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Contents and about the magazine

Welcome to your February edition of the Wivey and the Hills magazine! 

As ever there is loads going on: music, gardening, societies, cultural events and the 
‘Brendon Way’ fast becoming a reality. This month we have a focus on responding to 
the challenges of advancing age as the memory cafe becomes more established, 
there are ‘falls prevention’ workshops and with the commissioning of Hazel Ramsey as 
an Anna Chaplin.

Lent begins at the end of this month and the Bishop has set his ‘Everyday Questions’ 
challenge. What will you do for Lent? Maybe you can help Pepe and Treacle by 
volunteering to walk them? (p24). Perhaps you are able to help Katherine Lyddon by 
becoming a ‘Safe family’ for children (p26)? 

Or maybe you are able to help with editing the magazine or helping with one of the 
Benefice PCCs? Please do get in touch, any help, however little makes a big 
difference. 

Lorna Thorne, Peter Pearson, Acting editorial team

Articles and events, comments and feedback: wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com                          
Advertising: Lorna Thorne     wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com 01984 629423  
Magazine Distribution: Janet Hughes, 12 Lion d’Angers, 01984 624213

Deadline for March 2020 edition: 9 February 2020
 Cover photo: Frosted Avenue of Trees, near Sperry Cross.  Lorna Thorne 

Wivey and the Hills magazine is published 10 times a year by the Benefice of the 
seven parishes of Wiveliscombe, Brompton Ralph, Clatworthy, Chipstable, Huish 
Champflower, Raddington and Tolland. Its purpose is to promote the life of all the 
Christian churches in this area and that of the wider communities which they 
serve. 
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New Subscribers: Would you like to 
receive regular copies of the magazine? If 

so please email 
wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com

with your name, address, contact number 
‘and email, along with your BACs payment  
A year’s subscription is £5 (50p / copy) and 

runs from January to December. 
 BACS details are 

‘WHOF’     09-01-29       20101213
Or ring 01984 629423 for more details.

mailto:wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
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Letter from the Rector 

This month’s Magazine is focusing on responding to the 
challenges of advancing age. It certainly is a challenge, but one 
which we can meet successfully if we all set our minds to it.
The first key response is to realise that this is not just a 
problem for the elderly: we need a culture change which 
enables us to admit that, whatever our age, we are all growing 
older, from the moment we are born, and so we are all involved 

in the business of ageing. The cosmetics industry has exploited 
our fear of ageing by plying us with anti-ageing creams and 
treatments and has pocketed a tidy profit as a result. Why be 
afraid of a purely natural process? As Jesus wisely says, “Do not 
worry about tomorrow.” So why do we worry?
         This leads us to the second issue: until now our culture has 

valued youth and undervalued old age - until grandparents are needed to help with 
the grandchildren, of course. But we don’t want to look old because people think 
we’re “useless” and “past it”. Or at least they did - but, since the financial crash and
the end of early retirement schemes and the shrinking value of 
pension funds, those in their 60s and 70s are now having to work 
longer and remain economically “useful” - and people are noticing 
that elderly people can make better employees than young ones -
 particularly when dealing with customers sensitively and politely. Experience and 
wisdom can be valuable commodities.
         And for this reason, along with the introduction of anti-age discrimination 
legislation, the advancing tide of prejudice against the elderly has started to recede. 
We are starting to value the elderly for their wealth of experience and, increasingly, 
their deftness as “silver surfers.” We are finally re-discovering the wisdom of a 
positive attitude which honours the elderly rather than resents them. “Honour your 
father and mother” is the highest-ranking moral commandment of the Decalogue.
         Which is why St. Andrew’s and the Evangelical Church are, together, 
developing new ministries aimed at valuing the elderly, supporting them, and 
understanding the challenges which conditions like dementia and Alzheimer’s bring 
with them. See “Pastor’s Pen” for details of the Memory Cafe and Alzheimer’s 
Awareness sessions which are now happening at Silver Street.

In St Andrew’s, on Sunday 2nd February, we shall be 
commissioning Hazel Ramsay to be an “Anna Chaplain” who 
will encourage us all to enable older people to play their full 
part in society, and to journey supportively alongside them as 
they face the challenges which await them. Read her article 
on p.32  to learn more.                            Best wishes, Martin
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What’s been happening

Clatworthy Calendar proves to be a roaring success
Having organised a photographic competition for the 10 Parishes Festival, the 
Village Hall Committee decided to try their hand at producing a calendar for 2020. 
The quality of the photographs in the competition was so good we decided to 
select twelve to represent the village through the seasons. The photographs are 
not necessarily the ones which won in the various categories but reflected life in 
the village. All the photographs were taken by parishioners, and apart from the  
beach scene at Minehead, all were taken within
Clatworthy village.
The print run of 50 calendars was quickly
snapped up (get the pun?) so much so that they
have decided to repeat the process this year.
 
We shall hold a new competition running up
to our annual village fete at which all the
photographic entries will be displayed, and the
 most popular ones will form the basis of our 2021
calendar.
 
All proceeds from this years’ calendar go to Village
Halls funds.

along the way, adding to the excitement. Other characters appeared in the darkness: 
magi, shepherds and a host of angels,all telling aspects 
of the Biblical story, sometimes with a comic twist. A 
disgruntled shepherd had been left to mind the sheep 
while the others raced off to see the baby. Trumpet 
music accompanied carol singing under the stars. At 
last the stable came into view: the holy family and 
twelve-week old baby, accompanied by shepherds, 
kings and some sheep. Mulled wine, minced pies and hot chocolate rounded off a 
memorable evening that reminded everyone of the real spirit and point of Christmas.

Spirit of Christmas 
at Pitt Farm Nativity

People of all ages gathered at Pitt Farm 
to celebrate Christmas by experiencing 
the nativity for themselves. The skies 
cleared to reveal a wonderful, starlit 
night, as the call was given by a Roman 
centurion to travel to Bethlehem for the 
census. Candle-lit lanterns helped 
children to search for coins
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Charity Focus - the Semiliki TrustWhat’s been happening - Thank yous

Jim Laker Fund report for Hills Parish magazine Feb 2020
Wiveliscombe Christmas Lights 2019 – thanks to everyone!
A huge crowd attended Wiveliscombe’s Christmas Lights switch-on on 29th 
November, with an extended display along the streets and into Jubilee Gardens.   
This event would not have been possible without the expertise, hard 
work and dedication of Rob Hollingworth, Langford Lake’s lovely tree, 
and the continued generosity of local community and businesses.  In 
addition to people filling collection tins around Wivey, and over £1200 
collected at Andy Harvey’s funeral, funds were raised by a Sponsored 
Walk, Wivey Community Centre’s Jumble Sale, and generous 
donations from individuals, the White Hart, and Bear Inn. 
We were also delighted to be offered funding from Wiveliscombe 
Town Council and Somerset West & Taunton Council towards 
professional installation costs. In addition, JLF general funds have 
paid for upgrading electrical junction boxes and a new power point for 
the display in Jubilee Gardens.
Fundraising for the 2020 display has already started, including donations of £200 
from the local  Freemasons, £192 raised at the JLF Quiz Christmas-themed raffle,  
£100 from Chipstable Hunt, £156 from Christmas Eve’s carol singing led by Fodo, 
and £114 from Tom Sellick’s Christmas tree shredding donations.
 

available on the JLF website www.jimlakerfund.co.uk
Much of our income is from the weekly ‘Bonus Ball’ in the Bear Inn, 
and the sale of JLF merchandise (bags, tops and reusable cups).  
Our range now includes JLF Hoodies and Beanie Hats – modelled 
here by Jack Cannell – and are available at the Larder, and Wivey 
Community Office.  One of our JLF bags recently travelled up to 
the border of Norway and Russia but decided to return to Wivey as 
it was too cold!
Another major source of funds is the annual JLF raffle. Many 
thanks to 2019 donors Woodlouse Conservation, Exmoor Ales, 
Cotleigh Brewery, Wivey Larder, Day Lewis Pharmacy, Mount Vets, O. Smith 
Flooring and Home Aerials.
Finally, 2019 has seen the sad loss of two of JLF’s dearest friends: Andy Harvey, 
who was one of JLF’s founder members, and Simon Turnbull, a one of our 
longest-serving JLF committee members.  We all miss them both. 

Jim Laker Fundraising
Our general fundraising work allows JLF to offer small 
grants/loans (usually up to £500) to Groups across the 10 
Parishes. Recipients in 2019 included Wivey Town Band (drums), 
the Primary School (desks), Wivey Rec (football goals), the Street 
and Christmas Fairs, Kingsmead’s ‘In the Mix’, Wivey Link 
(vehicle taxes), Clatworthy Council (defibrillator), St Luke’s 
Church (mains water supply) and a Young Families Information 
leaflet. If you would like to apply for funding, forms are 

http://www.jimlakerfund.co.uk/
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From the Registers
Funeral Service at Taunton Deane Crematorium
3rd Jan Gerald PULSFORD (94)

Funeral Service at St Andrew’s 
21st Jan Dave DOWN (Wivey’s Postman for 35 years) 

Service of Thanksgiving at St Andrew’s 
24th Jan Robert (Robin) James PERRY (85)

Funeral Service at St Mary’s Brompton Ralph
11th Jan Valerie READ (98) 

Interment of Ashes in 
St Andrew’s Churchyard
25th Nov Sylvia PEARCE 
18th Jan Mary HAMPSHIRE

What’s been happening - From the Registers 

Carols around the Tree - Huish Champflower
Special thanks to Reg Taylor and Chris Chanter 
who played for the Carols Around the Christmas 
Tree and to Lynda Grace and Liz Lewis for 
reading. Everyone had a their own hand crafted 
angel to take home, which Hugh kindly blessed. 
Afterwards there was time to chat over a cuppa 
and mince pie or two ! £108.70 was raised for 
Wivey Link.

What’s been happening - Cuttings from the Garden

Wedding in St Andrew’s  
21st Dec

Matthew Rudman 
and 

Laura Hamilton 

Christmas Carols at Tolland
The Rev Martin led an inspiring Christmas morning 
carol service at Tolland.  The church was packed to 
the brim and looked wonderful in its festive finery. 
Particularly special was the beautiful tree kindly 
decorated by Lydeard St Lawrence Women’s 
Institute.  The decorations were all hand-made by 
members and carefully arranged on the tree by 
local residence Mary Harding.
A big thank-you to everyone involved.

And Winter Comes
Thanks to your wonderful support we have sent £500 to Embrace charity. So, not 
only did we cover the costs of the evening, we also were able to help others in the 
Middle East. And thank you to all the readers and musicians for giving us the benefit 
of your skills and performance. With that title for the evening I suppose it was not a 
surprise that it snowed that day!   Hugh Allen
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What’s been happening - On the Allotment

Happy New Year to you all. It’s been a good start to 
the year with mild and reasonably dry weather, so I 
have been able to get a lot of digging done. There 
is a nice satisfying feeling looking at the bare earth 
without any weeds.

I have still got a couple of areas to dig. A narrow 
strip where my French beans were and the area 
where the cauliflowers and the broccoli were growing.  

I have also sorted out my raspberries, I have cut the autumn fruiting down to 
ground level and thinned out the summer fruiting canes and tied them to their wire 
supports and given them a mulch of pony pooh.

I have been busy in the greenhouse: I have sown my geraniums and they have 
germinated; they will soon be ready to prick out into 3in pots. I have also planted 
my shallots into 24 cell trays. I will leave them in the greenhouse until they have 
started to shoot and I will put them outside, I will only put them back in if a hard 
frost is forecasted. I try and avoid them getting a check in their growth as I believe 
that’s what causes them to run to seed later in the year. I have sown 5 tomato 
seeds and 5 pepper seeds, I sow them in 3in pots and cover the seed with 
vermiculite and put them in a propagator. I have also sown my onion seeds and 
they have been put in a propagator, and I have planted 72 broad beans in 24 cell 
trays and put them on the bottom shelf of the staging: when they have germinated 
they can go outside. I have placed my dahlia tubers on the compost that has the 
soil warming cables underneath, they should start to produce shoots at the end of 
February and I will be able to take some cuttings from them.

February can been a strange month with the day-light hours getting longer. My 
lovely mother-in-law always used to say “February Fill Dyke.” If it’s reasonably dry I 
will try and get the digging finished. I will be sowing my celeriac, leeks and some 
more tomato seeds. If the weather is kind I will have to prune the roses and cut 
down the outdoor fuchsias.

On the veg front I am still picking sprouts, I have had a really good crop this year. I 
have got a few more parsnips and red cabbage. The purple sprouting will soon be 
ready to start picking. So lots to look forward to.                   Adrian Somerfield        

Interested in Growing 
your own food? 

St Andrew’s Allotments has a small 
allotment plot waiting for a tenant - 
If you are interest please phone 
Sherry on 01984 568096
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St Andrew’s  Wiveliscombe            
2 Feb 10.45am Morning Worship

Followed by Soup Lunch
This service will include the Commissioning of Hazel Ramsey as 
Anna Chaplain, see page 32 for more information

9 Feb 10.45am Holy Communion Service 
16 Feb 10.45am Family Service 

Preceded by Breakfast 9.45-10.30am in aid of the Semiliki Trust

23 Feb  10.45am Holy Communion Service - this service will be followed by a lunch and     
the Annual General Meeting of St Andrew’s PCC

6.30pm FreeStyle Service 

Ash Wednesday 26th February 
7.30pm  Holy Communion Service with imposition of Ashes

Looking Ahead - Wivey

Based on the book by John Bunyan
A Fun-FIlled interactive production suitable for all the family. 

At 
St Andrew’s Church on 

Saturday 22nd February 2020 
7.00pm 

Tickets in advance - £10 Adults, £5 Children, £20 Family - 2 Adults, 2 Children
Tickets on the Day - £10 Adults, £7 Children, £26 Family - 2 Adults, 2 Children

For more information or to buy tickets please phone 01984 568096
www.oddments-theatre.co.uk

Pilgrim’s Progress



Looking Ahead - Wivey
Looking Ahead - Wivey

       A Group for          Sunday Allsorts
         10yrs+           All Primary-aged

      Children Welcome

Activities for Children
at St Andrew’s on Sunday Mornings during the service, except 3rd Sundays

 Info from Judith Swan 01984 629030 or  swanaj@btinternet.com 
 

Open the Book 
The Open the book team continue at Wivey Primary School 
assemblies once a month. Please continue to pray for the team as 
they take this opportunity to tell the children about God’s Love and 
all who hear and see the story unfold. 

St. Andrew’s Church Visiting Team
If you know of anyone who has recently moved to Wiveliscombe; been bereaved; 
returned home from being in hospital;  had a new baby; is elderly and/or lonely or who 
you believe might welcome a visit, please contact:  Julie Newby on 01984 623301

 

Fun and Faith at Rock Youth Club
Rock, an after-school youth club for 11-13-year olds that meets at St Andrews, is 
challenging young people on issues of science and faith. So far, the group has 
looked at Creation and the Big Bang, planets, constellations and shooting stars, 
while also giving plenty of opportunity for fun, creativity and action. The visit of a local 
astronomer was a real highlight, enabling the youngsters to ask searching questions 
about the solar system. Last half-term found them cycling along the Somerset Space 
Walk, seeing the planets modelled true to size and scale. At Christmas the Rector 
explained the science behind the Bethlehem star, while candle dipping and biscuit 
making have proved popular activities. Responsibility for creation is a key theme, so 
helping to plant trees at Wimbleball Reservoir worked well.
Meetings are alternate Tuesdays 3.45-5pm from 4th February, so do join us or for 
more information contact Rachel Adams: Rock@wiveychurches.org.
Dates for Feb:- 4th & 25th, Mar 10th & 24th  

mailto:Rock@wiveychurches.org
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Ways to Make Advent SpecialLooking Ahead - Wivey
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Looking Ahead - Wivey

WIVELISCOMBE CIVIC AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
...in touch with the past, looking to the future

Thursday 20th February
David Rabson, talks about his new book on The River Tone

 Community Centre
7.30pm. Members free. Guests £3. Refreshments

  

Meetings held at the Wiveliscombe Community Centre at 7.30pm.  Members free.  
Guests £3.  All are welcome. Further information about the Civic Society 

Pauline Homeshaw 01984 624564 homeshaw@btopenworld.com

Special Society Meeting
Wednesday 26th February 

Wiveliscombe Community Centre

Climate Emergency - Despair or Hope? A Personal Account

What makes two 60 yr old women take to the streets? - Climate emergency, 
friendship, changing the world!

Jan and Sara are two local women in their 60s, friends for over 45 years who found 
themselves compelled to take action in response to the climate emergency. Having 

been friends since childhood an increasing anxiety about the impact of climate 
change and their children's future lead them to join their local extinction rebellion 

group and take part in last year’s protests in London. They want to stress their story 
is not extraordinary, they are ordinary women, mothers/grandmothers/aunties but 

hope that others may find it interesting. 

They would like to share their story and have a conversation.

Everyone is welcomed to this conversation evening. Entrance is free and there 
will be refreshments, Thank you, Pauline

Wivey Walkers 
meet 1st Wednesday & 3rd Saturday .

 Wednesday February 5th 2020
Meet: 10am in the Square for a winter walk over Slape Moor to Milverton for coffee and 

cake. 7 miles, some lane walking.   

Saturday  February 15th 2020
Meet: 10am in CWCP for car share to Wheddon Cross. A moderate 8 mile to Luckwell Bridge, 

then uphill to Dunkery Gate before descending to the River Avill and beautiful Snowdrop 
Valley. Return via Cutcombe.  Refreshments at the annual Snowdrop Cafe in the village hall.

      For up-to-date info go to www.wiveliscombe/wiveywalkers/events 

http://www.wiveliscombe/wiveywalkers/events


        
     a creative, fun and messy time exploring a bible story 
                      a celebration time with story, songs, prayer and games 
                                          followed by sharing a meal together   

    Dates planned:              February 12th 

12

What’s been happening Looking Ahead - Wivey

Church, but not as you know it……….    

Usually on the third WEDNESDAY of every month at 3.30pm
At St Andrew’s Church, Wiveliscombe.

Further info from wiveychurches.org.uk.
(Children under 11, please bring an adult with you)

Wiveliscombe W.I.
Friday 7th February 7pm at the Community Centre

“Soup Making in Rural Somerset” with Nichola Penn

Wiveliscombe Garden Club 
Talks are now held on the first Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Community 
Centre. All Welcome.  Contact lyn.barfield@btinternet.com for more information. 
6th February – Medicinal Herb Farmer by Helen Kearney

mailto:lyn.barfield@btinternet.com
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What’s been happening
Looking Ahead - Regular Events in Wivey

 Friday Morning Prayer Time in 
St Andrew’s Church at 9.05am.  

Please join us to spend 20 minutes in prayer.  
 

Discuss and Donuts 
discuss stuff that matters every Friday lunchtime In the base free donuts 
@ Kingsmead School, open to all students
 

ART CHURCH - for everyone 
Explore your hidden talents, be creative  and have fun making
 art and making friends. Art Church will meet on the first and 
third Mondays of the month during term time in St Andrew’s 
Church at 1.30pm. February’s art church will be on 3rd & 17th. 
Everyone is welcome from a complete novice to a more 
experienced artist. Bring your art materials if you have any or 
otherwise just come and we can provide. 
Our vision is to celebrate Art in all its forms, where we can learn, share, encourage  
and  inspire each other to open the door on our creativity; whether we choose paint, 
pencil, papier machee or any other medium. Who knows where our ideas may lead 
us? We all  know how  difficult it is to make the time  or to start on our own so come 
and join us and have a go!
For more information do contact Diana Farrington (623606), Tony Blackmore 
(629261) or Rector Martin (629423)

A friendly face welcomes everyone to 
the Thursday morning Cafe in St 

Andrew’s. Come and enjoy Coffee, 
Cake, IT support, games and more. 
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Looking Ahead - Regular Events in Wivey

“Bods & Tods” a Toddler Group running every Tuesday 
morning between 10am and 12pm in the Silver Street Centre. 
Come along and meet other parents and carers and chat over

a hot drink whilst your little one plays.  Each week there is a craft activity and each 
session finishes with a song time together. (Suggested donation of £1.50 per session). 
For further information please contact Felicity Parry on 01984 623991 or email 
felicity@wiveyevangelical.org
 

Coffee Pot, Lunch & Sideways Look at Life

               Did you know that every Wednesday you can drop in for a coffee and a
      chat in the Silver Street Centre between 10.30am and 12pm? (The Centre      
      is behind Wivey Evangelical Congregational Church on Silver Street). 

Also once a month on the 2nd Wednesday you can stay on or turn up for lunch, which 
is served between 12 and 12.30pm.  Just before lunch we have what we call  “A 
Sideways Look at Life” which varies from a short talk on a topic close to someone’s 
heart, a fun quiz, something topical.   Why not come and join us one week. It would be 
good to see you.  For more info: Tel: 01984 623991/ 623308 or 
office@wiveyevangelical.org

 

meeting rooms and halls with a fully equipped kitchen. We offer competitive hire costs 
on an hourly/half day/full day or weekly rate. For more information contact Martyn on 
01984 623 991 Email: pastor@wiveyevangelical.org

 
Wivey Foodbank

01984 623 991.  We don’t think anyone in our community should have to face going 
hungry and so the aim is to provide three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food 
and support to local people.  If you or anyone you know might benefit from help then 
please drop in.

Each Foodbank relies on goodwill and support from the people in their local 
community.  Over 90% of the food distributed comes from donations.  The Silver Street 
Centre, Day Lewis Pharmacy and the Co-Op in Wivey are all collection points for both 
food and toiletries.

A Foodbank run by volunteers is now open in Wivey.  
Based in the Silver Street Centre the Food Bank is open 
every Wednesday afternoon between 3 & 4 pm.  Alternatively 
if you need help outside of this time then please ring 

‘The Hub & Silver Street Centre’
Are you looking for somewhere to hold a party, run a business 
event/meeting or just want office space and/or a desk? The Hub 
and the Silver Street Centre, available for the use of whole 
community in Wiveliscombe, offers a range of different sizes of 
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Looking Ahead - Regular Events in Wivey

Do you or anyone you know suffer from memory loss as a result 
of dementia, stroke or any other illness?  Then the Wivey 
Memory Café may be the place for you and your carer/family to 
spend time with others in a similar situation, in a relaxed social 
setting.  It is a place where you can share information and 
experiences, reminisce and join in with activities which can help 
prevent boredom and aid relaxation.
The Café at the Silver Street Centre runs twice a month on the 
first and third Thursday between 10.30am and 12.30pm.
Run by people (including volunteers) who have experience and 
training in dementia, both you and your carer will receive a warm 

Wivey Folk Dance Club
8pm Wiveliscombe Community Centre

We look forward to seeing new as well as familiar faces, on your own or with a partner.

. For more information contact Sue 01984 629502, Margaret 01984 624131 
or Brenda 01984 624595

Wivey Memory Café – Thursday 6th & 20th February

welcome.  Refreshments will be available and there will be a small charge/donation to 
cover the running costs. Martyn & Felicity Parry.  Tel: 01984 623991
Email: wiveymemorycafe@icloud.com

Is Joy possible in the Middle East?
 

Come and hear how SAT-7’s powerful, faith-filled television programmes are making 
God’s love visible in the midst of a troubling world.

 

Join us for an exciting presentation.
 

on Saturday 1st February 2020
 

Silver Street Centre in Wiveliscombe 
7pm for a 7.30 pm start 
Refreshments Provided. 

More information contact Jill Bond on 01984 623308
or pastor@wiveyevangelical.org

Julian Meetings 
The Julian Society will meet every 3rd Tuesday in the month at 
St. Andrew's Church at 10.30am 
Do join us for half an hour of silent prayer and coffee after!  
Contact:   Hazel Ramsay 01984 248726         Email: hmramsay99@google.com 
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Looking Ahead - Wivey

 

Cinema Obscura Wiveliscombe’s award winning film society 
is currently showing feature films at the Wiveliscombe Primary 
School.  In their 20th consecutive season of films:-  

Sunday 9th February
Two Days, One Night  (In French with English subtitles)
Directors: Jean-Pierre & Luc Dardenne 
Award winning actress Marion Cotillard plays Sandra, a young woman assisted by 
her husband who has only one weekend to convince her colleagues to give up 
their bonuses so that she keeps her job . This is another interesting film chosen by 
Cinema Obscura, from the directors whose earlier film The Kid With the Bike won 
many awards.
 
All films are shown in the  Wiveliscombe 
Primary School main hall
Doors open 7pm – Film from 7.30pm
Entrance £5
More information from Eddie Gaines 
01984 624657

 Silver Street Sessions
John Kirkpatrick 3rd Feb, 8.00pm
John is one of the most prolific figures on the English 
folk scene, performing solo, in duos, acoustic groups 
and electric bands, and has established an enviable 
reputation as an instrumental virtuoso
Cotleigh Brewery, Ford Road, Wiveliscombe, 
£12/£10 concessions

Reg Meuross 22nd Feb, 8.00pm
Folking.com's ’Soloist of the Year’ 2019, Reg Meuross 
is now touring with new solo album RAW. The breadth 
and depth of his material is unparalleled in contemporary 
folk: songs about forgotten heroes, famous names, 
folk legends, the climate emergency, tales from the 
kitchen sink and news from the world stage; if something needs to be sung about 
then Reg Meuross has a song for it.
Cotleigh Brewery, Ford Road, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2RE. £12/£10 concessions
To book tickets can be purchase at Wivey post office or please visit 
http://www.silverstreetsessions.co.uk 

https://www.silverstreetsessions.co.uk/programme.html#kirk
https://www.silverstreetsessions.co.uk/programme.html#reg
http://www.silverstreetsessions.co.uk/programme.html#knightspiers
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Looking Ahead - the Hills - Langley Marsh - Clatworthy

 St Luke’s, Langley Marsh

2nd Feb  8.30am Holy Communion 

16th Feb  8.30am Holy Communion

St. Mary Magdalene, Clatworthy
2nd  Sunday: 9.15am - Holy Communion

 4th Sunday 6.00pm -  Evening Service  (summer months)
   10.00am - Matins (winter months) 

 

 

 

Forward Planning goes ahead in 
Clatworthy.
Although it’s only January Clatworthy 
Village Hall Committee already has a full 
list of planned events
For 2020. “We are fortunate that we have 
an events Calendar that has proved 
successful, so It’s just a case of agreeing 
on new dates. We always have at least 
three events per month in the Village Hall. 
The improvements we have made over 
the past couple of years have made it an 
attractive venue for outside interests with 
ten to twelve additional bookings each 
year. We want to ensure the Village Hall 
is used as often as possible”

“Souper Saturday”
Fancy a nice bowl of hot homemade soup,followed by a piece of homemade cake
and a cuppa?   Along with a good old chat!
 
Then why not pop along to Clatworthy Village Hall on
Saturday 8th February Noon to 2pm Price £3 per person
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Looking Ahead - the Hills - Huish Champflower

St Peter’s Huish Champflower.

1st Sunday: 11.15am - Family service with Holy Communion

3rd Sunday:  10.00am - Matins 
followed by tea, coffee & biscuits.

 

St Peter’s Church, Huish Champflower - Dates for your Diary 2020
Sat 7th March* Coffee and Cake  -10.30am -12noon

Bring & Buy, Raffle, in the Church
Sat 4th April* Paper Crafting - 10.30am -1pm

in the Church, followed by a light Lunch £10 per person
Sat 9th May 75th Anniversary VE Day Tea -  3-5pm

War time music, display of WWII memorabilia in the church
Sun 10th May Church Service 10.00am with Collection for The Royal British Legion
Mon 25th May* Coombe Park Gardens Open -10.30am-1pm

Refreshments, Raffle & Cake Stall, 
Entry £3.50, 12yrs & under no charge. Dogs Welcome

Sun 28th June* St Peter’s Sit-in Sunday - 10.30am-4.00pm
in the Church Porch Denise and Julie will be receiving your donations 
for the Churchyard Grass Cutting

Sat 11th July* Summer Salad Saturday  - 12noon -2pm
£5 per person, salad lunch, raffle, bring & buy in the Church

Sat 8th Aug* Coffee and Cake Bring & Buy, Raffle, 10.30am -12noon in the Church
Sat 5th Sept Fete, Produce Show & Dog Show @ Village Hall
Mon 5th Oct* Harvest Supper 7pm in the Village Hall, £7 per Adult.

Auction of produce & raffle.  Please bring own drinks & cutlery
Sat 7th Nov* Christmas Fair-10.30am -1pm in the church, stalls, raffle, Bring & Buy 

& refreshments. To hire a table @ a cost of £7 contact Julie Powles
Sun 20th Dec Carols around the Tree- 10.00am in the church Collection for V Hall

* proceeds from these events for church funds

Huish Champflower WI 

The February Meeting will be on February 13th at 2.30 when the speaker will  be Mr 
David Mournian, Grumpy Travels the Americas Part 2

Visitors and New Members are always welcome
 

February 21st   Soup lunch from 12 noon in the Village Hall
The March Meeting  will be on March 12th at 2.30
when our speaker will be Richard Reeves  Freewheelers 

Visitors and New members are always welcome
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Looking Ahead the Hills - Chipstable - Raddington

All Saints’, Chipstable
 

2nd Sunday:  9.15am - Holy Communion
  February’s service will be held at Bulland Lodge

Everyone is very welcome at our services or to 
join us afterwards for coffee and chat.

                              

 

 

 
 

                                                                   

Thursday 17th October 10.00am Holy Communion in the Hills 

Chipstable Parish Hall Events Calendar 2020
                        Saturday 28th March – The Big Breakfast
                         Saturday 20th June- Summer Barbecue
                         Sunday 5th July- Vintage Tractor Run
                        Sunday 13th September- ‘Souper’ Walk
                        Saturday 21st November- Skittles Evening

Are you fed up with a poor broadband experience?                                                   
Would you be interested in hearing from a local company                                    
(based near Exeter) who are already rolling out fibre                                                
connections and have been accepted by other local parishes?                             

If so, the Parish Council invite you to a public meeting to hear what this company is 
offering.  
Wednesday 5th February 2020 at 7:30pm at Chipstable Parish Community Hall, 
Waterrow. Hope to see you there. K Collings, Clerk to Parish Council

St Michael's, Raddington

1st Sunday  9.45am Matins 
Please not that in the Winter months the first Sunday services 
will be at 9.45am and Matins 

3rd Sunday  9.15am Holy Communion

Ash Wednesday 26th February 
10.00am Morning Holy Communion Service with imposition of Ashes
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Looking Ahead - the hills - Brompton Ralph - Tolland - Beulah

St Mary’s, Brompton Ralph
  

2 February 9.15am - Holy Communion

    16 February    10.00am - Morning Prayer

The next Coffee Morning (every fourth Friday of the month) will be 
Friday 28th February 10.30am to 12 noon in the Village Hall 

 50p including delicious homemade cakes and biscuits.
Dates to look forward to:
Saturday 16th May - Plant Sale
Saturday 6th June - Concert 
A programme of Jewish Choral Music from the Alyth Chamber Choir
Saturday 18th July - Church Fete

Brompton Ralph & District WI
meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm in the Village Hall
Wednesday 5th February, 
Wood and Wood Turning Demonstration by Bob Selway Visitors will be very 
welcome.Please contact Liz Henderson 629545lizandbob.henderson@btinternet.com

        
 
 

 
St John the Baptist, Tolland
 Seasonal Services held  throughout the year, 
The next service will be the Palm Sunday Service 

Sunday 5th April at 10.30am

Brompton Ralph Village Hall
   Flower Show Meeting   Monday February 3rd 7pm  

Whist Drive Monday February 24th  7-30pm

Date for your Diary  Derek and Sheila's Charity cream tea afternoon
at Higher House Brompton Ralph Sunday July 12th from 2-30pm

More Details to Follow

BRENDON HILL  (Beulah) METHODIST CHURCH
Watchet, Somerset TA23 0LL (jct B3224 and B3190)  
Services at 6.30pm every Sunday. 
 A warm welcome to our unique hill country chapel

Thursday 16th January 10.00am Holy Communion in the Hills 
at St Mary’s Brompton Ralph

mailto:lizandbob.henderson@btinternet.com
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Huish Dates for Diary 

Looking Ahead - the Hills and Beyond

MILVERTON CONCERT SOCIETY

PASSION AND ELEGANCE IN MILVERTON
LONDON BRIDGE TRIO - February 28, 7.30
The wonderful acoustics in the beautiful Grade I 
listed church of St Michael’s Milverton is the perfect 
setting to listen to London Bridge Trio, one of the 
most exciting trios on the current chamber music 
scene. Their deeply nuanced and searching interpretations of Beethoven, Schumann 
and Mendelssohn will thrill the audience. The trio play with passion and elegance and 
the evening is bound to be unforgettable.

David Adams (violin), is leader of the Welsh National Opera orchestra, Kate Gould 
(Cello )plays with the Chamber Orchestra of Europe and together with Daniel Tong 
(piano) they already have a successful recording career with numerous albums under 
their musical belts. Reviews of their work have included praises such as “rendered 
with bubbling brilliance” and “heart touchingly eloquent” Sunday Times. “Playing that is 
as compelling as it is rapt…” Gramophone

Tickets for this exciting concert at 7.30pm on Friday 28th February are available online 
at Ticketsource via the website www.milvertonconcerts.org or by telephone 0333 666 
3366 and in person from The Globe Inn, Milverton. Tickets are also on sale at the 
church door on the night of the concert.

Pre-concert pub-suppers are available at The Globe Inn – booking essential. See 
website for further details www.milvertonconcerts.org
                The season continues with ‘Red Priest’ on March 27th

Cotleigh Brewery has been hosting a wide variety of live 
music for several years now with folk, jazz, open mike 
sessions and “rockier”  groups playing regularly. 

Look out for posters nearer the time or contact Eddie on 
07817190320 for more details.
 

NGS GARDEN OPENINGS
“The garden at Elworthy Cottage
 is open for snowdrops in aid of 
the National Garden Scheme on Sunday 16th and Thursday 27th February 
from 11am to 4pm, admission £4.00  Tea/coffee is available. Tel 01984 
656427. www.elworthy-cottage.co.uk “

Wellington Choral Society
will be performing the 

Armed Man - a Mass for Peace 
by Karl Jenkins together with Vaughn 

Williams 
'Five Mystical Songs' 

and Elgar's Great is the Lord 
on Saturday 28 March 2020 at 7.30.pm 

at St John the Baptist Church, Wellington. 
Tickets adults £14.00, children free

http://www.milvertonconcerts.org/
http://www.milvertonconcerts.org/
http://www.milvertonconcerts.org
https://webmail.names.co.uk/ZaKb4yYEQIbjGgBI/#NOP
http://7.30.pm/
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Regular Events - Music and Crafts

Community Music Groups in Wiveliscombe
High Park Music School 
Children from year 3-4 upwards, and including secondary age are learning to play 
clarinet, flute or saxophone for just £2 per session with instrument included. To get 
in touch with Bex – bexmaynard75@gmail.com. We meet weekly on Saturday 
mornings in the Scout Hut in Wiveliscombe.
Wiveliscombe Wind Band 
Rehearsals are normally held fortnightly on Tuesday from 7pm at Cotleigh Brewery 
Events Hall and would love to see some new musicians join us – all ages and 
abilities are always welcome, get in touch with director Hilary Wickham for more 
info – hilary@wickham.org.uk or 01984 623335
The Wiveliscombe Community Choir meet on a Wednesday evening in the Silver 
Street Centre Wiveliscombe from 7-8.30 under the direction of Tom Morrell.  The 
group aims to sing in three or four part harmony with an emphasis on fun and 
enjoyment. We welcome new members, no experience necessary but with a 
willingness to try. Please contact Ann Wilson for further information.
If you love making music and would like more, or different opportunities,
don’t forget there is a ·St Andrew’s Church Choir - and a Church Band
St. Andrew’s Church Choir: 
WANTED - new members for the Church Choir
If any of you have looked at the Church Choir recently, you may have noticed that 
we are nearly all "getting on in years". We would really like some younger people to 
join us. We practice twice a month, on a Friday evening at 7.45 pm for about an 
hour.
If you love singing and feel you may like to join us, please contact -JULIE NEWBY 
at juliernewby@yahoo.co.uk or ring 01984 623301.

Church Band : - Rehearsals Thursdays once or twice a month.
For more information contact  Judith Swan - 01984 629030

WIVELISCOMBE CRAFT GROUP
The meeting in February will be held on Thursday 13 February at the usual time of 
2.30 to 4.30 pm in the Community Centre,  £2 per person to include tea, coffee and 
cake. If you would like any further information please phone either Audrey on 01984 
623736 or Lorna on 01984 623193.

The Wiveliscombe & District Flower Club meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month at 7.30 pm at Wiveliscombe Rugby Club. Contact Olive Wyatt for details

Wivey Quilters
4th Thursday of every month at Wiveliscombe Community Centre. 2 - 4 pm Cost: 
£3.00 Contact Maggie Watkinson (01984 623859) for further details.



You should start seeing these new way 
marks soon and wonder what they are.

They are directions for the Brendon Towers 
Way, a 20 ml. walk linking all the churches 

of the benefice of Wiveliscombe and the Hills.  It is a circular route but can be 
shortened giving an opportunity to appreciate the 8 different  churches from the large 
Victorian church in Wiveliscombe to small mediaeval rural churches set in the middle 
of fields and even the  “tin tabernacle” of Langley.

The Bishop of Bath and Wells will come and launch it on Sat. May 23rd and will walk 
some of the route.  There will be led walks of variable length and information 
available for self-guiding.

 More information in the next Messenger and Wiveliscombe House nearer the time 
but add date on your calendar now.

Rev. Martin Walker, Ann Scotter and Brenda Boyland
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The Brendon Towers Way - Falls Prevention Sessions

Age UK Somerset to start their falls-prevention sessions in Wiveliscombe
Whilst the charity offer a wide variety of activities for older people, including general 
fitness classes and social events, there has been further emphasis on increasing the 
number of falls-prevention classes offered locally. Every day in Somerset around 8 
people over the age of 65 are admitted to hospital as a result of a fall, as the ageing 
process affects balance, muscles and joints.

The charity run an evidence-based programme called Stay Strong Stay Steady 
across the county. The specially developed sessions, held in partnership with 
Somerset County Council, are led by qualified instructors and help to prevent falls by 
improving balance and rebuilding muscle strength. They are accessed by referral 
only.

If you feel less steady than you used to or 
perhaps you have a family history of 
Osteoporosis or Parkinson’s, it may be 
worthwhile finding out whether the class 
could help. You will need to fill in a simple 
questionnaire to check the class is right for 
you.  Or if you are worried about someone 
who has fallen, or is at risk of falling, please 
share the information with them.
More information and a short video about the classes can be found on the Age UK 
Somerset website: 
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/somerset/activities-and-events/stay-strong-stay-steady/

Call Michelle Purnell, Age UK Somerset’s falls co-ordinator on 
01823 345626.Email:  michelle.purnell@ageuksomerset.org.uk

https://www.ageuk.org.uk/somerset/activities-and-events/stay-strong-stay-steady/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/somerset/activities-and-events/stay-strong-stay-steady/
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The Cinnamon Trust Needs Volunteers in Huish Moor
The Cinnamon Trust is the national charity whose wonderful 
volunteers help people over retirement age and those in the 
latter stages of a terminal illness by offering all kinds of pet 
care. We are looking to welcome new dog walking volunteers 
to help a resident of Huish Moor and their adorable dogs Pepe 
a 4 year old Cockapoo and Treacle a 14 year old Sprocker who
 would love to go for a good walk.
What happens if illness, injury or just the fact that we all get 
older eventually affects our ability to look after our four legged 
companions?  A large number of elderly or ill pet owners become very worried about 
their ability to care for their pets, feeling that their only option is to rehome them, this 
is where our national network of dedicated volunteers step in to offer 
support enabling them to stay together. We’ll walk the dog for a housebound owner, 
we’ll foster pets when owners need hospital care, we’ll fetch the cat food, even 
clean out the bird cage or litter trays.

All volunteers help in the ways that are most appropriate to 
them.  Teams take it in turn to visit housebound owners to 
take the dog for a walk, volunteers foster pets as one of their 
family when owners face a spell in hospital, they take pets to 
the vet, even clean out the budgie's cage or cats litter trays. 
If anyone would like to register or even have a quick chat 
about registering just call direct on 01736 758707 or email 
appeals@cinnamon.org.uk
Registered Charity No: 1134680 The Cinnamon Trust is a limited company 

registered in England and Wales. Registered Office: 10 Market Square, 
Hayle, Cornwall, TR27 4HE. Company Number 07004861

Guide Dog Puppy 
Hi I would like to introduce myself my name is Cindy I 
am training to be a guide dog for the blind you may have 
seen me about the town in, I have been in Wivey since I 
was eight weeks old and have been out and about since 
seventeen weeks I was six months old in December.
Training is not easy for a puppy the important thing for 
my future as a guide dog is to ignore all kind of distractions and my biggest distraction 
at the moment is people and dogs. People can help me with along this by ignoring me 
and not making eye contact with me this then will be a great help and contribute to my 
training program also other dogs are very exciting and at the moment I am struggling to 
control my self  around them my supervisor tells me that this is just a development stage 
but I would consider it a great help if you could not approach me as I am finding this quite 
difficult at the moment.                                                        Thank you for your cooperation  

Ways to help your community - Can you Help? 
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Ways to help your community

BROMPTON RALPH SHOP & POST OFFICE
Contact: 01984 623267  bromptonralph@gmail.com                                                                                 
Shop Opening Times:

Monday to Friday 9.30 – 1.00 p.m.
5.00 – 6.00 p.m. (exc. Wednesday)
Saturday   10.00 – 12.00
Sunday      Closed

Post Office Opening Times:
        Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30 – 1.00 p.m.    
 A well-stocked shop:

-          Seasonal fruit & vegetables (when available)         
-      Frozen produce
-          Fresh milk (Mondays & Thursdays)
-          Regular orders taken & delivered on Tuesdays
-          Fresh bread, cakes, savouries from Bawdens of Bampton (Mon & Fridays)
-          Thornes meat orders taken on Tuesdays for Thursday
-          Queenswood Natural Foods stocked with special orders monthly
-          Dry cleaning collected & returned (Wednesdays)
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Can you imagine what it feels like to be all alone, with no one to turn to?
Can you imagine feeling like a failure as a parent – just because you are exhausted 

and at the end of your tether?

There are many, many parents in our community in Somerset who feel like this – they 
are isolated and desperate for someone who understands.  Could you be that 

someone?

Safe Families is a national Christian charity, that enables and empowers people 
to reach out into their community, making a difference in the lives of others in as 

little as an hour a week.

Safe Families equip and empower volunteers to come alongside families and children 
to befriend them, support them and encourage them. They provides a safe structure 

and backup for those volunteers, linking them with families in the community.

You could be married, single, old, young, working, a student or retired, with or without 
children -  you can be as flexible as you like.

We welcome anyone who is willing to come alongside and support an isolated family 
who are going through a difficult time.

You never know – you might make a friend!

For more info Email maryayers@safefamiliesforchildren.com 
or Ring our Office: 02382 250131 

or Take a look at the website and apply online:
www.safefamiliesforchildren.com/regions/southandsouthwest

and check out more stories of hope and transformation.

A mum recently helped out by a Volunteer said. 
 “I didn’t realise how a little help can make such a difference. 

Her support gave me so much hope and confidence for the future”

Brought to you by Katherine Lyddon, 
Children and Families Rural Pioneer, Tone Deanery

Safe Families for Children - Katherine Lyddon

http://www.safefamiliesforchildren.com/regions/southandsouthwest


Lent Challenge 2020 – #40 Everyday Questions

How can that be a challenge?
Often the conversations we have are on the same topics (you can probably name 
them!) or they are about practicalities like who is going to get the tea.  This challenge 
provides  an excuse to grapple with some simple questions about life, death and 
everything in between.

In a society where loneliness is on the rise, it’s good to find ways of connecting with 
those around us and having meaningful conversations.

Are they all ‘Christian’ questions?
No! These are questions, big and small, on a variety of topics about life, the world 
and faith.

These are everyday questions that many of us wonder about, even if we  wouldn’t 
usually have a conversation about them.

What happens if I don’t know the answers?
Don’t worry, this is about conversation, not about answers! The Challenge is two fold:
·         To listen to someone else’s viewpoint

·         To ask ourselves how our own answers connect to what we believe

How do I get started?
A pack of question cards has been produced by Diocean, suitable for people of all 
ages.  The question can be used in any way you want but in the pack there are some 
suggestions to get you started.  You can even use the questions with a Lent Group or 
school class if you want to. We’ll share the questions each day from Ash Wednesday 
(26 February)  on our Diocese of Bath & Wells Twitter and Facebook feeds with the 
hashtag #40questions. We’ll also share some very short videos of people of all ages 
having a go at some of the questions, just as a conversation starter!

A sneak preview:
Find someone, perhaps someone in your family from a different generation. Pick one 
of the questions below.  Either just discuss the question with them or set a timer for 
30 seconds and each of you has that time to give your response before you discuss 
how your answers were the same or different.

·   Should all bad people be punished?  (from the Life section)

·   How would you describe God? (from the Faith section)

·   What makes you angry enough to do something about it? (from the World section)

The Everyday Question packs will be given out at the Archdeaconry Days . 

This year’s Bishops’ Lent challenge sounds 
straightforward: simply to have conversations with 
our friends, family, colleagues, or people we just 
bump into in our daily life.
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Quick View Events for February - Weekly Events

Dayam Date Time Event

Sat 1 7 for 7.30pm
7 for 7.30pm 

SAT 7 Presentation SSC
Music for Springtime in St Andrew’s

Sun 2

8.30 am
9.15 am
9.45am

10.45 am

11.15 am

Holy Communion Langley Marsh 
Holy Communion Brompton Ralph 
Matins Raddington,
Morning Worship Wiveliscombe followed by soup lunch
(with Sunday Allsorts and XStream)
will include Commissioning of Hazel Ramsey as Anna Chaplain
Family Service with Holy Communion Huish Champflower 

Mon 3 1.30pm Art Church 

Tues 4 10am
3.45pm 

Bods & Tods in SSC
Rock Youth Group 

Wed 5
10.30am
3-4pm 
7.30pm

Coffee Pot & Talking Café SSC
Foodbank SCC
Chipstable PC Broadband Presentation 

Thurs 6 10.00am
10.30am

Community Cafe for All at St Andrew’s
Memory Cafe SCC

Fri 7 830-9.25am
7 for 7.30pm

First Friday Prayers
Farmers Supper at Raleigh’s Cross 

Sat 8 12-2pm Souper Saturday at Clatworthy Village Hall

Sun 9
9.15am 
9.15 am 

10.45 am

Magazine Deadline!!
Holy Communion Chipstable
Holy Communion Clatworthy
Holy Communion Wiveliscombe 
(with Sunday Allsorts and XStream)

Mon 10

Tues 11 10am Bods & Tods in SSC

Wed 12
10.30am
3-4pm 
3.30pm

Coffee Pot, Lunch & Talking Café SSC
Foodbank SCC
Messy Church with messy Tea

Thurs 13 10.00am Community Cafe for All at St Andrew’s

Fri 14 9.05am Friday Prayers

Sat 15 9.30am - 12.30 Archdeaconry Day at St Mary’s Bridgwater 9:30-12:30 

Sun 16

8.30am
9.15 am
9.15 am

9.45am - 10.30
10.45 am
10.00 am

Holy Communion  Service Langley Marsh
Matins Huish Champflower 
Holy Communion Raddington
Sunday Breakfast at St Andrew’s
All Age Communion Wiveliscombe 
Matins Service Brompton Ralph

Mon 17 1.30pm Art Church 

Tues 18 10.30am Julian Meeting in St Andrew’s 

Wed 19 10.30am
3-4pm 

Coffee Pot & Talking Café SSC
Foodbank SCC

Thurs 20 10.00am
10.30am

Community Cafe for All at St Andrew’s
Memory Cafe SCC

Fri 21 9.05am
10.30am

Friday Prayers
Coffee morning at Brompton Ralph
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Quick View Events for February Weekly Events - Future Dates & Lent

Looking Ahead - Future Dates 
March 14th Collegium Singers Concert

22nd Mothering Sunday 
April 10th Good Friday Cross Walks

12th Easter Sunday 
May 23rd Brendon Towers Way Walk and Dedication by Bishop
June 26th-28th Spree

Lent within our Benefice 
There will be two opportunities for people to make Lent 2020 a time of spiritual 
reflection and growth, but you do not have to choose one or the other: you can quite 
easily do both.
One opportunity is the Diocesan Lent Challenge (pg 27), which follows on seamlessly 
from last year’s “Faith Pictures” course. That was encouraging us to communicate 
openly, sensitively and empathetically, so that we can tell our faith-story naturally and 
without embarrassment. This year’s Diocesan Lent Challenge is an individual one, 
but cannot be done alone: because you are given 40 different questions (one per day) 
to discuss with…..whoever you want to! 

The other opportunity is to attend a series of seminars on the Prayer Ministry of 
Blessing, which Pamela Walker will be leading: these will encourage us to pray for our 
neighbours and neighbourhoods in effective ways.

Dates, times and places will be decided by mid-February and published on the church 
website: so make sure you check them out at wiveychurches.org.uk on or after 
Valentine’s Day.

St Luke’s Langley Marsh 
Thursday 12th December 10.00am Holy Communion in the Hills 

Day Date Time Event

Sat 22
7.00pm

Fearless Women’s Conference 
Pilgrim’s Progress in St Andrew’s 

Sun 23
9.15am 

10.45 am
Matins Service Clatworthy
Holy Communion Wiveliscombe 
Followed by St Andrew’s PCC AGM and lunch.

Mon 24

Tues 25 10am
3.45pm

Bods & Tods in SSC
Rock Youth Group 

Wed 26

10.00am
10.30am
3-4pm 
7.30pm

Ash Wednesday Holy Communion at Raddington 
Coffee Pot, Lunch  & Talking Café SSC
Foodbank SCC
Ash Wednesday Holy Communion Service St Andrew’s

Thurs 27 10.00am
10.30am

Community Cafe for All at St Andrew’s
Clerkspool Home Group 

Fri 28 9.05-9.20am
10.30am - 12

Friday Prayers
Coffee Morning at Brompton Ralph

Sat 29



Pick up your Bible with a new joy
Martin Niemöller was a Lutheran Pastor, best known for his 
opposition to the Nazi party during the 1930’s. As a 
consequence he was imprisoned between 1938 and 1945, first 
in the Sachsenhausen and secondly in the Dachau 
concentration camps. He was fortunate to survive these 
experiences and, on his release, became a pacifist and a 
committed campaigner for nuclear disarmament.

A former U Boat Commander, in his book, ‘From U Boat to Pulpit’, he wrote about 
what the Bible meant to him during his imprisonment which included years of solitary 
confinement. He wrote: ‘The word of God was simply everything to me, comfort and 
strength, guidance and hope, master of my days and companion of my nights. The 
bread that kept me from starvation and the water of life which refreshed my soul. And 
even more, solitary confinement ceased to be solitary.’

These extraordinary words remind me of the hymn ‘Lord thy word abideth,’ the first 
three verses of which are are:

Lord, thy Word abideth,
and our footsteps guideth;
who its truth believeth
light and joy receiveth.

When our foes are near us,
then thy Word doth cheer us,
Word of consolation,
message of salvation.

When the storms are o'er us,
and dark clouds before us,
then its light directeth,
and our way protecteth.

The Bible is still the most published and the most read book in the world. What makes 
it unique however, is that the books of the Bible were inspired by the Spirit of God and 
is the place where Christ is found and proclaimed and where God speaks. And St 
Paul, writing about the scriptures (The Old Testament) said, ‘For everything that was 
written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and 
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.’ (Romans 15:4)

As we come to Lent might I suggest that we pick up our Bibles with a new joy, with 
fresh eyes and with a renewed determination to spend time each day reading the 
Bible. If we do we will find, as Niemöller and countless other people before us have 
done, that the Bible is indeed the Word of Life, the pathway to Jesus and the doorway 
to salvation. If we are looking for comfort and strength, guidance and hope we can 
find all those things within its pages.

The Right Revd Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells
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Growing in Faith - Letter from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock
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The Pastor’s Pen - Martyn Parry 

Greetings.  We hope that you had a great Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. You may have heard that as a Wivey Community we have 
opened a Memory Café for people who have memory loss.  This 
may be Dementia or some other memory issue.  (Details are below). 
There are approx. 850,000 people in the UK living with 

PRAYER CIRCLE/CHAIN
  We are a small group of people who pray each day at home.  We remember all

those who have requested a prayer.   We contact each other usually by email but those with no 
computer will have a computer buddy who will contact you by phone to relay the message.
 If you are interested in joining us or would like a prayer, please contact me:  
Ann Somerfield Tel 01984 623787 or email: prayer-chain@wiveychurches.org.uk.

dementia. We also understand that there are approx. 60 folks in the Wivey area who 
have been assessed with Dementia and perhaps many more on their journey. (We will 
be organising some Awareness Sessions over the next few months, so join us if you 
want to know more.)

And this poses for many of us a challenge. Perhaps you know someone who has 
dementia, and you may know how challenging life can be for them, and their 
respective families and carers. And we do not have any ‘easy answers’, perhaps there 
are none. 

But from a faith perspective, we have hope and assurance.
‘Darkness’ is how many people describe their increasing memory loss. The ‘Fairy 
Lights’ of our memories sometimes go off and on.

In John 8:12 Jesus says that He the light of the world. These words simply imply that 
the world itself is a dark place and needs light. Jesus declares Himself to be that light. 
The Lord Jesus can shine into the darkness of memory loss, bringing light into our 
hearts. It is not enough to look at the light: we must walk in it for without that light we 
will grope in doubt and uncertainty.

 Sometimes our hearts are troubled and our minds in turmoil, but we are never in total 
darkness, never without hope, for Jesus as the Light of the world can bring us His 
peace. Whilst the darkness of memory loss can be very frightening Jesus is taking His 
children to that place of external light

“and the city had no need of the sun nor the moon that they might shine in it, for the 
glory of God illuminated it and the lamp is the lamb.  (Rev 21:23)

 Prayer:  Dear Lord you know we find darkness frightening. We thank you that you are 
the true light and there is no imperfection in you. May we reflect the Lord Jesus who is 
the light of the world and lead others to know that light in their lives. We praise you 
that your grace will take us to dwell in perfect light.  Amen.

 Info:  Wivey Memory Café meets 1st and 3rd Thursday at the Silver Street Centre 
Wivey. (10.30-12.30) More info contact   Martyn or Felicity on 
wiveymemorycafe@icloud.org   or 01984 623991
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Growing in Faith - Hazel Ramsay on Anna Chaplaincy 

So, just what is an Anna Chaplain and what do they do? Do we 
need one? And if so, why? Well, I think the easiest and the most
accurate way for me to explain this to you is to quote or 
paraphrase from our ANNA CHAPLAINCY HANDBOOK and 
Training Manual compiled by Debbie Thrower. She is an Anna 
Pioneer and was the first Anna Chaplain in 2010. Throughout 
the U.K. there are now a hundred men and women commissioned as Anna 
Chaplains and many Anna friends. 

Debbie Thrower explains, 'Anna Chaplaincy is an ecumenical, community based 
and person-centred approach to supporting older people spiritually: It is not 
chaplaincy to a single institution, but operates across a city centre or in towns or 
villages.'

Debbie also points out that 'Chaplains make no distinction between people as 
church goers or non-church goers, as people of faith or no faith at all. It is person 
centred in the sense of focusing on a person's need in a non-judgemental way, 
recognising the importance of acknowledging the world from the perspective of that 
person. It is for those coming alongside older people; their relatives, care 
professionals and volunteers.' 

Anna Chaplains visit older people wherever they may be living, whether in 
residential and nursing homes, sheltered housing, retirement complexes or other 
private homes. The emphasis is on spiritual support undergirded by prayer, but 
clearly practical struggles will also play a part in their overall wellbeing.

Debbie also says that spiritual support can help older people to live more 
peacefully in their later years, also helping them to reflect on the joys and 
challenges of their life's journey. This may include the healing of memories as well 
as the celebratory joys of their life experience and help foster hope and resilience, 
particularly for those who face many difficulties of mind, body and spirit and, I 
would add, sometimes experience feelings of loneliness, isolation and even 
uselessness. 

Anna Chaplains also serve as an advocate and a champion of the contribution 
older people make to the society and encourage cross-generational encounters in 
the church and wider community. Anna Friends are people who want to be involved 
and help in some way and their prayer support is more than welcome! Anna 
Friends complement the role of Anna Chaplain. They are also required to 
undertake training, DBS safeguarding and commissioning.

Both Chaplain and Friends are appointed and authorised by and accountable to 
their local church or group of 'Churches Together.' A more detailed description of 
the roles Anna Chaplaincy and Anna Friends may be found in the ANNA 
CHAPLAINCY HANDBOOK and Training Manual, a copy of which is held in St. 
Andrew's Church library or go to: www.annachaplaincy.org.uk 

http://www.annachaplaincy.org.uk/
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Growing in Faith - Home Groups

We realise that we are an ageing society. This is not only true for most church 
congregations, but also in the wider community; including our Benefice and 
Wiveliscombe town and so we shall be developing  Anna Chaplaincy in Wivey..
 

Do you recall the story of Anna in Luke Ch. 2? The Chaplaincy was called after the old 
widow and wise prophetess Anna because her name echoes the fact that much of the 
work is with those who suffered loss and bereavement. 

And finally, Debbie says of Anna Chaplaincy, 'It is a hope filled ministry which 
highlights the tradition of older people having prophetic voices, recognising that many 
older people have wisdom to impart to younger generations and life lessons to share 
when it comes to spiritual formation.' Amen to that, Debbie!   HAZEL RAMSAY.                             

Home Groups
Why not join a home group? They are an excellent way to get to know people and 
explore questions of faith in an encouraging environment. 

The Hills home group.
The February meeting will be at 7.00 pm, on Thursday 13th. There will be the usual 
bring and share meal, followed by Bible-study at Little Wilscombe Farm. If you would 
like to join us, please contact Liz Kilbride for further details, on 01984 623431 or 
liz@kilbride.org.uk

Tuesday evening home group
We will be looking at the last two chapters of ‘The Way of the Lord’ by Tom Wright’ 
meeting on 4th and 18th February at Geraldine’s house, 26 West Street. After that we 
will pause to be able to take part in the lent groups. For more details please contact 
Peter at pncpearson@yahoo.co.uk or Geraldine on 01984 568274. 

Homegroup Tuesdays at Philip and Carol Scribbins on the 2nd and 4th Tues of each 
month at 7.30 pm . Currently we're looking at The Psalms - a brief encounter with 
prophesy, faith and lament- and how these ancient songs may encourage us as we 
find echoes in our own experiences and give us a deeper understanding of the 
faithfulness of God. Please talk to Philip or Carol or Helen Sedgbeer on 624649.  

Thursday Evening Homegroup
The Thursday evening homegroup will be meeting on 1st & 3rd Thursday of month. 
We meet at 7pm at various venues and the evening includes a meal. For more details 
please contact Tony & Jenny Blackmore (629261) or Jacqui Cottenham (624440)

For the Congregational church there is a monthly Thursday morning group meeting at 
10.30 at Clerkspool and a weekly Thursday evening group meeting at the Manse, 
Silver Street. 

There are still two ‘Thomas’ groups meeting - ask Hugh Allen for details. 

On p12 are details for the young people’s group meeting fortnightly on Tuesday 
evenings. 

mailto:pncpearson@yahoo.co.uk


34

Growing in Faith

FEARLESS - Women of God Conference 
If you would like more information or are interested in going please speak 
to Rebecca Batten rebeccab-dulverton@hotmail.com. Tickets £25

mailto:rebeccab-dulverton@hotmail.com


New Subscribers: Would you like to 
receive regular copies of the magazine? 

If so please email 
wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com

with your name, address, contact number 
and email, along with your BACs payment  
A year’s subscription is £5 (50p / copy) and 

runs from January to December.  
BACS details are

‘WHOF’     09-01-29       20101213
Or ring 01984 629423 for more details.
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Want to Advertise in this space?
From £3.00 per issue for 

Black and White
or

£4.00 in Colour.  
Please email 

wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com 
to find out more.

(Advertisers renewals will be sent out early in 2020)
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Dennis & Rosemary Buckingham
Self Catering

Holiday Apartment
Open All Year

 

Croft Way Bungalow
5 West Road

Wiveliscombe TA4 2TF
Tel: 01984 623253
or 01643 831237
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THORNE’S BUTCHERS
ESTABLISHED 1979 

5 WEST STREET, WIVELISCOMBE. 01984 623270 thornesbutchers@btopenworld.com
SHOP AT THORNES, FOR AFFORDABLE MEAT THAT YOU CAN TRUST

 

 
SELLING OUR OWN 

BEEF AND LAMB. 
LOCAL FREE-RANGE PORK.
FREE RANGE POULTRY AND 
EGGS, BACON AND CHEESE 

WHERE WE ALSO MAKE 
OUR OWN SAUSAGES, 

BURGERS, MEATBALLS, 
FAGGOTS, PIES, QUICHES,

SAUSAGE ROLLS AND PASTIES. 
COOKED HAM, PORK, 

TURKEY AND BEEF 
ALL COOKED ON OUR PREMISES.

 

MAIL ORDERS AVAILABLE 

WIVELISCOMBE HARDWARE LTD
10 West Street   01984624268

Mon- Fri 9.15-5.00
Sat 9.15-1.00

Ironmongery    Decorating
DIY    Household   Gardening

Kitchenware  Gift Ideas
& much more!!

 

FITZHEAD
TITHE BARN

 

This characterful mediaeval
building available for hire

 

Reasonable rates
Bookings - MRS JULIA BELLAMY   

7 Church Road Fitzhead
01823 400412
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WIVEY WALKIES
Dog Walking Services

 Experienced walker, fully insured, 
dog first aid certificate and 

enhanced DBS checked.
Group or individual walks available.

 07592562768
wiveywalkies@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/wiveywalkies
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SHINE by Sammy Fry
Beauty & Complementary Therapist

 

Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing Treatments, Facials, Brows and Lashes
Reflexology and Aromatherapy

 

 01984 629333  07582084815
 

Shine.sammy@hotmail.com
 

BEAUTY ROOM IN WIVELISCOMBE
 

PAIN ? DO YOU SUFFER FROM..................
Backache Neck Pain Arthritis pain    Leg pain 
Sports Injury Joint Pain     Muscular Pain     Headaches 

and much more…… CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT IS SO OFTEN THE ANSWER 

 

  FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
 

CHIROPRACTOR CATHERINE FRANCE BSc. (CHIROPRACTIC) DC
BISHOPS LYDEARD CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC,

QUANTOCK VALE SURGERY, BISHOPS LYDEARD

01823 432361  www.francechiropractic.co.uk 
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G. J. BRANFIELD
Fencing and Hedging Contractor

Posts & Rail. Panel & Stock Fencing
Gates Erected, Hedge Laying
Banking & Dry Stone Walling

Dry Logs for sale - by the load
 5, Langley Cross  Wiveliscombe

Tel: 01984 623435
 

HANDYMAN - GARDENER

 Garden Maintenance
Repairs in the home and garden

Carpentry, fencing walls
 

Phone Mike

on 01984 623474
michael.watters55@btinternet.com
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ELAINE WELCH
PICTURE FRAMING

 

Your choice
at very reasonable prices

 

Washers Farm,
Raddington.

 

Tel. 01398 361269
 

 Simon Bailey
Painter & Decorator

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

8 Bishops Green, Wiveliscombe
Tel:  01984 623981

Mobile:  07967 149025
email simonbailey31@yahoo.com
 

Susan Steward
 

Specialising in Cane 
Seating

3 Langley Cross
Wiveliscombe TA4 2UG

01984 623105
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AVALON WASTE
MANAGEMENT LTD.

 

Do you have a septic tank?

Does it need emptying?

Sewerage treatment plant installations:

Septic tank and soakaway installations:

 Please call for a no obligation quote

 David Sharland
 Tel: 01458 850155

Mobile: 07779145340

 

SELF STORAGE
Wiveliscombe

24 sq.ft up to 160 sq.ft units 
available

 
  

 07866 732209  or  07973 381278
www.wiveliscombeselfstorage.co.uk

 

Want to Advertise in this space?
From £3.00 per issue for Black and White 

or 
£4.00 in Colour.  

Please email wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com to find out more. 

mailto:wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com
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WILLIS & GRABHAM
Chainsaw & Garden Machinery Specialists

 

Lawnmowers - Chainsaws - Strimmers
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

 

 West Ritherdons, Langford Budville, Wellington, TA21 0RL
Telephone 01823 400936

Husqvarna 
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Useful Contacts

The Benefice of Wiveliscombe and the Hills

Rector:    Martin Walker rector@wiveychurches.org.uk 01984 629423
(Late evenings and early mornings): 01984 248601
Benefice Secretary:  Lorna Thorne:          admin@wiveychurches.org.uk              01984 629423
Readers:                    Martin Valuks:                                                                    01984 623302
                                   Vigdis Adams:                                                                    01984 623869
                                   Adam Green:                                                                     01984 623012
Safeguarding  Sarah Heard  colinsarahheard@gmail.com 01398 361202

St Andrew’s Wiveliscombe
Churchwardens:  Peter Pearson:   pncpearson@yahoo.co.uk                     01823 400093
                        Sherry Rayson sherryrayson84@gmail.com 01984 568096
Assistant Churchwarden: Jacqui Cottenham jacqui.cottenham@yahoo.co.uk 01984 624440
PCC Secretary:        Abbie Rayson      pcc.secretary@wiveychurches.org.uk    01984 568096
Treasurer:    Gloria Filbee  gloria.filbee@btinternet.com 01984 624653
Family ministry: Judith Swan swanaj@btinternet.com   01984 629030
Visiting Team:            Julie Newby 01984 623301
Bellringers Andrew Howard      deepleighfrc@yahoo.co.uk 01984 624366
Choir  Julie Newby       juliernewby@yahoo.co.uk 01984 623301
Flower Guild  Dilys Sandercock  01984 624400 

St Mary’s Brompton Ralph
Churchwarden:  Sue Welch:         sew69@btinternet.com                           01984 624716
Secretary:        Liz Henderson:  lizandbob.henderson@btinternet.com    01984 629545 
Treasurer           Mrs Helen Lock helenlock2@aol.co.uk 01984 568237

All Saints, Chipstable
Churchwarden + Treasurer: Sue Levinge:                                                              01984 623680

Dep. Churchwarden + Sec: Linda Martin:  petermartin7@btconnect.com     01984 624786

 

St Mary Magdalene, Clatworthy
Churchwardens: Michael Biggs:  mandsbiggs@eclipse.co.uk                  01398 371317
                        Marie Cowling:  manddcowling@btconnect.com               01984 623484
Secretary:        Angela Oakins:                                                                       01398 371317
Treasurer: Jennifer Maunder:                                                                   01984 623410

 

St Peter’s Huish Champflower
Churchwarden + Secretary: Denise Broom   dbroom555@btinternet.com              01984 624395 
Churchwarden:    Julie Powles                                                                             01984 623701
Treasurer:        Caroline Colvin  washbattle@btinternet.com                     01984 629049

 

St Michael’s, Raddington
Churchwarden: Simon Coates                                    01398 361271 

Dep. Churchwarden:  Rebecca Mills  rebecca.mills673@gmail.com                 01398 361537
Secretary:        Elaine Welch                                                                          01398 361269
Treasurer: Colin Snow        01984 624663
 

                                                                 

                                                                      

 
                                                     

mailto:rector@wiveychurches.org.uk
mailto:jacqui.cottenham@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:gloria.filbee@btinternet.com
mailto:juliernewby@yahoo.co.uk
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Useful Contacts

St John the Baptist, Tolland
Churchwardens: Maureen Canney   maureencanney1@gmail.com 01984 656236

Linda Lloyd linda@goulds-farm.co.uk 01984 623155
Secretary:        Emma Wrayford emmawrayford@gmail.com 01984 667858
Treasurer:        Neil Longstreet  neil.longstreet@gmail.com    

St Luke’s Langley Marsh
Chair (when Rector not present):       Sir Christopher Airy
Secretary:       Alison Brigden: brigdenalis@aol.com                         01984 623338

Waterrow Village and  Chipstable & Raddington Church Hall
Contact :         Liz Kilbride         liz@kilbride.org.uk                             01984 623431

Other Churches found within The Benefice Boundaries
   

Evangelical Congregational Church, Silver Street, Wiveliscombe  

Pastor:  Rev Martyn Parry    pastor@wiveyevangelical.org 01984 623991
Secretary:  Felicity Parry     felicity@wiveyevangelical.org 01984 623991 
Website:     www.wiveyevangelical.org
(Sunday Services: 10.15am Prayer Meeting  11am with Communion on 1st Sunday of Month)
 

St Richard of Chichester’s Roman Catholic Church, Church Street, Wiveliscombe
Priest: Fr Ikeokwu Nduh  wellington.stjohnfisher@parish.cliftondiocese.com 01823 662283

(Services:  Mass: 9am Sunday 10am Thursdays)
 

 Brendon Hill (Beulah) Methodist Church
Minister:  Rev Nick Lakin
Church Steward Gill Tapp 01643  841280
Services: Every Sunday at 6.30pm At other times on Special Occasions.)
 

Other Useful Contacts

Magazine Contacts: see page 2

Community Office: 3 The Square, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2JT 01984 624777
Wivey Link c/o communityoffice@wiveliscombe.com 01984 624666
Surgery: Lister House, Croft Way, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2BF 01984 623471
Day Lewis Pharmacy 1 The Square, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2JT 01984 623284
Musgrove Park Hospital 01823 333444
Samaritans Free calls 116 123
Local CPSO Louise Fyne louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk 07889 659476 
Village Agent Cat Sweatman  cat@somersetrcc.org.uk 01823 331222

Wiveliscombe Library
Tuesday, Thursday, Fridays 10.00 -12.30 & 2.30 - 5pm
Saturday 10.00 –12.30 

To renew your loans: 0300 123 2224 or visit www.librarieswest.org.uk

Deadline for next magazine - 9 February  wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
To advertise please contact wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com

mailto:linda@goulds-farm.co.uk
mailto:emmawrayford@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@wiveyevangelical.org
mailto:felicity@wiveyevangelical.org
mailto:communityoffice@wiveliscombe.com
mailto:louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk
mailto:gaby@somersetrcc.org.uk
mailto:wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
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New Subscribers: Would you like to receive regular copies of the magazine? 
If so please email wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com with your name, address, contact 

number and email, along with your BACs payment  
A year’s subscription is just £5 and runs from January to December.  

BACS details are ‘WHOF’  09-01-29,  20101213 
or write a cheque payable to ‘WHOF’ 

Or ring 01984 629423 for more details.’

Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________ Payment Method
___________________________________________ Cash
Contact Number or email_______________________ BACs
___________________________________________ Cheque

It’s Time to renew your Subscription for 2020! 
Existing subscribers: please hand payment of £5  to your distributor or pay by 

BACs and let them know

mailto:wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com

