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Contents and about the magazine

Welcome to your December and January edition of the Wivey and the Hills 
magazine! 

As always, there is creativity and community spirit in abundance! 

We’re sure you’d like to join us in thanking all the volunteers who ensure that this 
magazine is distributed to every house in our area which wants one. Please make their 
task easier by paying promptly for next year’s subscription. If for any reason you don’t 
know who is your local distributor you can pay by BACS or in St Andrew’s church 
office: details on the back cover. 

Likewise, if you know of anyone new to the area who might like to try the magazine for 
free, please let your distributor know. Copies can be found in our churches, Brompton 
Ralph and Wivey Post Offices and the Community Centre. 

Finally, we’re approaching that time for taking on new things for the new year - please 
do consider joining our editorial team or supplying us with articles and photos!

Lorna Thorne, Peter Pearson, Acting editorial team

Articles and events, comments and feedback: wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com                          
Advertising: Lorna Thorne     wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com 01984 629423  
Magazine Distribution: Janet Hughes, 12 Lion d’Angers, 01984 624213

Deadline for February 2020 edition: 12 January 2020
 Cover photo:  Gabriel Smy

Wivey and the Hills magazine is published 10 times a year by the Benefice of the 
seven parishes of Wiveliscombe, Brompton Ralph, Clatworthy, Chipstable, Huish 
Champflower, Raddington and Tolland. Its purpose is to promote the life of all the 
Christian churches in this area and that of the wider communities which they 
serve. 
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New Subscribers: Would you like to 
receive regular copies of the magazine? If 

so please email 
wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com

with your name, address, contact number 
‘and email, along with your BACs payment  
A year’s subscription is £5 (50p / copy) and 

runs from January to December. 
 BACS details are 

‘WHOF’     09-01-29       20101213
Or ring 01984 629423 for more details.

mailto:wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
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Letter from the Rector 

One of my favourite Christmas jokes runs: 
Child 1 Do your parents believe in Father Christmas?
Child 2 Yes, but I play along with them because I haven’t got the 
heart to tell them……
Many teenagers will become cynical about the sentimentality of 
Christmas because they know that, when they “realised” the “truth”
about the “FC question”, Christmas lost its “magic”, and then, 
especially if they had younger siblings, they had to keep up the pretence of the 
“wonder” of Christmas until those younger siblings “came of age” (probably when 
the elder sibling told them.)

This goes a long way to explaining why older teenagers can  
become determinedly secular about the festivities, and also why, 
once they become parents themselves, they revert to 
perpetuating the “myth” of Father Christmas, because it now 
expresses for them the magic of recent childbirth and parenthood

 and so they readily subscribe to the second myth of Christmas, namely that 
“Christmas is for the children,” which then justifies the grotesque financial 
madness which underpins Black Friday and the plunging of most JAM (“Just 
About Managing”) parents into mountains of Credit Card debt, only a short 
sleigh-ride away from the clutches of the loan sharks who will welcome them into 
permanent poverty.

So is it possible to “keep alive the magic of Christmas” without all this pretence 
and unholy commercialism?

                                     
parents had sold them. As the fame of his selfless generosity spread before and 
after his death, he was quickly elevated to the status of Patron Saint of Children, 
and honoured on 6th December every year, “St Nicholas’ Day.”
In Dutch, he is called “Sinta Claus” and the rest, as they say, is history.
So if we get asked whether “FC” is “real”, there is a very clear answer we can 
give: the real St Nicholas was filled by the spirit of generosity which is at the heart 
of God’s love for us: When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, he was born as God’s 
most generous of all gifts to us, and that spirit of self-giving, generous love is the 
very real Spirit of Christmas, which means that every day of the year can be 
Christmas Day, if we will allow the generosity of God’s love, seen in the life of 
Jesus, to rule our lives anew every day. A very love-filled Christmas to you all.

Yes, it is, if we stop and reflect on the message of 
the “real Santa Claus” - St Nicholas, the patron 
Saint of children, who was Bishop of Smyrna (near 
modern Demre in Turkey) in the early 4th century 
AD. Born into a rich family, he spent his inheritance 
buying children out of the slavery and bonded 
labour into which their impoverished 
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St Luke’s Centre in Cotford St Luke 
The St Luke’s Centre is our brand new Church built in the heart of the 
village and we opened our doors in September 2018. We have 
substantial loans to repay so we organise several events throughout 
the year to help raise funds. These events so far have been Christmas Fairs, Quiz 
nights, Easter Fairs, Shopping Fairs, the Cotford Dog Show, Barn Dances and our 
monthly Farmers Markets which are held on the second Saturday of every month.

We also have our own Hub Café which is open every Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday mornings and shortly we will be starting Breakfast mornings 
on the first Saturday of the month. The first one of these being in November.

We are a popular church who arrange all manor of activities and groups for the 
village ranging from baby and toddler groups to the bereavement café, from 
sewing groups to Circuits and the Centre is available to hire too. For further 
details please contact dr.matthew.west@gmail.com

We also have a St Luke’s Centre page on Facebook which you can find all 
upcoming events, toddler groups, Hub opening times and contact details. 
https://stlukescentre.deanevalechurches.org.uk/
Future farmers markets dates are: 9th November and 14th December, 9am– 12pm.

Our Christmas Fair this year will be on 30th November, 10am – 3pm

Charity focus - Report from                                                Standing Strong event 

On Saturday, November 16 three of us from St Andrews were privileged to be part of 
the Open Doors Standing Strong 2019 conference. The Bethel Convention Centre in 
West Bromwich was packed with delegates and there was not much room to move in 
the foyer where various stalls had been set up. We heard tales from our persecuted 
brothers and sisters in Nigeria in North Korea and in Syria. There are many places in 
the world where it is costly to be Christian and Open Doors keeps a watchlist of the 50 
countries where the persecution is worst each year. 

You may think that such an event would be too harrowing, however, these events 
always leave us uplifted. We do indeed stand stronger when we stand together. We 
were reminded by Dirham from Nigeria that God loves the good the bad and the ugly. 
She asked for prayers that the people of Nigeria will not be discouraged and quoted 
John 14:7 “do not let your heart be troubled”.

Sang Wa from North Korea spoke of how Christians are counted as the lowest class 
and watched continually and yet the underground church is very much alive. North 
Korean Christians firmly believe that everything is in God’s plan, please pray for her 
and others like her that one day they can return home and worship in freedom.

Elias from Syria spoke of how although 80% of people had left Aleppo God had not left 
and now many new people are coming to Christ and being baptised. He started a 
house group of four people and now he has 40+ with four more house groups across 
the city. The Christians in Syria have now founded 23 centres of hope and he reminded 
us that Jesus gives hope that Christ is the hope of all nations. Please pray for new 
leaders to step forward and lead the church in Syria where miracles are happening 
every day. 

All three speakers stressed how the 
support channeled through Open Doors
made such a difference, through prayer,
in practical ways and most of all through
knowing they had not been forgotten or
abandoned. The photo shows part of a
tapestry of 15 000 embroidered pieces of
cloth currently on display at Westminster 
Abbey that says to the persecuted women of Nigeria and elsewhere they are not 
forgotten. 

Brother Andrew who founded Open Doors over 60 years ago once said this “if your 
vision does not scare you then your vision and your God are too small”.

For 2020 the venue will be much larger at the Arena in Birmingham on October 3. We 
hope that many more people from our Benefice will be there to experience the 
enthusiasm of the persecuted church!                                                   Martin Valuks
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Clatworthy Photographic Competition Winners - Calendar 

Clatworthy launches its own calendar!
For the 10 Parishes Festival Clatworthy Village decided to hold a photographic 
competition open to all residents in the parish. The volume of entrants and the quality 
of the photographs far exceeded their expectations. The competition was divided into 
six categories – Life on the Farm – Family Pets – Home & Garden –Beautiful Britain 
–Holidays – Miscellaneous. Every visitor during the Festival was given a voting slip 
to pick their favourite in the various categories and the one with the most votes was 
declared the winner. The overall winner was decided by the one who collected the 
most votes.
Now the Village have decided to publish the winning photographs plus additional 
ones in a 2020 calendar. Here are examples of the photographs which will appear in 
the calendar.
 The calendar will cost £7 and all profits go to Clatworthy Village Hall Funds.
If you would like to order a copy please contact 
Peter Goodwin on  01984 624419 
or email  peter.goodwin44@btinternet.com
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Charity Focus - the Semiliki TrustWhat’s been happening - Thank yous

Tolland Remembrance Service 
lead by Rev Hugh Allen. 
The Parish Council presented a wreath, which along 
with , Jesse Musson, a young member of the Parish 
playing the Last Post and Reveille on a bugle beautifully, 
made it all very poignant service. 
The sermon was on current conflicts, concerns for post 
war stress servicemen and world issues- all delivered 
with solemnity and a nice sense of humour. In particular 
the 'B' wasn't mentioned. 

Huish Champflower Fair 
The morning of the Christmas Fair was eventful, with the 
road into the village being closed unexpectedly, not to 
mention the heavy rain !
Special thanks to the stall holders and customers who had 
to make a detour to reach St Peter’s. 
We were delighted £386.86 was raised for church funds.

Chipstable Harvest Supper 
Chipstable PCC would like to thank everyone who helped at the harvest supper, and 
who attended, a great evening was had by all. 
A special thank you goes to the young helpers and entertainments people. 
Just under £500 was raised and was split between Chipstable Church, Raddington 
Church and Waterrow Hall. 

Thank you From St Lukes
Apart from being a time of joy and celebration Christmas marks the end of one year 
and heralds the expectation of the new year.
2019 has been particularly busy and eventful for St. Luke’s. We have a new roof, 
chairs, carpet and repainted exterior wood.  Thank you to all of you who have 
supported the little Tin Tabernacle and to Neil, Oliver and Ben who worked so hard to 
carry out our “make over”.
 We have held a series of varied functions over the year including a BBQ’s, sale, art 
exhibition culminating in a splendid musical evening.  We deeply appreciate the 
contribution of everyone to those events and made them such a success.
More is planned for 2020 including the long awaited connection to a mains water 
supply.  We continue in our efforts to make St. Luke’s a warm welcoming and suitably 
equipped building for services and community events into the future.
On behalf of everyone at St. Luke’s we wish you a very Happy Christmas and a happy 
and healthy New Year.
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From the Registers
Funeral Service at Taunton Deane Crematorium
18 Oct Derrick PULSFORD
Funeral Service in St Andrew’s followed by Burial 
at St Mary Magdalene Clatworthy
6 Nov Benjamin STEVENS (85)
Funeral Service in St Andrew’s followed Crematorium 
1 Nov Sarah Rachael CARTWRIGHT (75) formally of Lydeard St Lawrence

Memorial Service at All Saints, Chipstable, 
20 Oct David REES

Funeral Service in St Peter’s, Huish Champflower
8 Nov Mary CHAMBERLAIN  (80)

November  17th 2019:  Wiveliscombe’s renown ukelele ensemble, WIVELELE, 
played to a packed and happy house at Huish Champflower Village Hall on Friday 15 
November.  More than 80 guests braved the weather to enjoy a delicious supper 
followed by music and song – just the ticket to raise the spirits on a cold, windy 
mid-November evening.
The gig raised around £500 towards the refurbishment of the hall, which the 
management committee hopes to start work on next autumn.  The planned 
Christmas party, featuring dancing to The Over The Hills Band on 13 December has 
been postponed because it clashed with the general election.  Watch this space for a 
new early spring date!

Wivelele brings a 
smile to Huish

What’s been happening - From the Registers 
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What’s been happening - Rock - Children’s Activity

Rock, an after-school youth group for ages 
11-13, has started this term at St Andrews. 
We have been thinking about Creator 
God, questions of science and faith, and 
developing our own creativity, along with 
some fun activities. We’ve looked at the 
Genesis account of creation and the Big 
Bang, written haikus, launched stomp 
rockets that hit the ceiling of the church, 
made constellations and heard from a 
local astronomer. 

We also cycled the Somerset Space Walk 
along the canal, stopping to learn about the 
planets on the way. If you know anyone 
who would like to join us, we meet on 
alternate Tuesdays after school, starting at 
3.45 with pizza.
Rachel Adams rmadams56@icloud.com

3. Create a template triangle from within the circle.
4. Trace triangle on the back side of
all 20 circles so the points touch the sides.
5. Fold sides of all 20 circle towards
the front along the edges of the
triangle to create 3 flaps.
6. Glue all 60 flaps together to form
a ball.
7. Punch a hole in top and thread with
string to hang.

Christmas Card Bauble Decoration
You will need • Old Christmas Cards • Pencil • Scissors 
• Glue • String • Template
1.Cut out a template using the shape at the size of your 
choice. 6cm diameter makes a great size for the tree.
2. Trace the circle 20 times on the
back of the old cards.

Alternative Christmas Decorations
Why not have a go at making your own Christmas decorations? You can recycle 
some old Christmas Cards and make some baubles. They look great on the 
Christmas Tree, 
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What’s been happening - Cuttings from the Garden

Wisteria can be cut back now as well; Winter is the 
time to reduce the spread of Wisteria and quite 
large-scale reduction can be done at this time, 
assuming that you reduced the new long whippy 
stems in late Summer to promote the development of 
flower buds.

We are also busy piling the last of our two year old 
compost onto the ground under the climbers, around 
the clumps of herbaceous plants now trimmed for 
Winter, and onto the vegetable beds where beans 
once grew.

After all of this hard work, we can look forward to the 
emergence of early Spring bulbs and the first signs of 
Camellia and Rhododendron flowers, the latter’s buds 
beautifully swollen with the Autumn rain - should be a 
colourful Spring! Sue Welch

This is by no means the close season for 
gardens; on dry days more can be done to 
prepare plants for Spring and to tidy up 
areas which have not been attended to 
recently.  There is also so much to admire; 
cyclamen, winter-flowering heathers, the 
glowing stems of golden willow and 
crimson dogwood, and the beautiful 
structure of trees with their bare branches.  
Silver birches are particularly beautiful; the 
white bark of “Jacqumontii” and the 
weeping branches of “Tristis” are very 
special against the blue sky of a clear day.

On one of those clear days, enjoy the 
Winter sun while you prune and tie in 
climbing and rambling roses. They will not 
mind being cut back now, they will be less 
susceptible to strong winds and will be 
able to start into growth more rapidly in 
Spring.  
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What’s been happening - On the Allotment

November has carried on from October and it 
has been really wet and cold and I haven’t 
been able to do very much on the plot. I 
thought I was getting well ahead with my 
winter digging but now I am all behind. I have
managed to pull up my sticks from the runner
beans and the dwarf beans and collected the
seeds. (A little job in the greenhouse shelling
the beans.) I have also managed to harvest all my squashes. They were not 
very big as I was late sowing the seed but a reasonable crop none the less.

My sweet peas that I sowed in October have geminated really well and I 
have put them outside the greenhouse. I will only put them back in if a hard 
frost is forecasted. I will wait until they have produced two pairs of leaves, 
and then I will pinch out the tops to encourage them to produce side shoots.
Ann has bought three new roses which I have to plant; I will put some pony 
pooh in the planting hole to give them something to feed on.
My seeds have arrived and I have sorted the packets into order of when 
they need sowing. I also ordered some shallots and I have spread them in a 
seed tray. There is an old saying that you should plant shallots on the 
shortest day and harvest on the longest day. I will probably plant mine just 
after Christmas. I plant them in 24 cell trays and protect them from the frost.
It will soon be Christmas and I will be able to sow some seeds; I will start 
with geraniums and sow a few tomato seeds and some peppers. I grow 
these in ¼ size seed trays in a small propagator and prick them out into 3in 
pots when they are big enough to handle. I will also sow some onion seeds 
in a half size tray. I will leave them until they have produced their second 
leaf before I prick them out.
I am due a delivery of 2 blueberry plants. They need to planted in 
ericaceous compost as they are lime haters. I grow them in 10 litre pots and 
stand them on the patio.
On the veg front I am harvesting parsnips, leeks, sprouts, and celeriac, 
green and red cabbage so I won’t starve.
I would like to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy and good 
growing year.                      Adrian 
Somerfield        
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St Andrew’s  Wiveliscombe            
1 Dec 10.45am Morning Worship

Followed by Soup Lunch

6.30pm FreeStyle Service aimed at
           the Youth but Everyone is Welcome
Sat 7 Dec 6-9pm Fire Church (see p12 for details)

8 Dec  10.45am Holy Communion Service 

15 Dec 10.45am "Celebrate Christmas" with refreshments after

22 Dec 10.45am Holy Communion Service 

29 Dec 10.45am Benefice Communion in Wivey 

 

2020
5 Jan 10.45am Morning Worship

Followed by Soup Lunch

6.30pm FreeStyle Service 

12 Jan 10.45am Holy Communion Service 

19 Jan 10.45am Family Service 
Preceded by Breakfast 9.45-10.30am

26 Jan 10.45am Holy Communion Service 

Singers wanted - 
Celebrate Christmas Choir
If there are any Singers who would 
like to join the Church Choir for the 
Celebrating Christmas Service on 
Sunday, 15th December, at 10.45 am 
in St.Andrew's, please contact Julie 
Newby on 623301 or email - 
juliernewby@yahoo.co.uk
Looking forward to hearing from you.

Looking Ahead - Wivey
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Ways to Make Advent SpecialLooking Ahead - Wivey



Looking Ahead - Wivey
Looking Ahead - Wivey

       A Group for          Sunday Allsorts
         10yrs+           All Primary-aged

      Children Welcome

Activities for Children
at St Andrew’s on Sunday Mornings during the service, except 3rd Sundays

 Info from Judith Swan 01984 629030 or  swanaj@btinternet.com 
 

Open the Book 
The Open the book team continue at Wivey Primary School 
assemblies once a month. Please continue to pray for the team as 
they take this opportunity to tell the children about God’s Love and 
all who hear and see the story unfold. 

St. Andrew’s Church Visiting Team
If you know of anyone who has recently moved to Wiveliscombe; been bereaved; 
returned home from being in hospital;  had a new baby; is elderly and/or lonely or who 
you believe might welcome a visit, please contact:  Julie Newby on 01984 623301
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Looking Ahead - Wivey

Wiveliscombe W.I.
Friday 6th December 7pm at the Community Centre

Trudie Henderson - Natwest Bank Scams
Friday 3rd January 2020 7pm at the Community Centre Games Evening 
For  info contact:  Corinne on 01823 400643 - Visitors always Welcome

Wivey Walkers 
meet 1st Wednesday & 3rd Saturday .

Wednesday December 4th  2019
WIVEY WALKERS BIRTHDAY WALK AND TEA

Meet: Wiveliscombe Square at 10am for 7-8 mile walk to Combe Lane, Brompton Ralph, 
Bowden Farm, Whitefield. Tea and cake in the White Hart afterwards, around 2:30pm

Saturday December 21st 2019
Meet: CWCP at 10am for car share to the Lamb and Flag pub at Blagdon Hill (parking).

6-7 miles through fields and woodlands
      For up-to-date info go to www.wiveliscombe/wiveywalkers/events 

Wiveliscombe Garden Club 
Talks are now held on the first Thursday of the month at 7.30pm in the Community 
Centre. All Welcome.  Contact lyn.barfield@btinternet.com for more information. 
5th December – Gardeners Question Time

WIVELISCOMBE CIVIC AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY
...in touch with the past, looking to the future

 Thursday 19th December
Claire Fear of “Architectural Thread” who is an Architect Accredited in Building Conservation 
will speak about “Attention to Detail” - the many facets of an historic building conservation 

project.  Christmas refreshments!
 2020

Thursday 16th January
John Porter “Crosse Connections III” One of Andrew Crosse’s sons visited Transylvania and 

wrote a book about his experiences. A grand-daughter abandoned English society life, and her 
two young children, to travel and write. And what is the connection between one of Italy’s 

best-selling novelists and the Crosse family of Fyne Court, Somerset?
 

Meetings held at the Wiveliscombe Community Centre at 7.30pm.  Members free.  Guests £3.  
All are welcome

 Further information about the Civic Society Pauline Homeshaw 01984 624564
homeshaw@btopenworld.com

     TOYBOX CHARITY There will be a LARGE CHRISTMAS CARD 
     AND COLLECTION BOX in St Andrew's on Sundays during 
    December for the above charity, a Christian charity helping street

children in various countries mainly Latin America.Here is an opportunity to support 
their work,while sending Christmas Greetings to friends at St Andrews. Please write a 
message on the card and put a donation in the box.

http://www.wiveliscombe/wiveywalkers/events
mailto:lyn.barfield@btinternet.com


        
     a creative, fun and messy time exploring a bible story 
                      a celebration time with story, songs, prayer and games 
                                          followed by sharing a meal together   

    Dates planned:              DECEMBER 11th JANUARY 15th 2020
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What’s been happening Looking Ahead - Wivey

Church, but not as you know it……….    

Usually on the third WEDNESDAY of every month at 3.30pm
At St Andrew’s Church, Wiveliscombe.

Further info from wiveychurches.org.uk.
(Children under 11, please bring an adult with you)

Fire Church! 6pm Saturday 7 December 
at Huish Cleve, (Huish Moor, home of 

Rachel and Richard Adams)
for Food, Games and Fire

Contact Judith Swan on 01984 629030
or Sue Pearson on 01823 400093
for more details or to arrange a lift

BESOM Christmas Hampers
Christmas can be a difficult time for some people, and for this reason The Besom 
provides food boxes with some festive items in at this time of year. This is 
particularly important where children are concerned. If you want to support this work 
please bring your contributions to St Andrews Church and place them in the Besom 
box up to and including Sunday 8th December. The boxes will be made up on 9th 
December and distributed that week. Items required are mince pies, Christmas 
puddings and cakes, tinned ham, chocolates, biscuits, sweats and any items of a 
festive nature. If you need items collected or further information please ring Tony on 
629261 or 07805 593450 or email on tonyandjennyblackmore@gmail.com
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What’s been happening
Looking Ahead - Regular Events in Wivey

 Friday Morning Prayer Time in 
St Andrew’s Church at 9.05am.  

Please join us to spend 20 minutes in prayer.  
 

Discuss 
and Donuts 
discuss stuff 
that matters 
every Friday lunchtime 
In the base free donuts 
@ Kingsmead School, 
open to all students
 

Bread Church will continues in St Andrew’s. It runs 
from 9.30 - 12.30 on Thursday mornings. All welcome 
for an opportunity to get together, make bread, make 
friends, drink coffee and chat. Suggested donation to 
cover ingredients £5 per week. To book a place please 
contact Kate Benson at kate.benson1@icloud.com

Bread Church

ART CHURCH - for everyone 
Explore your hidden talents, be creative  and have fun making
 art and making friends. Art Church will meet on the first and 
third Mondays of the month during term time in St Andrew’s 
Church at 1.30pm. December will only meet on 1st Monday 
2nd December. January’s art church will be on 6th & 20th. 
Everyone is welcome from a complete novice to a more 
experienced artist. Bring your art materials if you have any or 
otherwise just come and we can provide. 
Our vision is to celebrate Art in all its forms, where we can learn, share, encourage  
and  inspire each other to open the door on our creativity; whether we choose paint, 
pencil, papier machee or any other medium. Who knows where our ideas may lead 
us? We all  know how  difficult it is to make the time  or to start on our own so come 
and join us and have a go!
For more information do contact Diana Farrington (623606), Tony Blackmore 
(629261) or Rector Martin (629423)

A friendly face welcomes everyone to 
the Thursday morning Cafe in St 

Andrew’s. Come and enjoy Coffee, 
Cake, IT support, games and more. 

mailto:katebenson1@icloud.com
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Looking Ahead - Regular Events in Wivey

“Bods & Tods” a Toddler Group running every Tuesday 
morning between 10am and 12pm in the Silver Street Centre. 
Come along and meet other parents and carers and chat over

a hot drink whilst your little one plays.  Each week there is a craft activity and each 
session finishes with a song time together. (Suggested donation of £1.50 per session). 
For further information please contact Felicity Parry on 01984 623991 or email 
felicity@wiveyevangelical.org
 

Coffee Pot, Lunch & Sideways Look at Life

               Did you know that every Wednesday you can drop in for a coffee and a
      chat in the Silver Street Centre between 10.30am and 12pm? (The Centre      
      is behind Wivey Evangelical Congregational Church on Silver Street). 

Also once a month on the 2nd Wednesday you can stay on or turn up for lunch, which 
is served between 12 and 12.30pm.  Just before lunch we have what we call  “A 
Sideways Look at Life” which varies from a short talk on a topic close to someone’s 
heart, a fun quiz, something topical.   Why not come and join us one week. It would be 
good to see you.  For more info: Tel: 01984 623991/ 623308 or 
office@wiveyevangelical.org

 

meeting rooms and halls with a fully equipped kitchen. We offer competitive hire costs 
on an hourly/half day/full day or weekly rate. For more information contact Martyn on 
01984 623 991 Email: pastor@wiveyevangelical.org

 
Wivey Foodbank

01984 623 991.  We don’t think anyone in our community should have to face going 
hungry and so the aim is to provide three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food 
and support to local people.  If you or anyone you know might benefit from help then 
please drop in.

Each Foodbank relies on goodwill and support from the people in their local 
community.  Over 90% of the food distributed comes from donations.  The Silver Street 
Centre, Day Lewis Pharmacy and the Co-Op in Wivey are all collection points for both 
food and toiletries.

A Foodbank run by volunteers is now open in Wivey.  
Based in the Silver Street Centre the Food Bank is open 
every Wednesday afternoon between 3 & 4 pm.  Alternatively 
if you need help outside of this time then please ring 

‘The Hub & Silver Street Centre’
Are you looking for somewhere to hold a party, run a business 
event/meeting or just want office space and/or a desk? The Hub 
and the Silver Street Centre, available for the use of whole 
community in Wiveliscombe, offers a range of different sizes of 
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Looking Ahead - Regular Events in Wivey

Do you or anyone you know suffer from memory loss as a result 
of dementia, stroke or any other illness?  Then the Wivey 
Memory Café may be the place for you and your carer/family to 
spend time with others in a similar situation, in a relaxed social 
setting.  It is a place where you can share information and 
experiences, reminisce and join in with activities which can help 
prevent boredom and aid relaxation.
The Café at the Silver Street Centre runs twice a month on the 
first and third Thursday between 10.30am and 12.30pm.
Run by people (including volunteers) who have experience and 
training in dementia, both you and your carer will receive a warm 

Wivey Folk Dance Club
8pm Wiveliscombe Community Centre

We look forward to seeing new as well as familiar faces, on your own or with a partner.
10th December ~ Ian Bryden, Gillian Spence ~ Wrapped Gift

14th January ~ Robert and Mary Blackborrow ~ Birthday Dance, wrapped gift (raffle)
28th January ~ Brian Heaton ~ Scottish (raffle)

. For more information contact Sue 01984 629502, Margaret 01984 624131 
or Brenda 01984 624595

Wivey Memory Café – Thursday 5th & 19th December
 Thursday 2nd & 16th January

welcome.  Refreshments will be available and there will be a small charge/donation to 
cover the running costs. Martyn & Felicity Parry.  Tel: 01984 623991
Email: wiveymemorycafe@icloud.com

Is Joy possible in the Middle East?
 

Come and hear how SAT-7’s powerful, faith-filled television programmes are making 
God’s love visible in the midst of a troubling world.

 

Join us for an exciting presentation.
 

on Saturday 1st February 2020
 

Silver Street Centre in Wiveliscombe 
7pm for a 7.30 pm start 
Refreshments Provided. 

More information contact Jill Bond on 01984 623308
or pastor@wiveyevangelical.org

 Silver Street Sessions
 Green Matthews on 10th Dec, 8.00pm

At Cotleigh Brewery, Ford Road, Wiveliscombe,  
£14/£12 concession To book tickets can be purchase 
at Wivey post office or please visit 
http://www.silverstreetsessions.co.uk 

https://www.silverstreetsessions.co.uk/programme.html#GreenMatthews
http://www.silverstreetsessions.co.uk/programme.html#knightspiers
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Looking Ahead - Wivey

JLF are very grateful for fundraising 
and donations to help continue with 
the lovely seasonal lights display in 
Wivey. We are always grateful to 
Langford Lakes for their generous 
donation of a lovely tree, and could 
not manage without the help and 
support of local volunteers.

JLF will be holding a fun Quiz on 
Sunday evening 1st December at 
7 pm in the Bear Inn, with 
Christmas-themed questions and 
raffle.

The Posada (a box of wooden carved nativity 
figures) will be on its journey through the Benefice 
staying at different homes until arriving at the 
Christingle service at St Andrew’s on Christmas Eve. 
Inviting the Posada family into your home symbolizes 
making room for others in your Christmas and 
knowing the joy that comes from welcoming Jesus 
into our lives. If you would like to host the family 
contact Judith 

Wiveliscombe Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Silver Street, Wiveliscombe 

Traditional
Candlelight Carol Service

With Wiveliscombe Community Choir

7 pm on Thursday 19th December 
Followed by Mulled Wine & Mince Pies

Evangelical Congregational Church, 
Silver Street. Christmas Day Family 
Service will be at 10:30 a.m. 

Sunday 8th December
Day for Night  cert 12 (France 1973) 
Director: François Truffaut 
A film director (played by Truffaut) tries to get his 
movie made while observing real-life dramas in his 
actors' lives. Fading icon Severine forgets her lines 
when she drinks, while her co-star, Alexandre, is 
fixated on his lover's imminent arrival. Meanwhile, 
insecure young star Alphonse  has emotional outbursts, yet seems well-balanced 
compared to Julie, a British actress recuperating from a nervous breakdown.
“a film for people who love films”
 The December screening will be accompanied by seasonal drinks and nibbles – 
entrance is £5 for guests (you do not need to be a member to come along to their 
films) Doors open at 7pm and films start at 7.30pm

Sunday 12th January 2020: Green Book cert 12 US (2018) Director: Peter Farrelly
A working-class Italian-American bouncer becomes the driver of an 
African-American classical pianist on a tour of venues through the 1960s American 
South. Based on true events, this film was a 2019 Oscar winning film, screenplay 
and supporting performance.
 

Cinema Obscura Wiveliscombe’s award winning film society 
is currently showing feature films at the Wiveliscombe Primary 
School.  In their 20th consecutive season of films, over the 
next 2 months they are featuring:-  



20

Looking Ahead - the Hills - Langley Marsh - Raddington- Clatworthy

 St Luke’s, Langley Marsh

1st Dec  8.30am Holy Communion 

15th Dec  8.00am Holy Communion

Christmas Carol Service.
Our Christmas Carol Service will be on Wednesday 18 December at 6.30 pm and we 
warmly welcome all. Refreshments will be served after the service.

2020
5th Jan  8.30am Holy Communion 

19th Jan  8.00am Holy Communion

St Michael's, Raddington

Advent  Sunday 1st December.
       9.45am Matins Service 
           with traditional Advent Carols.

15th  December 9.15am Holy Communion

Christmas Day on Wednesday 25th December - 10am Christmas Service 

5th January 9.45am Matins 
19th  January  9.15am Holy Communion
Please not that in the Winter months the first Sunday services will be at 9.45am and Matins 

St. Mary Magdalene, Clatworthy
2nd  Sunday: 9.15am - Holy Communion

 4th Sunday 6.00pm -  Evening Service  (summer months)
   10.00am - Matins (winter months) 

 Christmas Day on Wednesday 25th December - 
10.30am Christmas Service  
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Looking Ahead the Hills - Chipstable - Clatworthy

All Saints’, Chipstable
 

2nd Sunday:  9.15am - Holy Communion

Everyone is very welcome at our services or to 
join us afterwards for coffee and chat.

Sunday 22 December at 6.00pm Candlelit Carol Service at Chipstable Church 
             followed by mince pies and  mulled wine

                              

 

 

 
 

                                                                   

Thursday 17th October 10.00am Holy Communion in the Hills 

Chipstable Parish Hall Events Calendar 2020
Friday 17th January- The Annual Quiz

                        Saturday 28th March – The Big Breakfast
                         Saturday 20th June- Summer Barbecue
                         Sunday 5th July- Vintage Tractor Run
                        Sunday 13th September- ‘Souper’ Walk
                        Saturday 21st November- Skittles Evening
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Looking Ahead - the hills - Brompton Ralph - Tolland - Beulah

St Mary’s, Brompton Ralph
  1st December 9.15 - Holy Communion

    15th December 6.00pm Carol Service at Brompton Ralph

5 January 9.15 - Holy Communion

    19 January    10.00am - Matins Service 

The next Coffee Mornings (every fourth Friday of the month) will be 
Friday 27th December 10.30am to 12 noon in the Village Hall 

 50p including delicious homemade cakes and biscuits.

The first coffee morning of 2020 will be on Friday 25th January,

Brompton Ralph & District WI
meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm in the Village Hall

Visitors are always very welcome - just come along - 
           or for more info' call Liz Henderson on 629545.

        
 
 

 

St John the Baptist, Tolland

Christmas Day, 25 December, 10.45am 
Christmas Carols, 

Everyone very welcome

Brompton Ralph Village Hall
   Christmas Whist Drive - Monday 16th December 7-30pm

Parish Council Meeting - Tuesday 7th January 7-30pm
Village Hall Meeting - Tuesday January 21st 7-30pm 

Whist Drive - Monday 27th January 7-30

BRENDON HILL  (Beulah) METHODIST CHURCH
Watchet, Somerset TA23 0LL (jct B3224 and B3190)  
Services at 6.30pm every Sunday.  
Our CAROL SERVICE will be held on
Sunday, December 15th 2019 at 6.30 p.m. led by Mrs Jean Armin
 followed by light refreshments A warm welcome to our unique hill country chapel

Thursday 16th January 10.00am Holy Communion in the Hills 
at St Mary’s Brompton Ralph
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Looking Ahead - the Hills - Huish Champflower

St Peter’s Huish Champflower.

1st Sunday: 11.15am - Family service with Holy Communion
3rd Sunday:  10.00am - Matins 

followed by tea, coffee & biscuits.

Tuesday 24th Dec – Christmas Eve
11.30pm Midnight Communion 

 
Carols Around the Christmas Tree 

At St Peter’s Church in Huish Champflower, this year our Carols Around the 
Christmas Tree will be held on Sunday 15th December at 10am.

Why not join us to sing your favourite carols, in a relaxed and informal 
atmosphere, which will be followed by hot drinks and mince pies.

Donations will be warmly welcome for Wivey Link.

St Peter’s Church, Huish Champflower - Dates for your Diary 2020
Sat 7th March* Coffee and Cake  -10.30am -12noon

Bring & Buy, Raffle, in the Church
Sat 4th April* Paper Crafting - 10.30am -1pm

in the Church, followed by a light Lunch £10 per person
Sat 9th May 75th Anniversary VE Day Tea -  3-5pm

War time music, display of WWII memorabilia in the church
Sun 10th May Church Service 10.00am with Collection for The Royal British Legion
Mon 25th May* Coombe Park Gardens Open -10.30am-1pm

Refreshments, Raffle & Cake Stall, 
Entry £3.50, 12yrs & under no charge. Dogs Welcome

Sun 28th June* St Peter’s Sit-in Sunday - 10.30am-4.00pm
in the Church Porch Denise and Julie will be receiving your donations 
for the Churchyard Grass Cutting

Sat 11th July* Summer Salad Saturday  - 12noon -2pm
£5 per person, salad lunch, raffle, bring & buy in the Church

Sat 8th Aug* Coffee and Cake Bring & Buy, Raffle, 10.30am -12noon in the Church
Sat 5th Sept Fete, Produce Show & Dog Show @ Village Hall
Mon 5th Oct* Harvest Supper 7pm in the Village Hall, £7 per Adult.

Auction of produce & raffle.  Please bring own drinks & cutlery
Sat 7th Nov* Christmas Fair-10.30am -1pm in the church, stalls, raffle, Bring & Buy 

& refreshments. To hire a table @ a cost of £7 contact Julie Powles
Sun 20th Dec Carols around the Tree- 10.00am in the church Collection for V Hall

* proceeds from these events for church funds

On Wednesday 4th December, St Peter’s, Huish Champflower Church will be hosting 
the Tone Valley Group of WI’s Annual Christmas Carol Service starting at 6.30pm 
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Huish Dates for Diary 

Looking Ahead - Huish Champflower, the Hills and Beyond

Milverton Concert Society
February 28th  2020 7.30pm

The London Bridge Trio is one of Britain’s most 
exciting and brilliant chamber groups, whose primary 
focus is driven by the piano trio repertoire. They are 
known for their deeply nuanced and searching 
interpretations and strong composer led programmes.
Over recent years the trio has appeared frequently 
in London with Wigmore Hall and Kings Place concerts, as well as a residency at St 
John’s Smith Square. 
Their concerts at St George’s Bristol were broadcast as a series of BBC Radio 3 
Lunchtime Concerts.
 Music and Vision , Wigmore hall
"Their performance shone from beginning to end, producing endlessly beautiful 
sounds that defied the acoustics by ringing on in the air beyond the end of the pieces."
Their Schumann recording for Sonimage Classics drew observations such as 
"rendered with a bubbling brilliance", and "heart touchingly eloquent" from the Sunday 
Times. 
At Milverton their programme includes Beethoven,Schumann,Mendelssohn
Tickets and details www.milvertonconcerts.org

Huish Champflower WI 

 The December Meeting will be on December 5th at 2.30 when the 
speaker will  be Mrs Sarah Guest  The Magic of Somatics

 Visitors and New members are always welcome
 On January 9th 2020 we will have a New Year Lunch at  Oake manor Golf Club

 

Huish Champflower WI Soup Lunch  in the Village Hall
20th  December from 12 .00 noon. Everyone welcome 

 January soup lunch will be on January 17th 2020 from 12 noon 
Visitors and New members are always welcome

Cotleigh Brewery has been hosting a wide variety of live 
music for several years now with folk, jazz, open mike 
sessions and “rockier”  groups playing regularly.  On 
Saturday 21st December the remarkable  West Somerset 
band Jessie & the Skunknecks will be playing and  
there promises to be a real  “Christmas party” 
atmosphere. Look out for posters nearer the time or 
contact Eddie on 07817190320 for more details.
 



25

Regular Events - Music and Crafts

Community Music Groups in Wiveliscombe
High Park Music School 
Children from year 3-4 upwards, and including secondary age are learning to play 
clarinet, flute or saxophone for just £2 per session with instrument included. To get 
in touch with Bex – bexmaynard75@gmail.com. We meet weekly on Saturday 
mornings in the Scout Hut in Wiveliscombe.
Wiveliscombe Wind Band 
Rehearsals are normally held fortnightly on Tuesday from 7pm at Cotleigh Brewery 
Events Hall and would love to see some new musicians join us – all ages and 
abilities are always welcome, get in touch with director Hilary Wickham for more 
info – hilary@wickham.org.uk or 01984 623335
The Wiveliscombe Community Choir meet on a Wednesday evening in the Silver 
Street Centre Wiveliscombe from 7-8.30 under the direction of Tom Morrell.  The 
group aims to sing in three or four part harmony with an emphasis on fun and 
enjoyment. We welcome new members, no experience necessary but with a 
willingness to try. Please contact Ann Wilson for further information.
If you love making music and would like more, or different opportunities,
don’t forget there is a ·St Andrew’s Church Choir - and a Church Band
St. Andrew’s Church Choir: 
WANTED - new members for the Church Choir
If any of you have looked at the Church Choir recently, you may have noticed that 
we are nearly all "getting on in years". We would really like some younger people to 
join us. We practice twice a month, on a Friday evening at 7.45 pm for about an 
hour.
If you love singing and feel you may like to join us, please contact -JULIE NEWBY 
at juliernewby@yahoo.co.uk or ring 01984 623301.

Church Band : - Rehearsals Thursdays once or twice a month.
For more information contact  Judith Swan - 01984 629030

WIVELISCOMBE CRAFT GROUP
We shall be holding our December meeting on Wednesday 11 December as the 
election is taking place on  Thursday 12 December and the Community Centre will 
be in use. We are having our usual Christmas bring and share lunch and shall be 
meeting at 1pm for lunch at 1.30pm.  Please bring a hand crafted item for the raffle 
which will be held in aide of a local charity.   At the November meeting a list will be 
circulated for members to enter an item of food they are willing to bring to share.   
All our crafters are welcome.  Do come and enjoy a fun afternoon.
The meeting in January will be held on Thursday 9 January at the usual time of 
2.30 to 4.30 pm in the Community Centre,  £2 per person to include tea, coffee and 
cake. If you would like any further information please phone either Audrey on 01984 
623736 or Lorna on 01984 623193.
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Ten Top Tips for Carers.
(useful facts to help keep us 
in good health this winter)

 

1.      Pressure ulcers often start in the home.  If you notice a red spot that doesn’t 
blanch when you press it it could be the start of a pressure ulcer.

 

2.       Do not rub the areas of red skin as this could cause a breakdown of skin.
 

3.      Rubber rings can create areas of increased pressure not prevent them.
 

4.      If incontinence products are used try to not multilayer them as this could 
increase the risk of pressure ulcers occurring.

 

5.      When moving out of bed try not to ruck up sheets or bedding which could drag 
on the skin.
 

6. Where possible, reposition or move regularly to avoid prolonged periods of 
high pressure.

 

7.      Remember that dehydration does not only occur in the summer.  When we turn 
the heating on we still need to keep hydrated.
 

8.    Keeping properly hydrated helps to prevent against Urinary Tract Infections.
 

9.      Incontinence issues?  Try switching to decaffeinated drinks but switch over 
slowly to allow the body to get used to the withdrawal of caffeine.  Keep drinking at 
regular intervals during the day as this can actually help with incontinence issues.

  

10.   Remember good hand hygiene can help prevent against bugs and infections.
Infectious illnesses, like ‘flu and norovirus, (the’ winter vomiting bug’), are very 
common at this time of year and whilst the fit and healthy can recover quickly from 
their symptoms, the elderly and those living with long term conditions are particularly 
vulnerable and can become quite ill. Good personal hygiene, like washing your 
hands with soap and water after going to the toilet and before preparing food for 
others is an essential way to reduce the spread of unpleasant illnesses to friends and 
family.
 

cat@somersetrcc.org.uk / 0774634054 
www.somersetagents.org, www.somersetcarers.org

From Your Village Agent - Cat Sweatman

The Wiveliscombe & District Flower Club meets monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month at 7.30 pm at Wiveliscombe Rugby Club. Contact Olive Wyatt for details

Wivey Quilters
4th Thursday of every month at Wiveliscombe Community Centre. 2 - 4 pm Cost: 
£3.00 Contact Maggie Watkinson (01984 623859) for further details.

http://www.somersetagents.org/
http://www.somersetcarers.org/
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Ways to help your community

Do You Take Your Milk Bottle Tops
  to Wiveliscombe House

 
 Charity Stamps. St. Margaret's Hospice still needs stamps, unwanted collections 
etc. They are an essential part of the Hospice's income £200/300 a year from 
stamps sold there so please keep them coming. Janet Hughes

 The Community Office needs your help.
 Have you a morning to become one of our wonderful Office 
Receptionists, offering help and advice to residents and visitors?  For 
more details: Call into the office any morning until 1pm or phone 01984 
624777/624666

BROMPTON RALPH SHOP & POST OFFICE
Contact: 01984 623267  bromptonralph@gmail.com                                                                                 
Shop Opening Times:

Monday to Friday 9.30 – 1.00 p.m.
5.00 – 6.00 p.m. (exc. Wednesday)
Saturday   10.00 – 12.00
Sunday      Closed

Post Office Opening Times:
        Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9.30 – 1.00 p.m.    
 A well-stocked shop:

-          Seasonal fruit & vegetables (when available)         
-      Frozen produce
-          Fresh milk (Mondays & Thursdays)
-          Regular orders taken & delivered on Tuesdays
-          Fresh bread, cakes, savouries from Bawdens of Bampton (Mon & Fridays)
-          Thornes meat orders taken on Tuesdays for Thursday
-          Queenswood Natural Foods stocked with special orders monthly
-          Dry cleaning collected & returned (Wednesdays)
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Quick View Events for December- Weekly Events

Day Date Time Event

Sun 1

8.30 am
9.15 am
9.45 am 

10.45 am

11.15 am
6.30pm
7.00pm

Holy Communion Langley Marsh 
Holy Communion Brompton Ralph 
Advent Matins Raddington,
Morning Worship Wiveliscombe followed by soup lunch
(with Sunday Allsorts and XStream)
Family Service with Holy Communion Huish Champflower 
Free Style Service, Wiveliscombe  
JLF Fun Quiz

Mon 2 1.30pm Art Church 

Wed 4 6.30pm Tone Valley WI Carol Service, Huish Champflower

Thurs 5 10.30am
10.00-12.30

Memory Cafe SCC
Christmas Wreath Making Wiveliscombe at Cafe

Fri 6 7.00pm Jonathan Veira Concert in St Andrews

Sat 7 6 - 9 pm Fire Church at Huish Cleve 

Sun 8

9.15am 
9.15am 

10.45 am

Holy Communion Chipstable 
Holy Communion  Clatworthy 
Holy Communion  Wiveliscombe
with Besom Collection 

Wed 11
10.30am

3.30pm

Coffee Pot, Christmas Lunch & Sideways Look at Life. 
Talking Café all at SSC
Messy Church with messy Tea

Sun 15

8.00am
9.15 am

10.00 am
10.45 am
6.00 pm
6.30pm

Holy Communion Langley Marsh
Holy Communion Raddington
Carols around the Tree Huish Champflower 
Celebrate Christmas Service Wiveliscombe 
Carol Service  Brompton Ralph
Carol Service Beulah Chapel

Tues 17 10.00am Bods & Tods Christmas Party SCC

Wed 18 6.30pm Carol Service Langley Marsh

Thurs 19 10.30am
7.00pm 

Memory Cafe SCC
Carol Service SSC

Fri 20 6.00pm Pitt Farm Nativity

Sun 22
10.00am 
10.45 am
6.00pm

Matins Clatworthy
Holy Communion Wiveliscombe 
Candlelit Carol Service Chipstable 

Mon 23 7.30pm A Christmas Concert In St Andrews  

Tues 24
4.00pm
11.30pm
11.30pm 

Christingle Service Wiveliscombe 
Midnight Communion Wiveliscombe 
Midnight Communion Huish Champflower

Christmas 
Day
Wed

25

9.15am 
10.00am
10.00am
10.30am
10.30am
10.45am

Holy Communion Wiveliscombe
Christmas Service Raddington
Short Family Service Wiveliscombe 
Christmas Service Clatworthy
Christmas Service Evangelical Church 
Carol Service Tolland 

Fri 27 10.30am Coffee Morning Brompton Ralph 

Sun 29 10.45am Benefice Communion Service Wiveliscombe 
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Quick View Events for January 2020 - Future Dates 

Day Date Time Event

Thurs 2 10.30am Memory Cafe SCC

Sun 5

8.30 am
9.15 am
9.45 am 

10.45 am

11.15 am
6.30pm

Holy Communion Langley Marsh 
Holy Communion Brompton Ralph 
Matins Raddington,
Morning Worship Wiveliscombe followed by soup lunch
(with Sunday Allsorts and XStream)
Family Service with Holy Communion Huish Champflower 
Free Style Service, Wiveliscombe  

Mon 6 1.30pm Art Church 

Sun 12 9.15am 
9.15am 

10.45 am

Magazine Deadline!! February Issue
Holy Communion Chipstable 
Holy Communion  Wiveliscombe 
Holy Communion  Clatworthy 

Tues 14 10.30am Julian Meeting in St Andrew’s 

Wed 15 3.30pm Coffee Pot, Lunch & Sideways Look at Life Talking Café SSC
Messy Church followed by Messy Tea

Thurs 16 10.30am Memory Cafe SCC

Fri 17 7.00pm Quiz Waterrow Hall

Sun 19

8.00am
9.15 am
9.15 am
10.00am

9.45am - 10.30
10.45 am

Holy Communion Service Langley Marsh
Matins Huish Champflower 
Holy Communion Raddington
Matins Service Brompton Ralph
Sunday Breakfast at St Andrew’s
All Age Communion Wiveliscombe 

Mon 20 1.30pm Art Church

Thurs 23 10.30am  Home Group at Clerkspool

Fri 24 10.30am Coffee morning at Brompton Ralph

Sun 26 10.00am 
10.45 am

Matins Clatworthy
Holy Communion Wiveliscombe 

Fri 27 10.30am Coffee Morning Brompton Ralph

Looking Ahead - Future Dates 
February 1st SAT 7 Presentation SSC
June 26th-28th Spree

St Luke’s Langley Marsh 
Thursday 12th December 10.00am Holy Communion in the Hills 

Please note that because this covers two months we’ve not had room to put in most of 
the regular weekly events or Home groups. In particular these are:

Tuesdays at 10am Bods & Tods in Silver Street Centre
Wednesdays at 10.30am Coffee Pot & Talking Cafe in Silver Street Centre
Wednesdays from 3-4pm Food Bank in Silver Street Centre
Thursdays at 10 -12.30 Cafe for All at St Andrew’s

But do check Christmas timings!
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Growing in Faith - Letter from Letter from the Right Reverend Peter Hancock

So it has been decided. There is to be a General Election
on 12 December and much has been made of the fact 
that this is the first December election since 1923. Things
could be worse however, as the 1885 General Election 
took place over three weeks from 24 November to 18 
December 1885. It was nonetheless an important mile-
stone in social history, as it extended voting rights so that
for the first time a majority of adult males could vote and
most constituencies returned only a single member to Parliament. These 
were quite radical developments and at that election large numbers of men 
voted for the first time. It saw the Liberals, led by Gladstone win the most 
seats, but not an overall majority, with the Irish Nationalists holding the 
balance of power and the Unionist MPs having a significant voice. The 1885 
election also saw the first socialist party, the Social Democratic Freedom 
participate.

So significant was this election that my predecessor, Bishop Arthur Hervey, 
wrote an open letter on 2 October 1885 suggesting that ‘all Christian subjects 
of the Queen had a duty of special prayer to Almighty God that He will be 
pleased to guide the minds of the Electors to make such a choice of 
representatives as shall tend most to the glory of God, the honour and 
welfare of our Sovereign, and the happiness of the people.’ In His view 
Parliament was responsible for establishing ‘peace and happiness, truth and 
justice, religion and piety’ and the ‘welfare of all people.’ In asking people to 
pray, as well as to vote, he made it clear that whilst people would have 
different ‘political leanings’ that they needed to come together to pray for the 
‘peace and happiness of the nation at large’.

I think we all know that this General Election before us now will similarly be 
critical in helping to determine the future of the United Kingdom – at least for 
the immediate future. In writing this article I am therefore seeking to follow 
Bishop Arthur Hervey by reminding us all of the responsibility we have to pray 
for our country and to work with all people for the welfare and the well-being 
of everyone.
 
With my prayers and very best wishes, 

The Right Revd Peter Hancock, Bishop of Bath and Wells
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The Pastor’s Pen - Martyn Parry 

experienced.  Perhaps you know that the Incarnation of God (i.e. God becoming 
flesh) was in itself a miracle, a unique event that would change the world. Scholars 
have suggested that these events took place around 6 B.C. during the rule of 
Herod the Great. God set the stage for the coming of Jesus into the world. The 
events leading up to Jesus’ birth can be summarized by the angel’s word: “God can 
do anything!” The virgin birth is more, much more, than a Christmas story; it 
is a picture of how close Christ will come to you. The first stop on His itinerary was 
a womb. Where will God go to touch the world? Look deep within Mary for an 
answer. Better still, look deep within yourself. What He did with Mary, He offers to 
us! He issues a Mary-level invitation to all His children. “If you’ll let Me, I’ll move in!” 
And proliferating throughout Scripture is a preposition that leaves no doubt—the 
preposition in. Jesus lives in His children. 
Perhaps a Prayer, as you make and face the New Year decisions
I arise today, Through God's strength to pilot me;
God's might to uphold me, God's wisdom to guide me,
God's eye to look before me, God's ear to hear me,
God's word to speak for me, God's hand to guard me,
God's way to lie before me, God's shield to protect me,
God's hosts to save me, Afar and near,  Alone or in a multitude.

Christ shield me today Against wounding
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down,
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in the eye that sees me,
Christ in the ear that hears me.
I arise today through the mighty strength.
Of the Lord of creation.   (Prayer of St Patrick)
 

God’s plan encompasses your personality, your talents, and your future. Ask God 
today to help you be a witness, open to new assignments, and eager to grow in 
faith.    Pastor Martyn.  wiveyevangelical.org

Greetings: Old and New.  As you read this you may be looking 
forward to the Christmas and the New Year.  As with any New Year, 
2020 may be a challenging year for some, and a blessing to others. 
Guess it was the same at that first Christmas and New Year.  No 
one could conceive of the miraculous conception that Mary 

PRAYER CIRCLE/CHAIN
  We are a small group of people who pray each day at home.  We remember all

those who have requested a prayer.   We contact each other usually by email but those with no 
computer will have a computer buddy who will contact you by phone to relay the message.
 If you are interested in joining us or would like a prayer, please contact me:  
Ann Somerfield Tel 01984 623787 or email: prayer-chain@wiveychurches.org.uk.
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Growing in Faith - 

An Idea for Advent and Christmas Presents
The Rusty Star: Tales and Poems for Christmas -  Hugh 
Allen
I have written this collection for anyone who might be 
looking for more at Christmas than the glitter, the commerce, 
and the pressure to spend. The inspiration for each tale and 
poem has come from two sources: the story of the nativity 
and some encounters around Somerset. My hope is that 
you, your family and friends will be able to feel more of the 
wonder of Advent and Christmas, having enjoyed the book. 
It is for all ages.
There are copies available in the Community Office or from 
me. They are £5 each. Hugh Allen   01984 624166    
hallenarkwood@yahoo.co.uk

FEARLESS - Women of 
God Conference 

If you would like more 
information or are 
interested in going please 
speak to Rebecca Batten 
rebeccab-dulverton@hot
mail.com

For Early Bird Tickets 
registered by 31 Dec 
2019 will be £20.00 
or after £25

Save the Date
for more details 

Speak to Liz Kilbride 



33

Growing in Faith - Home Groups

Why not join a home group? They are an excellent way to get to know people and 
explore questions of faith in an encouraging environment. 

The Hills home group.
The December meeting will be at 7.00 pm, on Thursday 12th at Tina’s home.
There will be the usual bring and share meal, followed by another Bible-study on the 
book of 1 Peter, and a time of prayer. We will be starting a new Bible study in January, 
meeting at 7.00 on 16th at Little Wilscombe Farm. If you would like to join us, please 
contact Liz Kilbride for further details, on 01984 623431 or liz@kilbride.org.uk

Tuesday evening home group
We are looking at ‘The Way of the Lord’ by Tom Wright and will meet for a Christmas 
meal on 10 December and then again on 7 and 21 January at Geraldine’s house, 26 
West Street. For more details please contact Peter at pncpearson@yahoo.co.uk or 
Geraldine on 01984 568274. 

Homegroup Tuesdays at Philip and Carol Scribbins on the 2nd and 4th Tues of each 
month at 7.30 pm . Currently we're looking at The Psalms- a brief encounter with 
prophesy, faith and lament- and how these ancient songs may encourage us as we 
find echoes in our own experiences and give us a deeper understanding of the 
faithfulness of God. A very warm welcome so please talk to Philip or Carol if you are 
interested or Helen Sedgbeer on 624649.  

New Homegroup starting this month - Thursdays
The new Thursday night homegroup will be meeting on 5th and 19th December and 
then on 9th and 23rd January. We meet at 7pm at various venues and the evening 
includes a meal. For more details please contact Tony & Jenny Blackmore (629261) 
or Jacqui Cottenham (624440)

December 9th
"Monday morning, coffee and chat". An informal get-together for anyone who is not 
yet involved in a home group.
If you would like to join us, please contact Sherry or Liz for more details. 
We plan to run a similar event, usually on the first Monday of each month, from the 
new year.

For the Congregational church there is a monthly Thursday morning group meeting at 
10.30 at Clerkspool and a weekly Thursday evening group meeting at the Manse, 
Silver Street. 

There are still two ‘Thomas’ groups meeting - ask Hugh Allen for details. 

On p14 are details for the young people’s group meeting fortnightly on Tuesday 
evenings. 

mailto:pncpearson@yahoo.co.uk
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Growing in Faith - a Christmas present to encourage discipleship 

LecDeck is a new resource for
teenagers but is going down a storm 
with Christians of all ages.
It’s a pack of 52 cards, one per week of 
the year, with thought provoking 
questions, a prayer focus,
and a weekly challenge to stimulate
our response to each Gospel portion.

The LecDeck costs £8.00 (free P+P UK only). Year A is available to 
purchase to coincide with the beginning of the lectionary year starting on 
Sunday 1st December 2019. (Advent Sunday) Years B and C will be 
available during 2020. If you would like more information, please contact 
The Go Team (07922 576756). If you would like to purchase the 
LecDeck follow this link 
(https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/2019/10/lecdeck-a-new-resource-for-y
outh-and-childrens-ministry/) or contact Sarah Lockie on 01749 
685134.



New Subscribers: Would you like to 
receive regular copies of the magazine? 

If so please email 
wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com

with your name, address, contact number 
and email, along with your BACs payment  
A year’s subscription is £5 (50p / copy) and 

runs from January to December.  
BACS details are

‘WHOF’     09-01-29       20101213
Or ring 01984 629423 for more details.
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Want to Advertise in this space?
From £3.00 per issue for 

Black and White
or

£4.00 in Colour.  
Please email 

wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com 
to find out more.

(Advertisers renewals will be sent out early in 2020)
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Dennis & Rosemary Buckingham
Self Catering

Holiday Apartment
Open All Year

 

Croft Way Bungalow
5 West Road

Wiveliscombe TA4 2TF
Tel: 01984 623253
or 01643 831237
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THORNE’S BUTCHERS
ESTABLISHED 1979 

5 WEST STREET, WIVELISCOMBE. 01984 623270 thornesbutchers@btopenworld.com
SHOP AT THORNES, FOR AFFORDABLE MEAT THAT YOU CAN TRUST

 

 
SELLING OUR OWN 

BEEF AND LAMB. 
LOCAL FREE-RANGE PORK.
FREE RANGE POULTRY AND 
EGGS, BACON AND CHEESE 

WHERE WE ALSO MAKE 
OUR OWN SAUSAGES, 

BURGERS, MEATBALLS, 
FAGGOTS, PIES, QUICHES,

SAUSAGE ROLLS AND PASTIES. 
COOKED HAM, PORK, 

TURKEY AND BEEF 
ALL COOKED ON OUR PREMISES.

 

MAIL ORDERS AVAILABLE 

WIVELISCOMBE HARDWARE LTD
10 West Street   01984624268

Mon- Fri 9.15-5.00
Sat 9.15-1.00

Ironmongery    Decorating
DIY    Household   Gardening

Kitchenware  Gift Ideas
& much more!!

 

FITZHEAD
TITHE BARN

 

This characterful mediaeval
building available for hire

 

Reasonable rates
Bookings - MRS JULIA BELLAMY   

7 Church Road Fitzhead
01823 400412
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WIVEY WALKIES
Dog Walking Services

 Experienced walker, fully insured, 
dog first aid certificate and 

enhanced DBS checked.
Group or individual walks available.

 07592562768
wiveywalkies@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/wiveywalkies
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SHINE by Sammy Fry
Beauty & Complementary Therapist

 

Manicures, Pedicures, Waxing Treatments, Facials, Brows and Lashes
Reflexology and Aromatherapy

 

 01984 629333  07582084815
 

Shine.sammy@hotmail.com
 

BEAUTY ROOM IN WIVELISCOMBE
 

PAIN ? DO YOU SUFFER FROM..................
Backache Neck Pain Arthritis pain    Leg pain 
Sports Injury Joint Pain     Muscular Pain     Headaches 

and much more…… CHIROPRACTIC TREATMENT IS SO OFTEN THE ANSWER 

 

  FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
 

CHIROPRACTOR CATHERINE FRANCE BSc. (CHIROPRACTIC) DC
BISHOPS LYDEARD CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC,

QUANTOCK VALE SURGERY, BISHOPS LYDEARD

01823 432361  www.francechiropractic.co.uk 
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G. J. BRANFIELD
Fencing and Hedging Contractor

Posts & Rail. Panel & Stock Fencing
Gates Erected, Hedge Laying
Banking & Dry Stone Walling

Dry Logs for sale - by the load
 5, Langley Cross  Wiveliscombe

Tel: 01984 623435
 

HANDYMAN - GARDENER

 Garden Maintenance
Repairs in the home and garden

Carpentry, fencing walls
 

Phone Mike

on 01984 623474
michael.watters55@btinternet.com
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ELAINE WELCH
PICTURE FRAMING

 

Your choice
at very reasonable prices

 

Washers Farm,
Raddington.

 

Tel. 01398 361269
 

 Simon Bailey
Painter & Decorator

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimates

8 Bishops Green, Wiveliscombe
Tel:  01984 623981

Mobile:  07967 149025
email simonbailey31@yahoo.com
 

Susan Steward
 

Specialising in Cane 
Seating

3 Langley Cross
Wiveliscombe TA4 2UG

01984 623105
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AVALON WASTE
MANAGEMENT LTD.

 

Do you have a septic tank?

Does it need emptying?

Sewerage treatment plant installations:

Septic tank and soakaway installations:

 Please call for a no obligation quote

 David Sharland
 Tel: 01458 850155

Mobile: 07779145340

 

SELF STORAGE
Wiveliscombe

24 sq.ft up to 160 sq.ft units 
available

 
  

 07866 732209  or  07973 381278
www.wiveliscombeselfstorage.co.uk

 

Want to Advertise in this space?
From £3.00 per issue for Black and White 

or 
£4.00 in Colour.  

Please email wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com to find out more. 

mailto:wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com


49



50



51

WILLIS & GRABHAM
Chainsaw & Garden Machinery Specialists

 

Lawnmowers - Chainsaws - Strimmers
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS

 

 West Ritherdons, Langford Budville, Wellington, TA21 0RL
Telephone 01823 400936

Husqvarna 
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Useful Contacts

The Benefice of Wiveliscombe and the Hills

Rector:    Martin Walker rector@wiveychurches.org.uk 01984 629423
(Late evenings and early mornings): 01984 248601
Benefice Secretary:  Lorna Thorne:          admin@wiveychurches.org.uk              01984 629423
Readers:                    Martin Valuks:                                                                    01984 623302
                                   Vigdis Adams:                                                                    01984 623869
                                   Adam Green:                                                                     01984 623012
Safeguarding  Sarah Heard  colinsarahheard@gmail.com 01398 361202

St Andrew’s Wiveliscombe
Churchwardens:  Peter Pearson:   pncpearson@yahoo.co.uk                     01823 400093
                        Sherry Rayson sherryrayson84@gmail.com 01984 568096
Assistant Churchwarden: Jacqui Cottenham jacqui.cottenham@yahoo.co.uk 01984 624440
PCC Secretary:        Abbie Rayson      pcc.secretary@wiveychurches.org.uk    01984 568096
Treasurer:    Gloria Filbee  gloria.filbee@btinternet.com 01984 624653
Family ministry: Judith Swan swanaj@btinternet.com   01984 629030
Visiting Team:            Julie Newby 01984 623301
Bellringers Andrew Howard      deepleighfrc@yahoo.co.uk 01984 624366
Choir  Julie Newby       juliernewby@yahoo.co.uk 01984 623301
Flower Guild  Dilys Sandercock  01984 624400 

St Mary’s Brompton Ralph
Churchwarden:  Sue Welch:         sew69@btinternet.com                           01984 624716
Secretary:        Liz Henderson:  lizandbob.henderson@btinternet.com    01984 629545 
Treasurer           Mrs Helen Lock helenlock2@aol.co.uk 01984 568237

All Saints, Chipstable
Churchwarden + Treasurer: Sue Levinge:                                                              01984 623680

Dep. Churchwarden + Sec: Linda Martin:  petermartin7@btconnect.com     01984 624786

 

St Mary Magdalene, Clatworthy
Churchwardens: Michael Biggs:  mandsbiggs@eclipse.co.uk                  01398 371317
                        Marie Cowling:  manddcowling@btconnect.com               01984 623484
Secretary:        Angela Oakins:                                                                       01398 371317
Treasurer: Jennifer Maunder:                                                                   01984 623410

 

St Peter’s Huish Champflower
Churchwarden + Secretary: Denise Broom   dbroom555@btinternet.com              01984 624395 
Churchwarden:    Julie Powles                                                                             01984 623701
Treasurer:        Caroline Colvin  washbattle@btinternet.com                     01984 629049

 

St Michael’s, Raddington
Churchwarden: Simon Coates                                    01398 361271 

Dep. Churchwarden:  Rebecca Mills  rebecca.mills673@gmail.com                 01398 361537
Secretary:        Elaine Welch                                                                          01398 361269
Treasurer: Colin Snow        01984 624663
 

                                                                 

                                                                      

 
                                                     

mailto:rector@wiveychurches.org.uk
mailto:jacqui.cottenham@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:gloria.filbee@btinternet.com
mailto:juliernewby@yahoo.co.uk
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Useful Contacts

St John the Baptist, Tolland
Churchwardens: Maureen Canney   maureencanney1@gmail.com 01984 656236

Linda Lloyd linda@goulds-farm.co.uk 01984 623155
Secretary:        Emma Wrayford emmawrayford@gmail.com 01984 667858
Treasurer:        Neil Longstreet  neil.longstreet@gmail.com    

St Luke’s Langley Marsh
Chair (when Rector not present):       Sir Christopher Airy
Secretary:       Alison Brigden: brigdenalis@aol.com                         01984 623338

Waterrow Village and  Chipstable & Raddington Church Hall
Contact :         Liz Kilbride         liz@kilbride.org.uk                             01984 623431

Other Churches found within The Benefice Boundaries
   

Evangelical Congregational Church, Silver Street, Wiveliscombe  

Pastor:  Rev Martyn Parry    pastor@wiveyevangelical.org 01984 623991
Secretary:  Felicity Parry     felicity@wiveyevangelical.org 01984 623991 
Website:     www.wiveyevangelical.org
(Sunday Services: 10.15am Prayer Meeting  11am with Communion on 1st Sunday of Month)
 

St Richard of Chichester’s Roman Catholic Church, Church Street, Wiveliscombe
Priest: Fr Ikeokwu Nduh  wellington.stjohnfisher@parish.cliftondiocese.com 01823 662283

(Services:  Mass: 9am Sunday 10am Thursdays)
 

 Brendon Hill (Beulah) Methodist Church
Minister:  Rev Nick Lakin
Church Steward Gill Tapp 01643  841280
Services: Every Sunday at 6.30pm At other times on Special Occasions.)
 

Other Useful Contacts

Magazine Contacts: see page 2

Community Office: 3 The Square, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2JT 01984 624777
Wivey Link c/o communityoffice@wiveliscombe.com 01984 624666
Surgery: Lister House, Croft Way, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2BF 01984 623471
Day Lewis Pharmacy 1 The Square, Wiveliscombe, TA4 2JT 01984 623284
Musgrove Park Hospital 01823 333444
Samaritans Free calls 116 123
Local CPSO Louise Fyne louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk 07889 659476 
Village Agent Cat Sweatman  cat@somersetrcc.org.uk 01823 331222

Wiveliscombe Library
Tuesday, Thursday, Fridays 10.00 -12.30 & 2.30 - 5pm
Saturday 10.00 –12.30 

To renew your loans: 0300 123 2224 or visit www.librarieswest.org.uk

Deadline for next magazine - 12 January  wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
To advertise please contact wiveyhillsadverts@gmail.com

mailto:linda@goulds-farm.co.uk
mailto:emmawrayford@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@wiveyevangelical.org
mailto:felicity@wiveyevangelical.org
mailto:communityoffice@wiveliscombe.com
mailto:louise.fyne@avonandsomerset.police.uk
mailto:gaby@somersetrcc.org.uk
mailto:wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com
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New Subscribers: Would you like to receive regular copies of the magazine? 
If so please email wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com with your name, address, contact 

number and email, along with your BACs payment  
A year’s subscription is just £5 and runs from January to December.  

BACS details are ‘WHOF’  09-01-29,  20101213 
or write a cheque payable to ‘WHOF’ 

Or ring 01984 629423 for more details.’

Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________ Payment Method
___________________________________________ Cash
Contact Number or email_______________________ BACs
___________________________________________ Cheque

It’s Time to renew your Subscription for 2020! 
Existing subscribers: please hand payment of £5  to your distributor or pay by 

BACs and let them know

mailto:wiveyhillsmag@gmail.com

