all over again, but that is what I have 
done with this book.  What is “the eternal purpose of God?” 
that Paul writes about in Ephesians 3? What is God’s 
driving passion? 

The answers, of course, lie in the Bible, but there 
are many important insights ‘hiding in plain sight’ and it’s 
easy to miss them. Christians have often been so 
obsessed by the theme of individual salvation that rarely 
have we considered how it all looks from God’s point of 
view!

The book unpicks four huge images or metaphors: 
the bride of Christ, the house of God, the family of God and 
the body of Christ. What do they all refer to? 

The answer, of course, is that they refer to the ‘ekklesia’, a Greek word 
translated as ‘church’ but so often misunderstood to mean a building or an institution. 
Rector Martin is encouraging us to consider our homes, not church buildings, as the 
focus of our Christian lives (p34) and Viola gives a strong rationale for this, developed 
further in his Reimagining Church and The Untold Story of the New Testament Church. 
I recommend them highly. Peter Pearson

A ‘Thought Experiment’ - What if all 3000 residents of ‘Wivey and the Hills’ 
became Christians? 

The Holy Spirit comes in power, and this place becomes the first in the world 
where everyone both hears and accepts the good news of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, 
as this is a genuine movement of the Holy Spirit, everyone understands Paul’s 
injunction to be ‘eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is 
one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your 
call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, (Ephesians 4) What happens next?
We’d expect people to love each other, help each other practically: there’d be no 
loneliness or poverty and many healings. But how would they express their faith in 
praise and worship? 

● Option One - they form an American style ‘mega church’, in a huge stadium, 
with a charismatic rock-star pastor and professional worship band. 

● Option Two - everyone becomes an Anglican and form into 10 congregations 
300 strong, constructing another 9 buildings the size of St Andrew’s

● Options Three and Four - everyone joins the Congregational or Catholic 
church and start a building spree

● Option five - denomination no longer matters. People meet in groups of 
around 30, so that everyone can get to know each other well. At the great 
festivals of Easter, Christmas, Pentecost and Harvest many get together for a 
huge celebration. The existing buildings are looked after by Historic Trusts and 
used in new imaginative ways. 

Would you choose 1, 2, 3 4 or 5, (or do you have an option 6?) If you like 5, how 
should that affect what we do post lockdown? Peter
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The WI - Growing in Faith

You may be finding yourself with children or grandchildren at home to entertain – 
here’s are some links to  educational activities for children

https://switchzoo.com/ - Animal Games for KS 1 and 2
 https://www.funbrain.com/ - Games with some literacy and numeracy skills 
https://www.starfall.com/h/ - phonics and read along stories 
https://www.seussville.com/explore/ - Dr Suess read along and games 
https://www.storylineonline.net/ - Great favourite reads narrated by movie stars 
https://www.highlightskids.com/ - Games and a bit of science
https://www.abcya.com/ - Games with some literacy and numeracy skills 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/teacher-category/primary-resources/ - lots of 
geography and animal games 
 Most of these sites are without ads, have good parental controls and some fun 
content.

Normal Women’s Institute within the Benefice   
Wiveliscombe W.I.

  Meets on 1st Friday of the month at 7pm at the Community Centre 
   Huish Champflower WI 
Meet on Second Thursday of month  7.30pm 
and then on Last Friday of month Soup lunch from 12 noon in the Village Hall
Brompton Ralph & District WI
Meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm in the Village Hall

MOTHERS UNION COVID-19 PRAYER
Loving Lord,

We pray for your love and compassion to abound 
as we walk through this challenging season.

We ask for wisdom for those who bear the load 
of making decisions with widespread consequences.
We pray for those who are suffering from sickness 

and for all who are caring for them.
We ask for protection for the elderly and vulnerable 

to not succumb to the risks of the virus
We pray for misinformation to be curbed 

that fear may take no hold in hearts and minds.
As we exercise the good sense that you in your mercy provide 

may we also approach each day in faith and peace, 
trusting in the truth of your goodness towards us.   Amen.

PRAYER CIRCLE/CHAIN

  We are a small group 
of people who pray each day 
at home.  We remember all

those who have requested a prayer.   We 
contact each other usually by email but 
those with no computer will have a 
computer buddy who will contact you by 
phone to relay the message.

 If you are interested in joining us or 
would like a prayer, please contact me:  
Ann Somerfield Tel 01984 623787 or 
email: 
prayer-chain@wiveychurches.org.uk.

https://www.abcya.com/
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Want to Advertise in this space?
From £3.00 per issue for 

Black and White
Or

£4.00 in Colour.  
Please email 

wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com 
to find out more.
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THORNE’S BUTCHERS
ESTABLISHED 1979 

5 WEST STREET, WIVELISCOMBE. 01984 623270 thornesbutchers@btopenworld.com
SHOP AT THORNES, FOR AFFORDABLE MEAT THAT YOU CAN TRUST

 

 
SELLING OUR OWN 

BEEF AND LAMB. 
LOCAL FREE-RANGE PORK.
FREE RANGE POULTRY AND 
EGGS, BACON AND CHEESE 

WHERE WE ALSO MAKE 
OUR OWN SAUSAGES, 

BURGERS, MEATBALLS, 
FAGGOTS, PIES, QUICHES,

SAUSAGE ROLLS AND PASTIES. 
COOKED HAM, PORK, 

TURKEY AND BEEF 
ALL COOKED ON OUR PREMISES.

 

MAIL ORDERS AVAILABLE 

WIVELISCOMBE HARDWARE LTD
10 West Street   01984624268

Mon- Fri 9.15-5.00
Sat 9.15-1.00

Ironmongery    Decorating
DIY    Household   Gardening

Kitchenware  Gift Ideas
& much more!!

 

FITZHEAD
TITHE BARN

 

This characterful mediaeval
building available for hire

 

Reasonable rates
Bookings - MRS JULIA BELLAMY   

7 Church Road Fitzhead
01823 400412
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SHINE by Sammy Fry
Beauty & Complementary Therapist

 

Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing Treatments, Facials, Brows and Lashes
Reflexology and Aromatherapy

 

 01984 629333  07582084815
 

Shine.sammy@hotmail.com
 

BEAUTY ROOM IN WIVELISCOMBE
 

PAIN ? DO YOU SUFFER FROM..................
Backache Neck Pain Arthritis pain    Leg pain 
Sports Injury Joint Pain     Muscular Pain     Headaches 

and much more…… CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT IS SO OFTEN THE ANSWER 

 

  FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
CHIROPRACTOR CATHERINE FRANCE BSc. (CHIROPRACTIC) DC

BISHOPS LYDEARD CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC,
QUANTOCK VALE SURGERY, BISHOPS LYDEARD

01823 432361  www.francechiropractic.co.uk 
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Would you like to find out more?

Please email wiveycares@gmail.com or telephone 07508 331661

‘Local Support for Local People’

Wivey Cares, a recently established charity, is looking for 
Microproviders (offering paid for services) and Volunteers,

both in Wiveliscombe and the Ten Parishes. 
 

Join our Register – we need you to help others!

Do you, or someone you 
know, need help and 

support?  Please contact 
us, or tell Cat, the Village 

Agent, or Lyn at Lister 
House, both can refer you 

to us.
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G. J. BRANFIELD
Fencing and Hedging Contractor

Posts & Rail. Panel & Stock Fencing
Gates Erected, Hedge Laying
Banking & Dry Stone Walling

Dry Logs for sale - by the load
 5, Langley Cross  Wiveliscombe

Tel: 01984 623435
 

HANDYMAN - GARDENER

 Garden Maintenance
Repairs in the home and garden

Carpentry, fencing walls
 

Phone Mike
on 01984 623474

michael.watters55@btinternet.com
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 Simon Bailey
Painter & Decorator

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

8 Bishops Green, Wiveliscombe
Tel:  01984 623981

Mobile:  07967 149025
email simonbailey31@yahoo.com
 



46



47

Susan Steward
 

Specialising in Cane 
Seating

3 Langley Cross
Wiveliscombe TA4 2UG

01984 623105
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SELF STORAGE
Wiveliscombe

24 sq.ft up to 160 sq.ft units 
available

 
  

 07866 732209  or  07973 381278
www.wiveliscombeselfstorage.co.uk

 

Want to Advertise in this space?
From £3.00 per issue for Black and White 

or 
£4.00 in Colour.  

Please email wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com to find out more. 

mailto:wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com
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WILLIS & GRABHAM
Chainsaw & Garden Machinery Specialists

 

Lawnmowers - Chainsaws - Strimmers
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

 

 West Ritherdons, Langford Budville, Wellington, TA21 0RL
Telephone 01823 400936

Husqvarna 
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Useful Contacts

The Benefice of Wiveliscombe and the Hills

Rector:    Martin Walker rector@wiveychurches.org.uk 01984 629423
(Late evenings and early mornings): 01984 248601
Benefice Secretary:  Lorna Thorne:          admin@wiveychurches.org.uk              01984 629423
Readers:                    Martin Valuks:                                                                    01984 623302
                                   Vigdis Adams:                                                                    01984 623869
                                   Adam Green:                                                                     01984 623012
Safeguarding  Sarah Heard  colinsarahheard@gmail.com 01398 361202

Anna Chaplain Hazel Ramsay hazelramsay99@gmail.com 01984 248726

St Andrew’s Wiveliscombe
Churchwardens:  Sherry Rayson sherryrayson84@gmail.com 01984 568096
Acting Churchwarden Rachel Adams rmadams56@icloud.com 07800 755630
Assistant Churchwarden: Jacqui Cottenham jacqui.cottenham@yahoo.co.uk 01984 624440
PCC Secretary:        Lorna Thorne      pcc.secretary@wiveychurches.org.uk    
Treasurer:    Gloria Filbee  gloria.filbee@btinternet.com 01984 624653
Family ministry: Judith Swan swanaj@btinternet.com   01984 629030
Visiting Team:            Julie Newby 01984 623301
Bellringers Andrew Howard      deepleighfrc@yahoo.co.uk 01984 624366
Choir  Julie Newby       juliernewby@yahoo.co.uk 01984 623301
Flower Guild  Dilys Sandercock  01984 624400 

St Mary’s Brompton Ralph
Churchwarden:  Sue Welch:         sew69@btinternet.com                           01984 624716
Secretary:        Liz Henderson:  lizandbob.henderson@btinternet.com    01984 629545 
Treasurer           Mrs Helen Lock helenlock2@aol.co.uk 01984 568237

All Saints, Chipstable
Churchwarden                     Thomasin Nares tgnares@btinternet.com 01984 624347                        
Dep. Churchwarden + Sec: Linda Martin:  petermartin7@btconnect.com     01984 624786
Treasurer: Sue Webber sue@abbeyestatesdevco.com 01984 624808 
 

St Mary Magdalene, Clatworthy
Churchwarden: Michael Biggs:  mandsbiggs@eclipse.co.uk                  01398 371317
Secretary:        Angela Oakins:                                                                       01398 371317
Treasurer: Jennifer Maunder:                                                                   01984 623410

St Peter’s Huish Champflower
Churchwarden + Secretary: Denise Broom   dbroom555@btinternet.com              01984 624395 
Churchwarden:    Julie Powles                                                                             01984 623701
Treasurer:        Caroline Colvin  washbattle@btinternet.com                     01984 629049

St Michael’s, Raddington
Churchwarden: Simon Coates                                    01398 361271 

Dep. Churchwarden:  Rebecca Mills  rebecca.mills673@gmail.com                 01398 361537
Secretary:        Elaine Welch                                                                          01398 361269
Treasurer: Colin Snow        01984 624663
 

                                                                 

                                                                      

 
                                                     

mailto:rector@wiveychurches.org.uk
mailto:hazelramsay99@gmail.com
mailto:rmadams56@icloud.com
mailto:jacqui.cottenham@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:gloria.filbee@btinternet.com
mailto:juliernewby@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:tgnares@btinternet.com
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Useful Contacts

St John the Baptist, Tolland
Churchwardens: Maureen Canney   maureencanney1@gmail.com 01984 656236

Linda Lloyd linda@goulds-farm.co.uk 01984 623155
Secretary:        Emma Wrayford emmawrayford@gmail.com 01984 667858
Treasurer:        Neil Longstreet  neil.longstreet@gmail.com    

St Luke’s Langley Marsh
Chair (when Rector not present):       Sir Christopher Airy
Secretary:       Alison Brigden: brigdenalis@aol.com                         01984 623338

Waterrow Village and  Chipstable & Raddington Church Hall
Contact :         Liz Kilbride         liz@kilbride.org.uk                             01984 623431

Other Churches found within The Benefice Boundaries
   

Evangelical Congregational Church, Silver Street, Wiveliscombe  

Pastor:  Rev Martyn Parry    pastor@wiveyevangelical.org 01984 623991
Secretary:  Felicity Parry     felicity@wiveyevangelical.org 01984 623991 
Website:     www.wiveyevangelical.org
(Sunday Services: 10.15am Prayer Meeting  11am with Communion on 1st Sunday of Month)
 

St Richard of Chichester’s Roman Catholic Church, Church Street, Wiveliscombe
Priest: Fr Ikeokwu Nduh  wellington.stjohnfisher@parish.cliftondiocese.com 01823 662283

(Services:  Mass: 9am Sunday 10am Thursdays)
 

 Brendon Hill (Beulah) Methodist Church
Minister:  Rev Nick Lakin
Church Steward Gill Tapp 01643  841280
Services: Every Sunday at 6.30pm At other times on Special Occasions.)
 

Other Useful Contacts

Magazine Contacts: see page 2

Community Office: 3 The Square, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2JT 01984 624777
Wivey Link c/o communityoffice@wiveliscombe.com 01984 624666
Surgery: Lister House, Croft Way, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2BF 01984 623471
Day Lewis Pharmacy 1 The Square, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2JT 01984 623284
Musgrove Park Hospital 01823 333444
Samaritans Free calls 116 123
Local CPSO Louise Fyne louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk 07889 659476 
Village Agent Cat Sweatman  cat@somersetrcc.org.uk 01823 331222

Wiveliscombe Library
Tuesday, Thursday, Fridays 10.00 -12.30 & 2.30 - 5pm
Saturday 10.00 –12.30 

To renew your loans: 0300 123 2224 or visit www.librarieswest.org.uk

Deadline for next magazine - 9 August  wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
To advertise please contact wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com

mailto:linda@goulds-farm.co.uk
mailto:emmawrayford@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@wiveyevangelical.org
mailto:felicity@wiveyevangelical.org
mailto:communityoffice@wiveliscombe.com
mailto:louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk
mailto:gaby@somersetrcc.org.uk
mailto:wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
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New Subscribers: Would you like to receive regular copies of the magazine? 
If so please email wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com with your name, address, contact 

number and email, along with your BACs payment  
A year’s subscription is just £5 and runs from January to December.  

BACS details are ‘WHOF’  09-01-29,  20101213 
or write a cheque payable to ‘WHOF’ 

Or ring 01984 629423 for more details.’

Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________ Payment Method
___________________________________________ Cash
Contact Number or email_______________________ BACs
___________________________________________ Cheque

It’s Time to renew your Subscription for 2020! 
Existing subscribers: please hand payment of £5  to your distributor or pay by 

BACs and let them know

New Subscribers: 
During the current Covid 19 situation we 

would like everyone who would like a 
copy of the magazine to have one and 
have printed some extra copies for this 

to happen. 
 If you would you like to continue to 

receive regular copies of the magazine 
after this time please subscribe! 

Email; wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com

with your name, address, contact 
number and email, along with your 

BACs payment  

A year’s subscription is £5 (50p / copy) 
and runs from January to December.  

BACS details are
‘WHOF’     09-01-29       20101213

New Subscribers: Would you like to 
receive regular copies of the magazine? If 

so please email 
wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com

with your name, address, contact number 
‘and email, along with your BACs payment  
A year’s subscription is £5 (50p / copy) and 

runs from January to December. 
 BACS details are 

‘WHOF’     09-01-29       20101213
Or ring 01984 629423 for more details.

mailto:wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
mailto:wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com

