
Egg-citing Easter StorY Hunt

You will need

. A copy of the Easter story picture, cut into pieces

. 75 plastic eggs, one for each piece of the story picture

Place each puzzle piece into a plastic egg and hide the eggs'

Encourage the children to hunt for the eggs'

when all i_5 have been found, the children open the eggs and take

out the puzzle pieces. Begin by asking who has the picture of the

donkey. place the donkey puzzle piece on a table so everyone can

see it. Then read the passage about the donkey, or tell the story

about the donkey. continue by asking for the next puzzle piece,

the palm branch. Add that piece to the donkey and tell the story or

read the passage. continue through the story adding to the puzzle

as you go until the puzzle is complete.
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Jesus enters Jerusalem
When Jesus and his disciples came near Jerusalem, he went to Bethphage on

the Mount of olives and sent two of them on ahead. He told them, "Go into the

next village, where you will at once find a donkey and her colt. Untie the two

donkeys and bring them to me. lf anyone asks why you are doing that, just say,

'The Lord needs them.' Right away he will let you have the donkeys"'So God's

promise came true, just as the prophet had said, "Announce to the people of

Jerusalem: 'Your king is coming to you! He is humble and rides on a donkey' He

comes on the colt of a donkey."' The disciples left and did what Jesus had told

them to do. They brought the donkey and its colt and laid some clothes on their

backs. Then Jesus got on. Matthew 27:7-7

The crowds praise Jesus
Many people spread clothes in the road, while others put down branches which

they had cut from trees. Some people walked ahead of Jesus and others

followed behind. They were all shouting, "Hooray for the Son of David! God bless

the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hooraylor God in heaven above!"

Matthew 27:8-9

I

Judas betrays Jesus for money

Judas lscariot was one of the twelve disciples. He went to the chief priests and asked,
,,How much will you give me if I help you arrest Jesus?" They paid Judas thirty silver

coins, and from then on he started looking for a good chance to betray Jesus.

Matthew 26:74-76

Jesus serves his disciples by washing their feet
So during the meal Jesus got up, removed his outer garment, and wrapped a

towel around his waist. He put Some water into a large bowl. Then he began

washing his disciples' feet and drying them with the towel he was wearing.

John 73:4-5



Jesus at the Last Supper with the disciples

€***
On the first day of the Festival of Thin Bread, Jesus' disciples came to him and

asked, "Where do you want us to prepare the Passover meal?" Jesus told them
to go to a certain man in the city and tell him, "Our teacher says, 'My time has

come! I want to eat the Passover meal with my disciples in your home."'They did

as Jesus told them and prepared the meal. During the meal Jesus took some
bread in his hands. He blessed the bread and broke it. Then he gave itto his
disciples and said, "Take this and eat it. This is my body." Jesus picked up a cup
of wine and gave thanks to God, He then gave it to his disciples and said, "Take

this and drink it. This is my blood, and with it God makes his agreement with
you. lt will be poured out, so that many people will have their sins forgiven.
Matthew 26: 77-79, 26-28

Jesus prays in the garden
Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane. When they got there, he

told them, "Sit here while I go over there and pray." Jesus took along Peter and the two
brothers, James and John.tcl He was very sad and troubled, and he said to them, "l am

so sad that I feel as if I am dying. Stay here and keep awake with me." Jesus walked on

a little way. Then he knelt with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is
possible, don't make me suffer by having me drink from this cup. But do what you want,
and not what I want." Matthew 26:36-39

Peter denies that he knows.lesus
While Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, a servant girl came up to him and
said, "You were with Jesus from Galilee." But in front of everyone Peter said, "That
isn't so! I don't know what you are talking about!" When Peter had gone out to the
gate, another servant girl saw him and said to some people there, "This man was
with Jesus from Nazareth." Again Peter denied it, and this time he swore, "l don't
even know that man!" A little while later some people standing there walked over
to Peter and said, "We know that you are one of them. We can tell it because you

talk like someone from Galilee." Peter began to curse and swear, "l don't know
that man!" Right then a rooster crowed, and Peter remembered that iesus had

said, "Before a rooster crows, you will say three times that you don't know me."
Then Peter went out and cried hard Matthew 26:69-75

Jesus is beaten and a crown of thorns is placed on his head
The governor's soldiers led Jesus into the fortress and brought together the rest
of the troops. They stripped off Jesus' clothes and put a scarlet robe on him.
They made a crown out of thorn branches and placed it on his head, and they
put a stick in his right hand. The soldiers knelt down and pretended to worship
him. They made fun of him and shouted, "Hey, you king of the Jews!" Then they
spit on him. They took the stick from him and beat him on the head with it.
When the soldiers had finished making fun of Jesus, they took off the robe. They
put his own clothes back on him and led him off to be nailed to a cross.
Matthew 27:27-37



Jesus is nailed to the cross

\$ tr;;if..t 
was nailed to the cross' and on each side or him a man was also

King of the Jews
pilate ordered the charge against Jesus to be written on a board and put above

the cross. lt read, "JeSuS of Nazareth, King of the JewS." The words were written

in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. The place where Jesus was taken wasn't far from the

city, and many of the Jewish people read the charge against him. So the chief

pr'lests went to Pilate and said, "Why did you write that he is King of the Jews? You

should have written, 'He claimed to be King of the JewS."' But Pilate told them,
,,What is written will not be changed!" After the soldiers had nailed Jesus to the

cross, they divided up his clothes into four parts, one for each of them' But his

outer garment was made from a single piece of cloth, and it did not have any

seams. The soldiers said to each other, "Let's not rip it apart. We will gamble to

see who gets it." This happened so that the Scriptures would come true, which

say, "They divided up my clothes and gambled for my garments'" The soldiers

then did what they had decided John 79:79-24

Two criminals are crucified with Jesus
Two criminals were led out to be put to death with Jesus. One of the criminals

hanging there also insulted Jesus by saying, "Aren't you the Messiah? Save

yorrsett and save us!" But the other criminal told the first one off, "Don't you fear

God? Aren't you getting the same punishment as this man? We got what was

coming to us, but he didn't do anything wrong." Then he said to Jesus,

"Remember me when you come intO power!" JeSuS replied, "l prOmise that today

you will be with me in Paradise."
Luke 23:32,39-43

Jesus dies
Around noon the sky turned dark and stayed that way until the middle of the

afternoon. The sun stopped shining, and the curtain in the temple split down the

middle. Jesus shouted, "Father, I put myself in your hands!" Then he died. When

the Roman officer saw what had happened, he praised God and Said, "Jesus must

really have been a good man!"

Luke 23:44-47



Soldiers make sure Jesus is dead
The next day would be both a Sabbath and the Passover. lt was a special day for
the Jewish people, and they did not want the bodies to stay on the crosses during
that day. So they asked Pilate to break the men's legs and take their bodies down.
The soldiers first broke the legs of the other two men who were nailed there. But
when they came to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, and they did not
break his legs. One of the soldiers stuck his spear into Jesus' side, and blood and
water came out. We know this is true, because it was told by someone who saw it
happen. Now you can have faith too. All this happened so that the Scriptures
would come true, which say, "No bone of his body will be broken" and, "They will
see the one in whose side they stuck a spear." John 79:37-37

Jesus is buried in the tomb
That evening a rich disciple named Joseph from the town of Arimathea went

and asked for Jesus' body. Pilate gave orders for it to be given to Joseph, who
took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth. Then Joseph put the body

in his own tomb that had been cut into solid rock and had never been used. He

rolled a big stone against the entrance to the tomb and went away.

Matthew 27:57-64

Jesus has risen
The Sabbath was over, and it was almost daybreak on Sunday when Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. Suddenly a strong
earthquake struck, and the Lord's angel came down from heaven. He rolled away
the stone and sat on it. sThe angel looked as bright as lightning, and his clothes
were white as snow. The guards shook from fear and fell down, as though they
were dead. The angel said to the women, "Don't be afraid! I know you are looking
for Jesus, who was nailed to a cross. He isn't here! God has raised him to life, just
as Jesus said he would. Come, see the place where his body was lying. Now hurry!
Tell his disciples that he has been raised to life and is on his way to Galilee. Go
there, and you will see him. That is what I came to tell you." The women were
frightened and yet very happy, as they hurried from the tomb and ran to tell his
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and greeted them. They went near him, held
on to his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said, "Don't be afraid! Tell my
followers to go to Galilee. They will see me there."
Matthew 28:7-7O


